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LANGLADE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  
MONTHLY MEETING OF THE LANGLADE COUNTY BOARD – JULY 22, 2024 

 
Chairman Pierce called the July 22, 2024, Monthly Meeting of the County Board to order at 5:30 p.m.  On call of the roll, 
18 Supervisors were present, and 3 were absent.   Absent:  Supervisors Below, Haatvedt and Sorano.  Motion by 
Supervisor J. Wagner, second by Supervisor Buck to excuse Supervisors Below, Haatvedt and Sorano.  All ayes, motion 
carried. The Board recited the Pledge of Allegiance and observed a moment of silence.    
 
Citizens and Delegations, Recognize others in Attendance:  Chairman Pierce welcomed all in attendance for tonight’s 
meeting. 
 
Approve or Amend the Agenda:  Motion by Supervisor Balcerzak, second by Supervisor Bardo to approve the agenda.  
All ayes, motion carried.    
 
Approve or Amend the Minutes of the June 24, 2024 meeting as printed:   Motion by Supervisor McDougal, second 
by Supervisor Poltrock to approve the June 24, 2024 Meeting Minutes.   All ayes, motion carried.    
 
Recognition of County Employees:   Milestones: Misty Servi, Sheriff’s Deputy, 5 years.  Retirements/Resignations: 
Jody Resch, Highway Worker, 17 years; Evan Damos, Highway Worker, 6 years; Jason Polley, Parks and Rec Manager, 
2 years.   New Hires:   Alexandra Hofrichter, Highway Dept. LTE; Avery DeHart, Highway Dept. LTE; Thomas Frei, 
Forestry, Parks and Rec Dept. LTE; Clare Heuss, Forestry, Parks and Rec Dept LTE; Amber Ryan, Land Conservation 
Specialist; Caden Bauknecht, Sheriff’s Office Dispatcher; Nicholas Doll, Sheriff’s Office Dispatcher; Tejah Simmons, 
Sheriff’s Office Dispatcher.      
 
Correspondence:  No correspondence to the Board. 
 
Old Business:  No Old Business for the Board to address at this meeting.      
 
New Business:   
Boys & Girls Clubs of the Northwoods 2023 Impact Report and 2025 Funding Request:  Tammy Walrath, Boys & 
Girls Clubs of the Northwoods Director of Resource Development and Dillon Gretzinger, Boys & Girls Clubs of the 
Northwoods Chief Executive Officer address the Board regarding the programs and services they Club offers to this 
Community, with three locations, including one in Rhinelander.  The Club, in existence for more than 24 years, is open to 
youth from first grade to twelfth grade, with 450 registered youth so far this year.   Programs available at the Club include 
Academic Success, Social-Emotional Learning; Healthy Lifestyles; Good Character & Citizenship; Workforce Readiness 
and Community Impact; Community Service; and Health and Safety.   Gretzinger discussed the Finances of the Club, 
noting donations and grants help to fund the Club.   The 2024 County Funding was $12,000 and the 2025 County Funding 
request is $15,000.   Discussion held. 
 
Consent Agenda:   Motion by Supervisor Balcerzak, second by Supervisor J. Wagner to approve the Consent Agenda.   
All ayes, motion carried.  
Appointments:  Appointment request for the ADRC Advisory Committee:  Kim McCann   
Ordinances:  ORDINANCE #5-2024Z 
The Langlade County Board of Supervisors do hereby ordain as follows: 
SECTION 1:  That the lands described as PT NE SW Sec 15 T32N R12E being a 2-acre building site (Parcel # 024-
0233), Town of Price. 
Now comprising a part of the Forest w/ Farmland Preservation District is hereby rezoned into the AFR District. 
SECTION 2:  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 
SECTION 3:  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its date of adoption. 
                                                                                 APPROVED:          Benjamin Pierce 
ADOPTED:     July 22, 2024                                                                       County Board Chairman 
                                                       ATTEST:        Judy Nagel 
                                                                                Langlade County Clerk 
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RESOLUTIONS: 
RESOLUTION #6-2024 
INTRODUCED BY:  ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 
INTENT:  AUTHORIZING LANGLADE COUNTY TO ENTER INTO THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT WITH THE 
KROGER CO. AND AGREE TO THE TERMS OF ADDENDUM TWO TO THE MOU ALLOCATING SETTLEMENT 
PROCEEDS 

WHEREAS, the County Board of Supervisors previously authorized the County to enter into an engagement 
agreement with von Briesen & Roper, s.c., Crueger Dickinson LLC, and Simmons Hanly Conroy LLC (the “Law Firms”) to 
pursue litigation against certain manufacturers, distributors, and retailers of opioid pharmaceuticals (the “Opioid 
Defendants”) in an effort to hold the Opioid Defendants financially responsible for the County’s expenditure of vast money 
and resources to combat the opioid epidemic;  

WHEREAS, on behalf of the County, the Law Firms filed a lawsuit against the Opioid Defendants;  
WHEREAS, the Law Firms filed similar lawsuits on behalf of 66 other Wisconsin counties, and all Wisconsin 

cases were coordinated with thousands of other lawsuits filed against the same or substantially similar parties as the 
Opioid Defendants in the Northern District of Ohio, captioned In re: Opioid Litigation, MDL 2804 (the “Litigation”);  

WHEREAS, four (4) additional Wisconsin counties (Milwaukee, Dane, Waukesha, and Walworth) hired separate 
counsel and joined the Litigation; 

WHEREAS, since the inception of the Litigation, the Law Firms have coordinated with counsel from around the 
country (including counsel for Milwaukee, Dane, Waukesha, and Walworth Counties) to prepare the County’s case for trial 
and engage in extensive settlement discussions with the Opioid Defendants;  

WHEREAS, the settlement discussions with The Kroger Co. (the “Settling Defendant”) resulted in a tentative 
agreement as to settlement terms pending agreement from the County and other plaintiffs involved in the Litigation;  

WHEREAS, copies of the settlement agreement relating to the Settling Defendant (“Settlement Agreement”) 
representing the terms of the tentative settlement agreement with the Settling Defendant has been made available at 
https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Kroger-Multistate-Settlement-Agreement-Circulated-to-
States-March-25-2024.pdf;  

WHEREAS, the Settlement Agreement provides, among other things, for the payment of certain sums to 
Participating Subdivisions (as defined in the Settlement Agreement) upon the occurrence of certain events detailed in the 
Settlement Agreement;  

WHEREAS, the County is a Participating Subdivision in the Settlement Agreement and has the opportunity to 
participate in the benefits associated with the Settlement Agreement provided the County (a) approves the Settlement 
Agreement; (b) approves the Addendum Two to the Memorandum of Understanding allocating proceeds from the 
Settlement Agreement (“MOU”) among the various Wisconsin Participating Subdivisions, a copy of which is attached to 
this Resolution (“Addendum Two”); and (c) the Legislature’s Joint Committee on Finance approves the terms of the 
Settlement Agreement; 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 12 of the State-Local MOU entered into between the Wisconsin Participating 
Subdivisions and the Attorney General of the State of Wisconsin (“State-Local MOU”), the Attorney General has provided 
notice that the terms of the State-Local MOU shall apply to the Settlement Agreement and all proceeds of such Settlement 
Agreement; 

WHEREAS, 2021 Wisconsin Act 57 created Section 165.12 of the Wisconsin Statutes relating to the settlement of 
all or part of the Litigation; 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 165.12(2), the Legislature’s Joint Committee on Finance is required to 
approve the Settlement Agreement;  

WHEREAS, pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 165.12(2), the proceeds from any settlement of all or part of the Litigation are 
distributed 70% to local governments in Wisconsin that are parties to the Litigation and 30% to the State; 

WHEREAS, Wis. Stat. § 165.12(4)(b)2. provides the proceeds from the Settlement Agreement must be deposited 
in a segregated account (the “Opioid Abatement Account”) and may be expended only for approved uses for opioid 
abatement as provided in the Settlement Agreement; 

WHEREAS, Wis. Stat. § 165.12(7) bars claims from any Wisconsin local government against the Opioid 
Defendants filed after June 1, 2021;  

WHEREAS, the definition of Participating Subdivisions in the Settlement Agreement recognizes a statutory bar on 
claims such as that set forth in Wis. Stat. § 165.12(7) and, as a result, the only Participating Subdivisions in Wisconsin are 
those counties and municipalities that were parties to the Litigation (or otherwise actively litigating a claim against one, 
some, or all of the Opioid Defendants) as of June 1, 2021;  

WHEREAS, the Legislature’s Joint Committee on Finance is not statutorily authorized or required to approve the 
allocation of proceeds of the Settlement Agreement among Wisconsin Participating Subdivisions;  

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Participating Subdivisions previously negotiated and approved the allocation of 
proceeds among themselves, which allocation is reflected in Exhibit A to the MOU, which is an agreement between all of 
the entities identified in the Allocation MOU as to how the proceeds payable to those entities under the Settlement 
Agreements will be allocated;  
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WHEREAS, the County and all other Wisconsin Participating Subdivisions agreed to and entered into that certain 
Addendum to the MOU (“Addendum One”) that provided for allocation of settlement proceeds from previous settlements 
with certain pharmacies and manufacturers according to the same percentages as that provided in the MOU; 

WHEREAS, the County has been informed as to the deadlines related to the effective dates of the Settlement 
Agreement, the ramifications associated with the County’s refusal to enter into the Settlement Agreement, the form of 
Addendum Two, and an overview of the process for finalizing the Settlement Agreements and such information, together 
with additional resources related to the settlement can be found at https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/kroger-co-
settlement/; 

WHEREAS, the County, by this Resolution, shall deposit the proceeds of the Settlement Agreement consistent 
with the terms of this Resolution and Wis. Stat. § 165.12(4)(b); 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the County’s engagement agreement with the Law Firms, the County shall pay up to an 
amount equal to 25% of the proceeds from successful resolution of all or part of the Litigation, whether through settlement 
or otherwise, plus the Law Firms’ costs and disbursements, to the Law Firms as compensation for the Law Firms’ efforts 
in the Litigation and any settlement; 

WHEREAS, the Law Firms anticipate making application to the national fee fund established in the Settlement 
Agreement seeking payment, in whole or part, of the fees, costs, and disbursements owed the Law Firms pursuant to the 
engagement agreement with the County; 

WHEREAS, it is anticipated the amount of any award from the fee fund established in the Settlement Agreements 
will be insufficient to satisfy the County’s obligations under the engagement agreement with the Law Firms; 

WHEREAS, the County, by this Resolution, and pursuant to the authority granted the County in the applicable 
Order emanating from the Litigation in relation to the Settlement Agreement and payment of attorney fees, shall authorize 
and direct the escrow agent responsible for the receipt and distribution of the proceeds from the Settlement Agreement to 
establish an account for the purpose of segregating funds to pay the fees, costs, and disbursements of the Law Firms 
owed by the County (the “Attorney Fees Account”) in order to fund a local “backstop” for payment of the fees, costs, and 
disbursements of the Law Firms; 

WHEREAS, in no event shall payments to the Law Firms out of the Attorney Fees Account and the fee fund 
established in the Settlement Agreement exceed an amount equal to 25% of the amounts allocated to the County by 
virtue of the Addendum Two (Exhibit A to the MOU);  

WHEREAS, the intent of this Resolution is to authorize the County to enter into the Settlement Agreement, the 
Addendum Two, establish the County’s Opioid Abatement Account, and establish the Attorney Fees Account; and 

WHEREAS, the County, by this Resolution, shall authorize the County’s corporation counsel to finalize and 
execute any other document or agreement necessary to effectuate the Settlement Agreement and the other agreements 
referenced herein; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:  The County Board of Supervisors hereby approves: 
1. The execution of the Settlement Agreement and any and all documents ancillary thereto and authorizes the 

[Board Chair] or designee to execute same. 
2. The final negotiation and execution of Addendum Two in a form substantially similar to that presented with this 

Resolution and any and all documents ancillary thereto and authorizes the [Board Chair] or designee to execute same 
upon finalization provided the percentage share identified as allocated to the County is substantially similar to that 
identified in the Addendum Two provided to the Board with this Resolution. 

3. The execution by the [Board Chair] or designee of any additional documents or agreements for the receipt and 
disbursement of the proceeds of the Settlement Agreement. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  all proceeds from the Settlement Agreement not otherwise directed to the 
Attorney Fees Account shall be deposited in the County’s Opioid Abatement Account.  The Opioid Abatement Account 
shall be administered consistent with the terms of this Resolution, Wis. Stat. § 165.12(4), and the Settlement Agreement. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: The County hereby authorizes the establishment of an account separate and 
distinct from any account containing funds allocated or allocable to the County which shall be referred to by the County as 
the “Attorney Fees Account.”  An escrow agent shall deposit a sum equal to up to, but in no event exceeding, an amount 
equal to 20% of the County’s proceeds from the Settlement Agreement into the Attorney Fees Account.  If the payments 
to the County are not enough to fully fund the Attorney Fees Account as provided herein because such payments are 
made over time, the Attorney Fees Account shall be funded by placing up to, but in no event exceeding, an amount equal 
to 20% of the proceeds from the Settlement Agreement attributable to Local Governments (as that term is defined in the 
MOU) into the Attorney Fees Account for each payment.  Funds in the Attorney Fees Account shall be utilized to pay the 
fees, costs, and disbursements owed to the Law Firms pursuant to the engagement agreement between the County and 
the Law Firms provided, however, the Law Firms shall receive no more than that to which they are entitled under their fee 
contract when considering the amounts paid the Law Firms from the fee fund established in the Settlement Agreement 
and allocable to the County.  The Law Firms may make application for payment from the Attorney Fees Account at any 
time and the County shall cooperate with the Law Firms in executing any documents necessary for the escrow agent to 
make payments out of the Attorney Fees Account. 



4 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all actions heretofore taken by the Board of Supervisors and other appropriate 
public officers and agents of the County with respect to the matters contemplated under this Resolution are hereby 
ratified, confirmed, and approved. 
         ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE:                          

Ben Pierce, Chairman     
John Medo   
Bruce McDougal   
Steve Maier 
Andrew Bauknecht 
Justin Sorano  
Todd Mayr 

           
FISCAL NOTE:  No fiscal note. 
 
Motion by Supervisor Medo, second by Supervisor Balcerzak to adopt RS #6-2024.  Discussion held   Voice vote:   All 
ayes.  Absent: Supervisors Below, Haatvedt and Sorano.    18 ayes, and 4 absent.   RS #6-2024 is adopted.  
 
RESOLUTION #7-2024       
INTRODUCED BY:  ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 
INTENT:  PROVIDE LOCAL SUPPORT RESOLUTION AS REQUIRED FOR BROADBAND EQUITY, ACCESS AND 
DEPLOYMENT (BEAD) GRANT PROPOSALS 
           WHEREAS, Improved access is necessary to Langlade County businesses and citizens in the areas of economic 
development, medical care, education, communication, entertainment, and other future uses; and 
           WHEREAS, BEAD funding will be used to deploy or upgrade broadband networks to ensure that everyone has 
access to reliable, affordable, high-speed Internet service. Once deployment goals are met, any remaining funding can be 
used to pursue eligible access-, adoption-, and equity-related uses; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Wisconsin will receive $1,055,823,573.71 in BEAD funding to distribute to Municipalities 
within the State; and 

WHEREAS, the BEAD program defines affordability and service speed requirements; and  
WHEREAS, under BEAD developed research, significant portions of Langlade County are below average in 

speed, adoption, and capacity compared to the rest of Wisconsin, the Nation, and our worldwide competitors placing the 
County with a high potential of project funding; and 

WHEREAS, Langlade County has an established Broadband Commission with a mission to “Expand broadband 
infrastructure including fiber optic cable and tower broadcasting to maximize coverage and provide affordable service 
opportunities throughout Langlade County”; and 

WHEREAS, the BEAD program defines affordability and service speed requirements at a minimum speed of 
100/20 for grant requirements; and  

WHEREAS, the Broadband Commission will complete and develop a plan as required for Internet Service 
Providers to apply for BEAD funding; and 

WHEREAS, the Langlade County Broadband Commission has established a system that scores and prioritizes 
project proposals for local Community Support; and  

WHEREAS, the Langlade County Broadband Commission has a scoring system that provides higher scoring for 
Town Halls, Fire and Rescue Depts. as Critical Emergency locations that require Broadband Fiber in Langlade County; 
and 

WHEREAS, although Langlade County will not be a broadband provider through the Broadband Commission, it 
will work to facilitate broadband build-out and improvements by reputable Internet Service Providers; and  

WHEREAS, under Langlade County standard practice, Internet Service Providers must submit an Assistance 
Request Form through the Langlade County Broadband Commission to be eligible for County support of projects; 

WHEREAS, to ensure all areas within the County are appropriately served through BEAD projects, the Langlade 
County Broadband Commission has established a mapping of blocks to be considered for BEAD funding opportunities; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Langlade County Broadband Commission will consider and score Assistance Request Forms for 
Community support under BEAD Grant Project proposals when Internet Service Providers establish BEAD proposals for 
entire blocks as identified as one of the following blocks:  
 
Elcho West- Parrish 
Upham East-Elcho East 
Ainsworth-Price 
Upham West-Summit 
Langlade-Wolf River North + Central 
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Neva-Peck-Vilas 
Polar-Antigo-Ackley 
Evergreen-White Lake-Wolf River South 
Norwood-Rolling 
 
As depicted in the attached map; and 

WHEREAS, the BEAD grant program requires Internet Service Providers to have a County resolution supporting 
BEAD projects to be eligible for funding; 
            NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Langlade County Board of Supervisors adopts this resolution to 
support authorization of BEAD grant funding for projects that score higher than 5 points by the Langlade County 
Broadband Commission and also provide service to residents and businesses within any entire block as identified in the 
Langlade County BEAD Grant Opportunity Designated County Support Areas as attached. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Langlade County Board of Supervisors authorizes the Langlade County 
Broadband Commission to provide this resolution of support to Internet Service providers for BEAD projects after approval 
by vote of the Broadband Commission at a duly scheduled Commission meeting, by completion of the Broadband 
Commission Approval at the end of this resolution. 

                        LANGLADE COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE:                         
Ben Pierce, Chairman    
John Medo      
Bruce McDougal    
Steve Maier   
Andrew Bauknecht 
Justin Sorano 
Todd Mayr 

Fiscal Note: Langlade County Internet Service Providers have the potential of acquiring grant funding in excess of 
$10,000,000 to establish Broadband equity to unserved and underserved residents and businesses in Langlade County 
and provide access and deployment of Broadband Services to those residents. Broadband Services are critical 
infrastructure required for the growth and maintenance of the populations and businesses in Langlade County.  
 
Motion by Supervisor Maier, second by Supervisor J. Wagner to adopt RS #7-2024.  Forest Administrator Murray 
addressed the Board regarding the grant funding that could be available to Langlade County's unserved and underserved 
residents and businesses.   Economic Development Director Angie Close discussed BEAD, Broadband Commission, 
block mapping, and scoring for the grant funding.   Discussion held.  Voice vote:  all ayes.   Absent: Supervisors Below, 
Haatvedt and Sorano.    18 ayes and 3 absent.   RS #7-2024 is adopted.  
 
Committee Referrals:  Reports/Referral of any matters to committees having proper jurisdiction with no 
discussion or action taken:  Supervisor Buck discussed the recent Public Property Committee Meeting, where they 
discussed the resurfacing of the Courthouse Parking Lot and the repair and leveling of the Courthouse Sidewalks.   
Chairman Pierce discussed the Library Taskforce Meetings.   Supervisor Maier stated when the Library Taskforce was 
established, it was focused on the Library only, and now discussions for joint City/County all things Community.   
 
County Administrator’s Report:  County Administrator Hilger’s report was provided to the Board before the meeting.  
The report is available from the County Administrator.    
    
Any other business that may lawfully come before the Board:  Next County Board meeting is August 26, 2024, at 
5:30 p.m. in the County Board Room.    
 
Adjournment:    
Motion by Supervisor J. Wagner, second by Supervisor Baumgartner to adjourn the July 22, 2024, County Board Meeting 
at 6:25 p.m.   All ayes, motion carried.   The Board is adjourned.           
 
I, Judy Nagel, Langlade County Clerk, Antigo, Wisconsin, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of 
the proceedings of the Langlade County Board of Supervisors Monthly Meeting of July 22, 2024.  Note: These minutes 
are not official until they are approved by the County Board at their next meeting. A complete copy of the minutes is 
available in the County Clerk’s Office. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       Judy Nagel 
Dated this 25th day of July 2024.                                                                                                                                                                                                                Langlade County Clerk 
******************************************************************************************************************************************    


