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LANGLADE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

MONTHLY MEETING – June 19, 2018 
 
These Board proceedings are published as prescribed by Section 59.14(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes at County 
Government expense. 
 
The Langlade County Board of Supervisors met at the County Board Room in the Safety Building.  Chairman Solin called 
the June 19, 2018 Meeting of the County Board to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
On call of the roll, all Supervisors reported present, except Supervisors Livingston, Burby and Matucheski.   Motion by 
Supervisor Benishek, second by Supervisor Schuh to excuse Supervisors Livingston, Burby and Matucheski.   All ayes, 
motion carried.  18 Supervisors present, 3 absent. 
 
The Board recited the Pledge of Allegiance and observed a moment of silence.   
 
Approve or amend the minutes of May 15, 2018 meeting as printed and published:  Motion by Supervisor 
Oberneder, second by Supervisor Cahak to approve the May 15, 2018 meeting minutes as printed and published.   All 
Supervisors present voted aye. Motion carried.   Minutes approved. 
  
Citizens and Delegations, Recognize other in Attendance:  Chairman Solin welcomed all the Department Heads and 
public that are in attendance.     
 
Recognition of County Employees:    Human Resources Alisha Resch reviewed County Employee Milestones (January 
2018 to June 2018):   Sue Paycer, 46 years; Marilyn Baraniak, 42 years; Patsy Rolo, 35 years; Judi Zalewski, 34 years; 
Bev Krivoshein, 32 years: Duane Haakenson, 31 years; Janice Cahak, 30 years; Robin Stowe, 28 years; David Tlusty, 26 
years; Tara Hoffman, 26 years; Sheila Rine, 26 years; John Schunke, 25 years; Tina Wild, 24 years; Mark Westen, 23 
years; Jean Turunen, 22 years; Heidi Walrath, 22 years; Becky McPhail, 21 years; Jeff McKinney, 21 years; Craig 
Hotchkiss, 21 years; Brenda Mayr, 21 years; Amy Meeks, 20 years; Kim Schwarz, 20 years; Thomas Lazers, 20 years; 
Larry Shadick, 15 years; Ron Barger, 10 years; Matthew Kakes, 5 years; Richard Dedeyne, 5 years; Lucas Williams, 5 
years; Julie Powell, 5 years.    New Hires:  Shawna Malueg, Corrections Officer; Jed Arndt, Highway Worker; Ashley 
Yang, Social Worker.    Transfers:   Amy Volkmann, Deputy Clerk of Courts.       
 
Public comment on agenda items and consideration of requests for items to be added to future meeting agendas:   
No public comment. 
 
Chairman Solin stated that the Board will take up New Business and then go back to Old Business: 
 
New Business:  
 
Jon Hochkammer, Roles and Responsibilities of County Officials:   Jon Hochkammer, Outreach Manager from 
Wisconsin Counties Association, presented several handouts to the Board members.    Hochkammer reviewed Wisconsin 
Statutes that gives Counties authority to act, with the basic county board function being:  enact policy.    Hochkammer 
reviewed the authority of County Board Supervisors and the elected county officials.   County Government Structure in 
Wisconsin consists of three types:   County Executive, County Administrator and County Administrative Coordinator.    
Leadership roles of the supervisors:   Individual county board supervisors have no management or leadership role outside 
of committees and commissions; their authority is collective as a member of the Board.    Staff Roles and Responsibilities:   
Staff, non elected department heads and other key staffs have an obligation to carry out their duties in a manner 
consistent with the policy direction of the Board.       Handouts on file in the County Clerk’s Office.    
 
The Board took a five minute recess. 
 
Elizabeth Gebert, District Attorney, Treatment Alternative and Diversion Team Efforts Update:    Gebert stated that 
Treatment Alternative and Diversion Team Efforts (TAD) is in regards to substance abuse in Langlade County.  
Substance abuse is creating a demand for services in the county, such as law enforcement, district attorney, and child 
services to name a few.   Gebert stated that a community meeting was held in Antigo and two meetings in Elcho, making 
citizens aware of the substance abuse problems and involving the community in the solution. Action groups have been 
formed for treatment, prevention, education and employment. Day-Treatment and Intensive-Out-Patient Treatment 
Programs are being implemented in Langlade County.     
 
Dave Tlusty, Land Information Council:   Tlusty, County Surveyor, county constitution officer, reviewed the involvement 
that this position has throughout the County.    Tlusty discussed that the statutes require the Land Information Council to 
promote land records modernization.   Tlusty also reviewed the Land Records Modernization (grant funded) plan and 
updates, along with computerized parcel mapping, implementing the GIS in the County.   In the plan, it was to hire a GIS 
Coordinator, to move forward with other projects in the plan, now serving as the Land Information Officer, all funded by 
grant money.      Discussion held.     
 
Old Business: 
Review signing of Easement Document to allow WPSC to install facilities at the 1521 Arctic Street Project (Highway 
Shop):  Facilities Management Director Heuss stated that the easement was needed allowing WPSC to remove overhead 
power and replacing it with underground service.     
 
Review referral from April 17, 2018 County Board: 

 Administrative Coordinator Position Description and/or 

 Langlade County Administrative Coordination Team 
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Adopted   

Defeated   

  

Motion by Supervisor Benishek, second by Supervisor Hurlbert to lay this over to next month meeting.    All present voted 
aye.   This will be brought back on the July 2018 Agenda for possible action by the Board.   Chairman Solin removed 
Resolution #19-2018 from the Agenda.      
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Motion by Supervisor Benishek, second by Supervisor Bonacci, to approve the Consent Agenda.  All Supervisors present 
voted aye, motion carried.  The Consent Agenda is adopted.  Supervisor Bonacci incidentally hit abstain.  Chairman Solin 
acknowledged and it will be corrected in the minutes.    
   
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Elections or Appointments:   
Letter, Petitions and Communications:   
Zoning Ordinances:         
Resolutions:   
RESOLUTION #17-2018  
INTRODUCED BY:  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
INTENT: SUPPORTING A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO ALLOW LIMITS ON CAMPAIGN 
CONTRIBUTIONS AND CONDUCTING A NON-BINDING STATEWIDE REFERENDUM  
 WHEREAS, free and fair elections are essential to democracy and effective self-governance; and 
 WHEREAS, the appearance of buying access to candidates or influencing policy, governance, and judicial decisions 
because of large outsider donations erodes voter confidence in our elections and democracy; and 
 WHEREAS, the County of Langlade has an interest in protecting itself and its citizens against intrusions on local 
control by mitigating the influence of money and privileged access in state and federal government and elections; and 
 WHEREAS, the U.S. Supreme Court’s decisions in Citizens United and related cases allow unlimited spending by 
certain groups known as Super-PACs to influence local, state, and federal elections; and 
 WHEREAS, the above mentioned Supreme Court cases:  

 have granted Corporations, Unions, non-profits, and other man-made entities (such as Super-PACs) the same 
Constitutional protections given only to individual human beings by the Framers of the Constitution, and; 

 have declared money to be ‘free speech’ 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Langlade County Board of Supervisors calls upon our elected State 
Assembly Representative and State Senator and on the Wisconsin State Legislature to hold a non-binding state-wide 
Referendum asking the voters if they wish the State of Wisconsin to support an Amendment to the United States 
Constitution stating: 

1. Only human beings are endowed with individual constitutional rights –not corporations, unions, non-profits or 
artificial entities (such as SuperPACs)  

2. Money is not speech, and therefore limiting political contributions and spending is not equivalent to limiting 
political speech.  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That following the Langlade County resolution, the County Clerk is directed to forward a 
copy of this resolution to the Wisconsin Counties Association, and to our state and federal representatives, to advance 
this effort.  

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:  
David J. Solin, Chairman 
Ronald M. Nye 
Don Scupien 
William Livingston 
Ben Pierce 

RESOLUTION #18-2018   
INTRODUCED BY:  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
INTENT: RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF INCREASED PUBLIC DEFENDER ACCESS AND PAY 
 WHEREAS, criminal cases continue to rise due to a variety of factors including increased drug crimes; and 

WHEREAS, both the United States Constitution the Constitution of the State of Wisconsin provide that persons 
accused have the right to counsel; and 

WHEREAS, in Wisconsin the Office of the Public Defender provides counsel to those persons meeting income 
eligibility guidelines for services; and 

WHEREAS, judges are being forced to appoint counsel at county expense for persons for whom the public 
defender cannot find representation due to a lack of available counsel as a result of the low compensation rate; and 

WHEREAS, this results in costs to counties to appoint counsel, increased costs to jail persons held pre-trail 
pending appointment of counsel, inefficiency for courts and law enforcement and a delay in obtaining justice for victims; 
and 

WHEREAS, the rate of compensation for private bar attorneys has not been increased since 1995 and currently is 
the lowest hourly rate in the nation; and 

WHEREAS, this has created a burden on the courts and Wisconsin counties. 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Langlade County Board of Supervisors does hereby urge the 

State of Wisconsin to provide sufficient resources to the Office of the Public Defender to ensure that the criminal justice 
system operates effectively and efficiently; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the State of Wisconsin increase the rate of reimbursement for assigned 
counsel attorneys to a market rate that will ensure the prompt appointment of counsel and that cases are handled in a 
timely and efficient manner; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Clerk is directed to send a copy of this resolution to the Governor of 
the State of Wisconsin, the Wisconsin Counties Association, the Wisconsin Towns Association, the Wisconsin League 
of Municipalities, the members of the state legislature representing Langlade County. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:  
David J. Solin, Chairman 
Ronald M. Nye 
Don Scupien 
William Livingston 
Ben Pierce 

FISCAL NOTE:  No fiscal impact at this time.  
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RESOLUTION #21-2018 
INTRODUCED BY: FORESTRY & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
INTENT: CONVEYANCE OF OTTER LAKE WAYSIDE TO TOWN OF ELCHO 
 WHEREAS, Langlade County manages numerous recreational facilities including campgrounds, day use parks, 
boat landings and waysides for the use and enjoyment of the public; and 
 WHEREAS, the Otter Lake wayside has been managed as a wayside and boat landing by the Forestry and 
Recreation Department since 1991; and 
 WHEREAS, the Land Records and Regulations Department, and Forestry and Recreation Department have 
cooperatively managed a shoreline restoration project on this parcel since 2001; and  
 WHEREAS, the Town of Elcho has recently requested to acquire the 4.8 acre parcel from Langlade County to 
continue to manage for park purposes; and 
 WHEREAS, the addition of the Camp Lyle property will increase the workload of the Forestry and Recreation 
Department; and 
 WHEREAS, the Forestry and Recreation Committee determined Department resources are best allocated at the 
Camp Lyle property as opposed to Otter Lake; and  
 WHEREAS, the Forestry and Recreation Committee recommends conveying of this parcel to the Town of Elcho 
on the conditions that the shoreline restoration project will continue and this property will continue to be managed for park 
purposes; and 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the County Board Chairman and the County Clerk be authorized to 
sign the Quit Claim Deed on behalf of Langlade County. 
    LANGLADE COUNTY FORESTRY & RECREATION COMMITTEE    

Ronald M. Nye, Chairman     
 Donald Scupien     

       Dave Solin       
       Joseph Novak III      
       William Livingston 
FISCAL NOTE:   No fiscal impact 

   
  **** 
Ordinances:    
ORDINANCE 4-2018 
The Langlade County Board of Supervisors do hereby ordain as follows: 
SECTION 1: Adopt the proposed Amendments to the Langlade Zoning Ordinance which add and clarify Language to 
the Metallic Mining Section of the Code in Relation to the Passage of 2017 WI Act 134.  
  Original on file at the Langlade County Land Records and Regulations Department. 
SECTION 2:  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 
SECTION 3:  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its date of adoption. 
    APPROVED: 
ADOPTED:  6-19-2018    David J. Solin     
    County Board Chairman 
APPROVED:  6-19-2018   ATTEST: 
    Judy Nagel 
ATTEST:  6-19-2018    County Clerk 
 
Motion by Balcerzak, second by Nye to adopt Ordinance 4-2018 Metallic Mining Ordinance Amendments.    
 
Zoning Administrator Haakenson addressed the Board, stating that Wisconsin Act 134 in 2017, lifting the moratorium on 
mining in Langlade County, giving the Counties six months  to review the mining regulations.   A draft, public hearing, and 
proposed ordinance were completed prior to presenting this to the County Board. Haakenson reviewed the changes, and 
the Committee will review possible amendments in the future.  
   

On call of the roll to adopt Ordinance 4-2018, all Supervisors present voted aye, 18 ayes, 3 absent.   Ordinance 4-2018 is 
adopted.  
     
Resolutions:   
RESOLUTION  #20-2018 
INTRODUCED BY:   BOARD OF HEALTH  
INTENT: APPOINT HEALTH OFFICER  

WHEREAS, the position of Clinical Supervisor/Health Officer in the Health Department has been unfilled as of 
January 17, 2018; and   

WHEREAS, the Board of Health has recognized that the position of Clinical Manager / Health Officer has been 
vacant and that Director Barger has been serving in a dual role during that time, there exists the need to appoint a 
permanent Health Officer per Wisconsin State Statute 251; and  

WHEREAS, the Board of Health, after conducting a job search and interview for the position, recommends 
appointing Public Health Nurse Stephanie Thiede to the position of Health Officer on an interim basis,  

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by majority vote of the Langlade County Board of Supervisors, that 
Stephanie Thiede, RN be appointed to the post of Health Officer on an interim basis until successful completion of three 
years of employment within the Health Department as outlined by State Statute 251. Upon her anniversary date in 
October of 2018, Ms Thiede’s designation will change from that of Interim to full Health Officer. This appointment will be 
considered pending until final review and approval by the State Health Officer.    

       BOARD OF HEALTH: 
       Robert Benishek, Chairman     

        Arlene Bonacci      
        Gloria Oberneder     
        Holly Matucheski      
        Reinhardt Balcerzak 
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FISCAL NOTE:  The appointment of a Health Officer is due to a vacancy in the Health Department.  The estimated cost 
of this position from July 1, 2018 – December 31, 2018 will be $27,877 in wages and $9,439 in fringe benefits for a total of 
$37,315.  The Health Department budget for the previous Health Officer will cover this cost.    
 
Motion by Supervisor Benishek, second by Supervisor Balcerzak to adopt.     
 
Health and Social Services Director Barger addressed the Board, stating the appointment of a Health Officer is due to a 
retirement, as Barger has been the Interim Health Officer.    Barger introduced Steph Thiede to the Board.   
 
On the call of the roll to adopt Resolution #20-2018, all Supervisors present voted aye.   18 ayes, 3 absent.   Resolution 
#20-2018 is adopted.    
 
Committee Reports:  A summary of information contained in recent committee minutes on file in the County Clerk’s 
Office.   Supervisor Benishek will continue next month.    It was noted of the painting progress in the County Board Room.       
 
Administrative Coordinator’s Report: 
Robin Stowe, Corporation Counsel, reported that due to the resignation of the Finance Director, the Committee has 
appointed Jan Cahak as Interim Finance Director.  
  
Motion was made by Supervisor Balcerzak, second by Supervisor Wiegert to adjourn the meeting at 11:38 AM.  All 
Supervisors present voted aye.  Motion carried, meeting adjourned. 
 
I, Judy Nagel, Langlade County Clerk, Antigo, Wisconsin, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of 
the proceedings of the Langlade County Board of Supervisors Monthly Meeting of June 19, 2018. 
           Judy Nagel 
Dated this 22th day of June, 2018.      Langlade County Clerk 
*********************************************************************************************************************************************    


