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LANGLADE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  

MONTHLY MEETING OF THE LANGLADE COUNTY BOARD – APRIL 28, 2025 
COUNTY BOARD ROOM, SAFETY BUILDING, 840 CLERMONT STREET, ANTIGO, WI  54409 

 
Chairman Pierce called the April 28, 2025, Monthly Meeting of the County Board to order at 5:30 p.m.  On call of the roll, 
21 Supervisors were present. The Board recited the Pledge of Allegiance and observed a moment of silence.   
 
Citizens and Delegations, Recognize others in Attendance: Chairman Pierce welcomed those in attendance for 
tonight’s meeting. 
   
Approve or Amend the Agenda:  Motion by Supervisor Curler, second by Supervisor Balcerzak, to approve the agenda.  
All ayes, motion carried.    
 
Approve or Amend the Minutes of the March 24, 2025 meeting as printed:   Motion by Supervisor Haatvedt, second 
by Supervisor Baumgartner to approve the March 24, 2025 Meeting Minutes.   All ayes, motion carried.  
 
Recognition of County Employees:   Milestones: Karen Marten, Public Health Nurse, 10 years.  
Retirements/Resignations:  Caden Bauknecht, Dispatcher, 9 months.  Jon Block, Highway 9 years.  New 
Hires/Promotions/Transfers:  Kiana Arpke, Corrections Officer.     
 
Correspondence to the County Board regarding the March 31, 2025, Storm Clean-Up, thanking the Highway 
Department Staff:  Supervisor Curler thanked Highway Commissioner Braun and Staff for the clean-up efforts during the 
recent ice storm.   Curler acknowledged the coordinated crew work that safely opened up many areas, such as Neva Lake 
and Borth Lake Road.    
 
Old Business:  No Old Business. 
New Business:   
Health & Social Services Director John Zenkovich:  Departmental Budget Update for Social Services:  Health & 
Social Services Director Zenkovich discussed the Youth Justice Budget for 2025, noting that this budget will not be within 
budget, providing to the Board the estimated costs for out-of-home placements.  
Youth Justice out-of-home expenditures as of 31 March: $315,078 
Known bills: 
Youth placed out of State will turn 18 in September, cost from 1 April – 30 September:  $144,000 
Youth in Group Home (turns 18 spring of 2026): $132,394 
Youth in Residential Facility (State pays approximately half) County obligation: $240,846 (13-year-old) 
Youth in Secure Detention 180 Program (turns 18 end of August): $103,320 
Youth to be placed out of State or Lincoln Hills:  $232,900/$347,432 
Youth in Residential Facility 37-day Assessment: $33,855 
2 awaiting probable facilities: 
Youth post-treatment facility unknown 
Youth in Secure Detention, possible 180 program: est.  $137,760 
Discussion held, no action. 

    
Corporation Counsel Stowe:  Notice of Disallowance of Claim for Damages:  Frontier, loss dated September 18, 
2023:  Corporation Counsel Stowe reviewed the Frontier Claim, date of damage September 18, 2023, in the ROW on 
County Road G and Kautza Drive, in Langlade County.  Stowe discussed the Frontier unmarked or poorly marked 
pedestals in the ROW, which get damaged.  Stowe explained the process for the claim.   Discussion held.   Motion by 
Supervisor Haatvedt, second by Supervisor Balcerzak, to Disallow the Frontier claim dated September 18, 2023.   Voice 
vote, all ayes, motion carried. 
  
Corporation Counsel Stowe: 
Update on Class Action Lawsuit regarding surplus proceeds from tax sale properties: Corporation Counsel Stowe 
discussed the February 2025 lawsuit that was filed in Waukesha County and all 72 Counties, regarding surplus proceeds 
from delinquent tax sale properties.  The statute of limitations for constitutional claims is six years.  At this point, there is 
some uncertainty on when the clock starts, when the government acquires the property, or when the government sells the 
property.  The County Treasurer will be reviewing all properties acquired by the County dating back to 2017 until April 2, 
2022 (effective date of Act 216) to be sure that we are capturing all properties that may be subject to this lawsuit. 
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Langlade County will need to determine any net surplus that was retained by the County. For properties sold to third 
parties, we use the sale price and deduct our costs.  For properties that we retained or exchanged with another 
municipality, we use the FMV listed on the tax bill and deduct our costs.  Stowe stated that Langlade County is 
represented by WI County Mutual, which is represented by Attolles Law Firm. 
 
Recent Appellate Court Decision on Closed Sessions:  Corporation Counsel Stowe discussed closed sessions, 
discussing what qualifies for a closed session that legally can occur in a closed session.  Stowe stated the best practice is 
for the Committee to discuss in open session all matters that are germane to the agenda item that do not qualify for 
closed session before calling for the roll call vote to convene in closed session.  Essentially, the Committee should 
discuss as much information about the agenda item as possible in open session before they reach a point at which they 
need to continue the discussion in closed session.  An item that appears on the agenda for a potential closed session can 
be discussed in both open and closed sessions.  When convening in closed session, make arrangements for someone to 
take notes.  Any closed session notes need to be maintained in a confidential file with the County Clerk’s Office.  The 
notes serve two purposes: they are used by the Court to determine the validity of any challenges to a closed session, and 

once the reasons for a closed session no longer exist, then the notes must be disclosed in subsequent meeting minutes.   
 
Consent Agenda:  Supervisor Haatvedt requests that the Elections or Appointments be removed from the Consent 
Agenda.   Motion by Supervisor Medo, second by Supervisor Balcerzak, to approve the Consent Agenda, removing the 
Elections or Appointments.   Voice vote, all ayes, motion carried. 

 
Consent Agenda: 
Elections or Appointments:  
     Consider Appointment to the Library Board:  Cynthia Tyler (action below Ordinances). 
     Consider Appointment to the Housing Authority Board for a 5-year Term:  Carol Blawat (action below Ordinances). 
Zoning Ordinances: 
ORD #4-2025Z Request for Zone Change Town of Polar 
The Langlade County Board of Supervisors do hereby ordain as follows:  
SECTION 1: That the lands described as PT NE SE Sec 31 T31N R12E being approximately a 2-acre building site in 
(Parcel # 022-0491.001), Town of Polar.  
Now comprising a part of the A-1 District is hereby rezoned into the AFR District. 
SECTION 2: All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  
SECTION 3: This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its date of adoption. 
                                                                                                                                                            APPROVED:                  Ben Pierce,  
ADOPTED:     April 28, 2025                                                                                  County Board Chairman 
                                                       ATTEST:                   Judy Nagel 
                                                                                           Langlade County Clerk 

 
ORD #5-2025Z Request Zone Change for the Town of Vilas 
The Langlade County Board of Supervisors do hereby ordain as follows:  
SECTION 1: That the lands described as PT SE SW Sec 22 T32N R9E being approximately a 3-acre building site in 
(Parcel # 032-0348.001), Town of Vilas.  
Now comprising a part of the Forestry with Farmland Preservation District, is hereby rezoned into the AFR District.  
SECTION 2: All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  
SECTION 3: This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its date of adoption.  
                                                                                        APPROVED:              Ben Pierce,  
ADOPTED:     April 28, 2025                                                                             County Board Chairman 
                                                       ATTEST:                Judy Nagel 
                                                                                     Langlade County Clerk 
Motion by Supervisor J. Wagner, second by Supervisor McDougal, to approve Appointment to the Library Board:  Cynthia 
Tyler.  Supervisor Haatvedt requests more information for the Board and Public regarding appointments, such as the term 
of appointment, predecessor, and information on the appointee.   Discussion held.   Voice vote, all ayes, motion carried.   
 
Motion by Supervisor Haatvedt, second by Supervisor Mayr, to approve Appointment to the Housing Authority Board for a 
5-year Term:  Carol Blawat.   Voice vote, all ayes, motion carried. 
 
Motion by Supervisor Medo, second by Supervisor Buck, to excuse Supervisor Baumgartner at 6:20 p.m.   All ayes, 
motion carried.   
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RESOLUTIONS: 
RESOLUTION #12-2025 
INTRODUCED BY: ADMINISTRATIVE/FINANCE COMMITTEE  
INTENT:  AUTHORIZE TRANSFER FROM UNDESIGNATED GENERAL FUND TO COVER 2024 EXPENDITURES IN 
EXCESS OF BUDGETED AMOUNTS 
               WHEREAS, the Langlade County Administrative/Finance Department closed the books for the year 2024; and  
              WHEREAS, the Langlade County Administrative/Finance Committee has been informed by the County 
Administrator/Finance Director regarding expenditures in excess of budget control units; and 
              WHEREAS, the Administrative/Finance Committee has examined the expenditures and determined that the 
expenditures were not foreseen during the 2024 budgeting process; and 
              WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Statutes require a resolution adopted by the County Board under Section 65.90 (5)(a) 
for the transfer of money for any purpose in excess of funds appropriated; and  
              WHEREAS, the Departments overspent are:  IT (mostly health insurance and professional services) $17,400, and 
Jail (mostly overtime) $98,452. 
              NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by a two-thirds majority vote of the members-elect of the Langlade 
County Board of Supervisors, that a transfer of funds be authorized of $115,852 from the General Fund to cover the 
above amounts.         

ADMINISTRATIVE/FINANCE COMMITTEE:                        
Ben Pierce, Chairman     

                                                                                          Justin Sorano      
Bruce McDougal    
 Todd Mayr 
  Steve Maier 
Andrew Bauknecht 
John Medo 

 

FISCAL NOTE: Although the departments above were overspent by $115,852, the entire general fund was underspent by 
$1,085,750.  Approximately $375,000 of the $1,085,750 will carry over into the 2025 budget.  
 

Motion by Supervisor Balcerzak, second by Supervisor Persen, to adopt RS #12-2025.  Voice vote:   20 ayes. 1 absent, 
motion carried. RS #12-2025 is adopted. 
  

RESOLUTION #13-2025 
INTRODUCED BY:  ADMINISTRATIVE/FINANCE COMMITTEE 
INTENT:  CARRY UNEXPENDED 2024 ACCOUNTS INTO 2025 BUDGET 
                                                              WHEREAS, the unused portion of the 2024 accounts (on file in the Finance Department) will remain 
unexpended; and 
                                                           WHEREAS, the intended purpose of the attached appropriations has not been completed or are non-lapsing 
accounts. 
                                                            WHEREAS, also an updated listing of all fund balance amounts that have been designated for specific 
purposes. 
                                                          NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by a majority vote of the Langlade County Board of Supervisors that 
the remaining amounts in the attached (attached to the original Resolution) 2024 accounts be carried forward into the 
2025 Budget, and to reaffirm the designated fund balance amounts. 

ADMINISTRATIVE/FINANCE COMMITTEE:                        
Ben Pierce, Chairman     

                                                                                          Justin Sorano      
Bruce McDougal    
 Todd Mayr 
  Steve Maier 
Andrew Bauknecht 
John Medo       

FISCAL NOTE:  Total funds to be carried forward amount to $374,552.28.  The total amount of fund balance that is 
designated for specific purposes and/or non-lapsing total $2,226,298.47. 
 
Motion by Supervisor J. Wagner, second by Supervisor Balcerzak, to adopt RS #13-2025.  Supervisor Poltrock discussed 
the line item on the attachment listed as “Multiple Things”.  County Administrator Hilger stated that there is no 
carryforward balance and that the line item can be deleted.  Voice vote:  20 ayes, 1 absent, motion carried.   RS #13-2025 
is adopted. 
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Committee Referrals:  Reports/Referral of any matters to committees having proper jurisdiction with no 
discussion or action taken:   Supervisor Bardo discussed the Antigo Public Library, stating that at the May County 
Board Meeting, Director Toni Edge and Bardo will be discussing the Library.  Bardo also discussed investment accounts 
that are now expired, and that funding will be used for digitization and structure changes for the Library.   Chairman Pierce 
stated that the Library Taskforce is scheduled to meet on May 13, 2025, at 5:30 p.m. at the Library.  Supervisor Balcerzak 
reminded the Supervisors to complete the online survey for North Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission.   
Supervisor Maier discussed the BEAD Program, fiber builds, fixed wireless, and cellular providers.  Discussion on the City 
Water Tower and the decommissioned services of Bertram.                   
    
County Administrator’s Report:  County Administrator Hilger reviewed a written report that was distributed to the Board 
via email through the Clerk. The report is available from the County Administrator. 
    
Any other business that may lawfully come before the Board: The Next County Board meeting is on May 19, 2025, at 
5:30 p.m.              
 
Adjournment:    
Motion by Supervisor Maier, second by Supervisor Buck, to adjourn the April 28, 2025, County Board Meeting at 7:00 
p.m.   All ayes, motion carried.            
 
I, Judy Nagel, Langlade County Clerk, Antigo, Wisconsin, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of 
the proceedings of the Langlade County Board of Supervisors Monthly Meeting of April 28, 2025.  Note: These minutes 
are not official until they are approved by the County Board at their next meeting. A complete copy of the minutes is 
available in the County Clerk’s Office. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       Judy Nagel 
Dated this 30th day of April 2025.                                                                                                                                                                                                                Langlade County Clerk 
******************************************************************************************************************************************    


