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LANGLADE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  

MONTHLY MEETING OF THE LANGLADE COUNTY BOARD – MARCH 24, 2025 
COUNTY BOARD ROOM, SAFETY BUILDING, 840 CLERMONT STREET, ANTIGO, WI  54409 

 
Chairman Pierce called the March 24, 2025, Monthly Meeting of the County Board to order at 5:30 p.m.  On call of the roll, 
19 Supervisors were present, and 2 were absent.   Absent:  Supervisors McDougal and Sorano.  Motion by Supervisor 
Maier, second by Supervisor Bina, to excuse Supervisors McDougal and Sorano.  All ayes, motion carried. The Board 
recited the Pledge of Allegiance and observed a moment of silence recognizing the passing of past County Board 
Supervisor Joseph Novak, III.   
 
Citizens and Delegations, Recognize others in Attendance: Chairman Pierce welcomed those in attendance for 
tonight’s meeting. 
   
Approve or Amend the Agenda:  Motion by Supervisor Persen, second by Supervisor Buck, to approve the agenda.  All 
ayes, motion carried.    
 
Approve or Amend the Minutes of the February 17, 2025 meeting as printed:   Motion by Supervisor Mayr, second by 
Supervisor Baumgartner to approve the February 17, 2025 Meeting Minutes.   All ayes, motion carried.  
 
Recognition of County Employees:   Milestones: Steve Meshak, Sheriff’s Deputy, 5 years; Sherri Hunter, Deputy 
Treasurer, 10 years; Cody Brauner, Assistant Forest Administrator, 10 years; Brenda Malitz, Corrections Sergeant, 25 
years; Dennis Keen, Highway Worker, 25 years.  Retirements/Resignations:  Nick Novy, Highway, 4 months; Dillion West, 
Sheriff’s Office, 1 year; Duane Haakenson, Zoning Administrator, 38 years. New Hires/Promotions/Transfers:  Brennah 
Messer, Sheriff’s Office Dispatcher; Dustyn Paulson, Sheriff’s Deputy; Ciarra Fischer, Economic Support Specialist; 
Melissa Tracy, Economic Support Specialist; David Allen, Deputy Highway Commissioner.     
 
Correspondence:  from the Langlade County Snowmobile Council recognizing the Langlade County Forestry, 
Parks & Recreation Department:  Vice Chairman Maier read a letter from Steve and Jane Noskowiak, Antigo Sno-
Drifters, recognizing Assistant Forest Administrator Brauner, Office Manager Brock, and Forest Administrator Murray on 
the partnership between the Forestry Office and the Snowmobile Clubs.   Noskowiak commended the Forestry Staff’s 
knowledge, professionalism, and understanding of the complex snowmobile trail system in Langlade County.   Brauner 
and Brock were introduced to the County Board.   Tim Grall, Director of the Langlade County Snowmobile Council, 
thanked the Forestry Staff for the excellent working relationship.    
 
Old Business:  No Old Business. 
New Business:  NCHC (North Central Health Care) Executive Director Gary Olsen, Updating the County Board on 
Programs and Services for the residents of Langlade County:  Olsen reviewed the Programs and Services provided 
by NCHC to the residents of Langlade County, noting that Langlade County is part of a Tri-County Program with Marathon 
and Lincoln Counties.  OIsen provided a handout to the Board:  NCHC Desired Future State:   Community Programs:  
NCHC and Marathon, Lincoln and Langlade County Departments of Social Services work seamlessly together in 
delivering human services to vulnerable individuals in our communities.   Together, provide services and treatment that 
are focused on supporting individuals in the least restrictive setting in the Community.  Target population:  mental health 
and substance abuse disorder, child welfare, adult protective services, and criminal justice system.   Olsen discussed the 
financial costs for services and programs.   Discussion held.   Olsen thanked the Board and Corporation Counsel Stowe 
for the continued partnership with NCHC.    
Consent Agenda:  Motion by Supervisor Bina, second by Supervisor Balcerzak, to approve the Consent Agenda.   All 
ayes, motion carried.  
ORD #3-2025Z Request for Zone Change Town of Norwood 
The Langlade County Board of Supervisors do hereby ordain as follows: 
SECTION 1:  That the lands described as PT SW NE Sec 5 T30N R12E being an approximately nine-acre site in (Parcel 
# 016-0067), Town of Norwood. 
Now comprising a part of the A-2 and A-2 w/Farmland Preservation District is hereby rezoned into the R-1 District. 
SECTION 2:  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 
SECTION 3:  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its date of adoption.  
                                                                                        APPROVED:              Ben Pierce,  
ADOPTED:     March 24, 2025                                                                           County Board Chairman 
                                                       ATTEST:             Judy Nagel 
                                                                                     Langlade County Clerk 
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RESOLUTIONS: 
RESOLUTION #4-2025 
INTRODUCED BY:  ADMINISTRATIVE/FINANCE COMMITTEE 
INTENT:  RESOLUTION URGING GOVERNOR EVERS AND THE WISCONSIN LEGISLATURE TO SUPPORT THE 
COUNTY COURTS 
               WHEREAS, in 2023, the total cost to Wisconsin Counties for running all Circuit Courts was $237 million. At the 
same time, the Court Support funding from the state to counties was $28 million, 12 percent of the actual cost to run the 
local courts; and, 
            WHEREAS, the Circuit Court system is intended to be a state-county partnership; and 
            WHEREAS, the state’s fiscal responsibilities include Judges, Court reporters, CCAP equipment, and the Circuit 
Court Cost Appropriation; and, 
            WHEREAS, the Counties are fiscally responsible for the majority of other functions of the court, including, but not 
limited to the following: bailiffs and court security officers, courthouse building maintenance, phones and utilities, Clerk of 
Court and Register in Probate, staff salaries and benefits, jury costs, psychological exams, guardians ad litem and court-
appointed attorneys, expert witnesses, interpreters and translation fees, court commissioners, law libraries, corporation 
counsel, courtroom technology and audiovisuals, copying machines and other non-CCAP office technology, office 
supplies, furniture, recruitment and training, financial collection efforts, mail fees, printing costs, exhibit and file storage, 
access to state data, insurance, service of court documents, judicial staff attorneys, and equipment repair; and, 
            WHEREAS, over the last 10 years, the increase in the county portion of cost to run the courts is nearly six times 
higher than the increase in Circuit Court Cost Appropriations provided to cover these costs, and counties now pay almost 
$150,000,000 more than the state in unbalanced Circuit Court costs. 
            NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Langlade County Board of Supervisors that Langlade County joins 
the Wisconsin Clerks of Circuit Court Association (WCCCA) and the Wisconsin Counties Association (WCA) in their 
efforts to increase the Circuit Court Cost Appropriation by $70 million payable to Wisconsin Counties in the 2025/27 
Wisconsin State Budget.  
            BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall be effective upon its passage and publication, and a copy 
be sent to Governor Evers and all Wisconsin State Legislators representing Langlade County.  

ADMINISTRATIVE/FINANCE COMMITTEE:                        
Ben Pierce, Chairman     

                                                                                          Justin Sorano      
Bruce McDougal    
 Todd Mayr 
  Steve Maier 
Andrew Bauknecht 
John Medo    

Fiscal Note: No Fiscal Note. 
 
Motion by Supervisor Medo, second by Supervisor Bardo, to adopt RS #4-2025.  Discussion held on State Mandates for 
the County, State Reimbursement and the County Costs for Courts Voice vote:   All ayes.  Absent: Supervisors McDougal 
and Sorano.    19 ayes, and 2 absent.   RS #4-2025 is adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #6-2025       
INTRODUCED BY:  ADMINISTRATIVE/FINANCE COMMITTEE 
INTENT:  REQUEST LEGISLATIVE CHANGES TO IMPROVE RURAL COMMUNITY ECONOMIES BY PROVIDING 
LOCAL AUTHORITY TO DEFINE BUSINESS DISTRICTS AND REDUCE SPEEDS IN THOSE DISTRICTS ALONG 
STATE AND FEDERAL HIGHWAYS 

WHEREAS, Langlade County is comprised of 19 civil divisions governed by City, Village, and Town Boards; and 
WHEREAS, 18 of the 19 Langlade County civil divisions are rural communities mostly dependent upon the 

timber, agricultural, and tourism industries; and 
WHEREAS, DOT speed regulations are based almost purely on comfortable speed for motorists with reductions 

only authorized when known safety hazards (corners, high traffic intersections, etc.) are present or when crashes are 
documented; and  

WHEREAS, businesses in rural communities are often passed by at high rates of speed resulting in increased 
customer and pedestrian risks in those areas; and 

WHEREAS, businesses in rural communities are often passed at high rates of speed, resulting in less customer 
participation and reduced economic development for rural communities; and 
             WHEREAS, providing authority for rural communities to designate business districts and require speed reductions 
to 35 miles per hour or less would improve economic opportunities and spur business growth in rural communities; and  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Langlade County Board of Supervisors adopts this resolution to 
request Federal Agencies and the State of Wisconsin process changes in policies, regulations, and practices to provide 
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authority to municipalities with populations of less than 10,000 by official action of the municipal body to identify business 
districts along Federal and State Highways and reduce speed limits to no more than 35 miles per hour within those 
districts when approved by resolution of the governing board of the municipality. Such business districts should be limited 
to no more than 2 miles in length in no more than 4 separate highway segments within the municipality. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Langlade County Board of Supervisors request the County Clerk forward 
this resolution to all Wisconsin representatives of the U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Representatives, the U.S. Secretary 
of Transportation, State Senators representing Langlade County, the State Representatives representing Langlade 
County and the Secretary of the Wisconsin Department of Transportation. 

ADMINISTRATIVE/FINANCE COMMITTEE:                        
Ben Pierce, Chairman     

                                                                                          Justin Sorano      
Bruce McDougal    
 Todd Mayr 
  Steve Maier 
Andrew Bauknecht 
John Medo 

 
Fiscal Note: No short-term fiscal impact is expected.  The potential of the substantial increase in sales tax from rural 
communities in the long term if approved. 
 
Motion by Supervisor Balcerzak, second by Supervisor Medo, to adopt RS #6-2025. Voice vote:   All ayes.  Absent: 
Supervisors McDougal and Sorano.    19 ayes, and 2 absent.   RS #6-2025 is adopted. 
 
Discussion on Board Rules and allowing the following Resolutions on the Board Floor at tonight’s meeting, as Resolutions 
#7-2025, #8-2025, #9-2025 and #10-2025 were not listed on the March 18, 2025 Administrative/Finance Committee 
Agenda.  Discussion held.   Motion by Supervisor Balcerzak, second by Supervisor J. Wagner, to suspend the County 
Board Rules to allow for the Board to take action on Resolutions #7-2025, #8-2025, #9-2025, and #10-2025, giving the 
State time to consider the proposed Resolutions.   Roll Call Vote:  Supervisors Dieck, Mayr, Bardo, J. Wagner, Persen, 
Balcerzak, Poltrock, Zagar, Bauknecht, Bina, W. Wagner, Buck, Pierce, Wickersheim, Medo and Maier voted aye.   
Supervisors Baumgartner, Haatvedt, and Curler voted nay.   Supervisors McDougal and Sorano, absent.   16 ayes, 3 
nays, and 2 absent.   The Board Rules are suspended to allow the Board to take action on Resolutions #7-2025, #8-2025, 
#9-2025, and #10-2025. 
 
RESOLUTION #7-2025       
INTRODUCED BY:  ADMINISTRATIVE/FINANCE COMMITTEE 
INTENT:  REQUEST LEGISLATIVE CHANGES IN BOTH STATE AND FEDERAL REGULATIONS AND POLICIES 
REQUIRING LOCAL AUTHORITY APPROVAL OF ALL LAND AND LAND INTEREST ACQUISITIONS UTILIZING 
STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDING 

WHEREAS, Langlade County is comprised of 19 civil divisions governed by City, Village, and Town Boards; and 
WHEREAS, 18 of the 19 Langlade County civil divisions are rural communities mostly dependent upon the 

timber, agricultural, and tourism industries; and 
WHEREAS, the primary funding source for public services at the local level is the taxation of property. State and 

Federal regulations and programs through time have provided restrictions or limitations on Local and County 
Governments' ability to generate needed tax revenue while also permanently limiting property tax revenue on large 
amounts of land within many communities. Some programs to note include but are not limited to the National Forest 
System, Federal Wild Rivers Program, Federal Agricultural Preservation Programs, Wisconsin Use Value Taxation, 
Wisconsin Forest Crop Program, Wisconsin Managed Forest Program, Wisconsin County Forest Program, and various 
Agricultural Retention programs.  In combination, many rural communities have less than 50% of their total land base that 
is fully taxable or available for residential or commercial development, placing a large tax burden on the small populations 
of these communities; and  

WHEREAS, State and Federal agencies provide funding for the acquisition of lands and land interest by State 
and Federal Agencies, NGOs, and non-profit organizations which permanently limit property tax revenue from lands 
acquired.  While local governments do agree with many purchases of property, local government entities are not notified 
in proper time frames or treatment government entities representing local communities in relation to State and Federal 
actions for land acquisitions. Local government coordination is required within Federal laws and regulations and not 
appropriately applied;    

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Langlade County Board of Supervisors adopts this resolution to 
request changes in all State and Federal programs and actions to require affirmative approval by local government, by 
resolution, of any land or land interest by State agency, Federal agency, NGO’s or non-profit organization which utilizes 
State or Federal funding for such acquisition within the jurisdiction of the local government. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Langlade County Board of Supervisors requests the County Clerk forward 
this resolution to all Wisconsin representatives of the U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Representatives, State Senators 
representing Langlade County, and State Representatives representing Langlade County. 

ADMINISTRATIVE/FINANCE COMMITTEE:                        
Ben Pierce, Chairman     

                                                                                          Justin Sorano      
Bruce McDougal    
 Todd Mayr 
  Steve Maier 
Andrew Bauknecht 
John Medo 

Fiscal Note: no fiscal note.  
 
Motion by Supervisor J. Wagner, second by Supervisor Bardo, to adopt RS #7-2025.  Discussion held.  Voice vote:   All 
ayes, except Supervisor Haatvedt, nay.  Absent: Supervisors McDougal and Sorano.    18 ayes, 1 nay, and 2 absent.   RS 
#7-2025 is adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #8-2025       
INTRODUCED BY:  ADMINISTRATIVE/FINANCE COMMITTEE 
INTENT:  REQUEST LEGISLATIVE CHANGES TO IMPROVE RURAL COMMUNITY ECONOMIES BY REAFFIRMING 
LOCAL AUTHORITY FOR LIMITED SALES OF COUNTY FOREST PROPERTIES ACQUIRED PRIOR TO 1963 
UNDER WI §28.10 WITHOUT PENALTY 

WHEREAS, Langlade County is comprised of 19 civil divisions governed by City, Village, and Town Boards; and 
WHEREAS, 18 of the 19 Langlade County civil divisions are rural communities mostly dependent upon the 

timber, agricultural, and tourism industries; and 
WHEREAS, the Wisconsin County Forest program was established in 1928 under WI §28.10 and gave the 

County Board of any county, by resolution, the authority to establish a county public forest and acquire land by tax deed or 
otherwise for that purpose; and  

WHEREAS, at that time, the lands were commonly acquired by Counties' tax delinquent properties that had been 
mismanaged during the historic cutover period; and 

WHEREAS, Counties at that time took the responsibility for the management and reforestation of those lands with 
the assistance of the Wisconsin Conservation Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the original WI §28.10 established in 1912 provided the County Board with the ability to withdraw and 
sell County Forest property and provided the Conservation Commission the responsibility of establishing the value of 
lands to be sold and making a recommendation for or against the sale to the County Board; and 

WHEREAS, in 1963, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources oversight of the Wisconsin County Forest 
Program changed considerably with the passage of Stats. 28.11, which established the Wisconsin DNR requiring DNR 
approval of withdrawal and sale of County Forest lands requiring proof of state-wide benefits of the land sale, well beyond 
the original authority recognized by the Counties prior to 1963; and 

WHEREAS, currently, many County Forest parcels acquired prior to 1963, mostly as tax delinquent properties, 
are very near and/or adjacent to areas that have been subdivided into lots 5 acres or less and developed for residential or 
seasonal homes over time; and 

WHEREAS, many County Forest parcels have available public infrastructure including maintained public 
roadways, electrical service, telephone, and fiber optic cable availability, which is underutilized due to development 
restrictions of County Forest; and 

WHEREAS, due to historical development, many forested areas with inclusions of County forest properties are 
comprised of less forest and more development, making the management of the forest inefficient and controversial; and 

WHEREAS, these forest areas would be more beneficial to rural communities if they could be subdivided and 
sold for a higher valued use to provide for efficient use of infrastructure, population growth opportunities, and additional 
property tax base for the community; and   

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Langlade County Board of Supervisors adopts this resolution to 
request the State of Wisconsin reaffirmation of County rights to withdraw and sell County forest properties originally 
acquired under WI §28.10 prior to 1963;  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Langlade County Board of Supervisors adopts this resolution to request 
the State of Wisconsin reaffirmation of Wisconsin DNR's responsibility to establish the value of lands proposed by the 
County Board to be sold and making a recommendation for or against the withdrawal and sale for consideration of the 
County Board with no additional authority provided to the DNR under WI §28.10; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, to promote efficient use of infrastructure, stimulate population growth opportunities 
and provide additional property tax base for the community, provided reaffirmation of County land sale rights and DNR 
responsibilities as above, and following the process outlined in WI §28.10 prior to 1963, the Langlade County Board of 
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Supervisors will consider withdrawal and the sale of County Forest lands when lands such lands meet the following 
conditions: 

1. Lands were acquired under WI §28.10 prior to 1963 

2. Lands are within ½ mile of private subdivisions, which include at least 5 lots of 5 acres or less; and  

3. Lands are within ½ mile of public roadways and electrical service; and  

4. Lands have no more than 5280 feet of property line common to other County Forest lands. 

5. Lands do not provide the sole access to any lake or stream as evidenced by other established landings or 

accesses;  

6. The sale of lands has a resolution of approval of subdivision and sale by the Town government with jurisdiction over 

land to be sold. 

Such sale of lands shall require a County resolution with a 2/3 majority vote of the County Board and notice provided 
to the Wisconsin DNR for such sale.  Lands shall be capable of residential or commercial development and be 
subdivided into lots of no more than 10 acres to provide the maximum potential of development for increased tax levy 
benefits. No more than 80 acres of land shall be withdrawn from the program at any one time, and additional 
withdrawals and sales will not be authorized until 80% of any prior withdrawals have been sold for development. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Langlade County Board of Supervisors request the County Clerk forward 
this resolution to all State Senators representing Langlade County, State Representatives representing Langlade County, 
and the Wisconsin Joint Finance Committee. 

ADMINISTRATIVE/FINANCE COMMITTEE:                        
Ben Pierce, Chairman     

                                                                                          Justin Sorano      
Bruce McDougal    
 Todd Mayr 
  Steve Maier 
Andrew Bauknecht 
John Medo 

 
Fiscal Note: No short-term fiscal impact is expected.  The potential of a substantial increase in the taxable base in the 
long term if approved. 
 
Motion by Supervisor J. Wagner, second by Supervisor Buck, to adopt RS #8-2025.  Forest Administrator Murray 
discussed the 1963 pre and post-county forest purchases.  Discussion on the DNR requirement, regarding selling county 
forest, to have a higher and better purpose in order to sell.  Murray discussed the six guidelines listed in the resolution.  
Discussion held.  Voice vote:   All ayes, except Supervisors Haatvedt and Curler, nay.  Absent: Supervisors McDougal 
and Sorano.   17 ayes, 2 nays, and 2 absent.   RS #8-2025 is adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #9-2025        
INTRODUCED BY:  ADMINISTRATIVE/FINANCE COMMITTEE 
INTENT:  REQUEST LEGISLATIVE CHANGES TO IMPROVE RURAL COMMUNITY ECONOMIES BY PROVIDING 
MANAGING PARTNER AUTHORITY TO DETERMINE USE TYPES ON RAILS-TO-TRAILS PROPERTIES 

WHEREAS, Langlade County is comprised of 19 civil divisions governed by City, Village, and Town Boards; and 
WHEREAS, 18 of the 19 Langlade County civil divisions are rural communities mostly dependent upon the 

timber, agricultural, and tourism industries; and 
WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Rails-to-Trails Program was established to preserve the former railroad corridors for 

use by the public as recreational trails, the program also preserves the corridor for potential future use as new rail 
systems; and  

WHEREAS, under the Rails-to-Trails program, the Wisconsin DNR Parks program retains the authority to 
determine authorized uses on Rails-to-Trails properties and manage funding for major projects required on the trails; and 

WHEREAS, this retention of DNR authority to approve trail uses requires statewide participation in change of use 
determination; and  

WHEREAS, this retention of DNR authority to approve trail uses often results in use limitations that do not match 
the desires of local municipal partners or their constituents; and 

WHEREAS, most Rails-To-Trails properties owned by the State of Wisconsin are managed through 
memorandums of understanding (MOUs) with local municipalities for the management and maintenance of these 
properties; and  

WHEREAS, the local municipality with the MOU seeks various grants and agreements with partner groups for the 
management and maintenance of these properties; and 
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WHEREAS, limitation on use determined by the DNR and DNR staffing commonly results in a lack of 
maintenance funding and a lack of partner groups available to assist managing partners, which could be improved by new 
or additional uses; and 

WHEREAS, local municipalities with MOUs are best suited to determine what trail needs can be provided by the 
trails, which are then managed and maintained; 

WHEREAS, conditions exist where Federal and private funding utilized by the State of Wisconsin to acquire DNR-
managed lands that are adjacent to Rails-to-Trails property results in DNR restrictions on the use of Rails-to-Trails 
property for particular uses, and   

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Langlade County Board of Supervisors adopts this resolution to 
request the State of Wisconsin provide changes to policies and regulations related to rails-to-trails properties which 
provide the sole authority to determine use types of Rails-To-Trails properties by the local municipality with MOU’s to 
manage and maintain trails under the MOU; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Langlade County Board of Supervisors adopts this resolution to request 
that for any Rails-To-Trails property with uses limited by DNR ownership of neighboring lands, the State of Wisconsin 
provide changes to policies and regulations to transfer ownership of the Rails-To-Trails property to the  local municipality 
with the same reversionary wording for return of the property to the Wisconsin DOT, if or when replacement of rail service 
on that property may become feasible or required; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Langlade County Board of Supervisors request the County Clerk forward 
this resolution to State Senators representing Langlade County, State Representatives representing Langlade County, 
and the Secretary of the Department of Natural Resources. 

ADMINISTRATIVE/FINANCE COMMITTEE:                        
Ben Pierce, Chairman     

                                                                                          Justin Sorano      
Bruce McDougal    
 Todd Mayr 
  Steve Maier 
Andrew Bauknecht 
John Medo 
 

Fiscal Note: No short-term fiscal impact is expected.  If the property is transferred, the cost of large-cost repairs will be 
negotiated prior to acceptance of the property. 
 
Motion by Supervisor Medo, second by Supervisor J. Wagner, to adopt RS #9-2025.  Forest Administrator Murray stated 
this resolution is related to the Wolf River State Trail, as the State of Wisconsin (DNR) owns the trail, determines the use, 
and is managed by the County.  Murray discussed giving local authority to manage and maintain the trails.  Discussion 
held.  Voice vote:   All ayes, except Supervisor Haatvedt, nay.  Absent: Supervisors McDougal and Sorano.    18 ayes, 1 
nay, and 2 absent.   RS #9-2025 is adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #10-2025       
INTRODUCED BY:  ADMINISTRATIVE/FINANCE COMMITTEE 
INTENT:  REQUEST LEGISLATIVE CHANGES TO IMPROVE RURAL COMMUNITY ECONOMIES BY PUBLIC 
ACCESS REQUIREMENTS AND IMPROVEMENTS ACROSS MFL AND CONSERVATION EASEMENT LANDS 
LARGER THAN 160 ACRES IN SIZE 

WHEREAS, Langlade County is comprised of 19 civil divisions governed by City, Village, and Town Boards; and 
WHEREAS, 18 of the 19 Langlade County civil divisions are rural communities mostly dependent upon the 

timber, agricultural, and tourism industries; and 
WHEREAS, many parts of rural Wisconsin have massive acreages of MFL properties and other Conservation 

Easement properties have limited access other than those with special authorization of the landowners; and  
WHEREAS, sometimes, access limitation is not in the form of gates or barricades but the result of poor 

maintenance of existing forest trails that access the property; and 
WHEREAS, limited access also provides substantial challenges for emergency services (fire, rescue, and police) 

when services are required on these large properties; and  
WHEREAS, although a right of the property owner, the limitations of recreational access have negative effects on 

rural communities which are dependent upon tourism and access to large forested areas for those uses; and 
WHEREAS, connectivity of rural communities by recreational trails of all types is key to improving rural 

economies dependent upon tourism; and  
WHEREAS, recreational trails often require rerouting of trails when properties change ownership, due to the short 

terms and non-transferability of normal recreational trail agreements; and  
WHEREAS, rerouting of recreational trails creates inefficiency in DNR trail program funding when trails must be 

rebuilt in different locations; and 
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WHEREAS, uncertainty of recreational trail location limits the ability of rural communities to depend upon tourism 
created from trails or plan for expansion of business opportunities in those communities; and 

 WHEREAS, the purchase of and establishment of permanent recreational trails across large MFL 
landownerships would provide stability and improve economic conditions for many rural communities in northern 
Wisconsin,  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Langlade County Board of Supervisors adopts this resolution to 
request State of Wisconsin provide changes to managed forest law policies and regulations to require public accesses 
across MFL open properties and other Conservation Easement properties larger than 160 acres in the form of road and 
trail easements offered at a reasonable price to local municipalities that may develop those accesses. Such public 
accesses shall be no farther than 2 miles in any direction from an established or planned public access easement, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Langlade County Board of Supervisors adopts this resolution to request 
the State of Wisconsin provide changes to the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship program to prioritize funding the purchase of 
road and trail access easements across MFL open properties and other Conservation Easement properties larger than 
160 acres. These easements shall be provided to local municipalities to improve and retain public access to forest lands 
for recreation in perpetuity, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Langlade County Board of Supervisors adopts this resolution to request 
the State of Wisconsin provide changes to the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship program to provide funding to local 
municipalities to improve roads on acquired access easements across MFL open and other Conservation Easement 
properties larger than 160 acres by local municipalities to meet Town road standards, making those roads eligible for DOT 
road maintenance funding; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Langlade County Board of Supervisors request the County Clerk forward 
this resolution to State Senators representing Langlade County, State Representatives representing Langlade County, 
and the Secretary of the Department of Natural Resources. 

ADMINISTRATIVE/FINANCE COMMITTEE:                        
Ben Pierce, Chairman     

                                                                                          Justin Sorano      
Bruce McDougal    
 Todd Mayr 
  Steve Maier 
Andrew Bauknecht 
John Medo 

 
Fiscal Note: No fiscal impact is expected unless the County is provided funding for road or trail easements and/or 
improvements. 
 
Motion by Supervisor Haatvedt, second by Supervisor Mayr, to adopt RS #10-2025.  Supervisor Haatvedt discussed 
private properties that are MFL, larger than 160 acres, and private MFL properties with easements.   Forest Administrator 
Murray discussed easements, conservation easements, proposed legislative change in MFL, and recreational immunity.   
Discussion held.  Voice vote:   All ayes, except Supervisors Haatvedt and Baumgartner, nay.  Absent: Supervisors 
McDougal and Sorano.    17 ayes, 2 nays, and 2 absent.   RS #10-2025 is adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #11-2025 
INTRODUCED BY:   HIGHWAY & AIRPORT COMMITTEE 
INTENT:  RESOLUTION DESIGNATING APRIL 21-25, 2025, AS WORK ZONE AWARENESS WEEK 

 IN LANGLADE COUNTY 
WHEREAS, the Federal Highway Administration partners with the American Association of State Highway and 

Transportation Officials and the American Traffic Safety Services Association each year to coordinate and sponsor a 
national work zone safety awareness campaign, and 

WHEREAS, this year, the Federal Highway Administration has designated April 21-25, 2025, as National Work 
Zone Awareness Week with the theme, “RESPECT THE ZONE SO WE ALL GET HOME”, and 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin County Highway Association is asking all 72 counties in the state to unite and kick off 
Work Zone Safety Awareness Week with a resolution and campaign to raise awareness of highway employees and 
contractors performing work within the counties, and 

WHEREAS, in Wisconsin last year in 2024, there were 2,174 crashes within work zones throughout the state, 
resulting in 779 injuries and 10 fatalities as reported through Wisconsin Traffic Operations and Safety (TOPS) Laboratory, 
and 

WHEREAS, through legislative action due to the increased number of work zone-related crashes, it is now illegal 
to talk on a handheld cell phone while driving through a work zone, and   

WHEREAS, the Langlade County Highway Department organizes a work zone safety public awareness campaign 
every year to encourage travelers on highways to slow down and pay attention, and 
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WHEREAS, through their enforcement activities and other participation, the Langlade County Sheriff’s Office and 
Wisconsin State Patrol are committed to working with the Langlade County Highway Department to make Work Zone 
Awareness Week a success in 2025 and throughout the 2025 year. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Langlade County Board of Supervisors that April 21-25, 2025, be 
designated as Work Zone Awareness Week in Langlade County. 
 HIGHWAY AND AIRPORT COMMITTEE: 
  Ben Pierce, Chairman  
  Todd Mayr, Vice Chairman  
 Roger Buck  
 Dan Persen  
 Steve Maier 
 
Motion by Supervisor Mayr, second by Supervisor Buck to adopt RS #11-2025.  Highway Commissioner Braun discussed 
the need for safety for the highway workers and for the public traveling through work zones, stating it is State Law not to 
use a cell phone when traveling through work zones.   Voice vote:   All ayes.  Absent: Supervisors McDougal and Sorano.    
19 ayes, and 2 absent.   RS #11-2025 is adopted. 

        
Committee Referrals:  Reports/Referral of any matters to committees having proper jurisdiction with no 
discussion or action taken:   Supervisor Curler discussed the recent Langlade County Treatment and Diversion 
meeting, discussing the Hope House in Langlade County and the various programs and services that report to the TAD 
Group. Supervisor Curler discussed his attendance at the Listening Session for Felzkowski and Mursau, discussing the 
topics at the listening session.  Supervisor Bardo gave an update on the Antigo Library, discussing staff, budget, summer 
programs, and a guest speaker from DPI at their next Board meeting.   Supervisor Maier shared notes and comments 
from the WCA Legislative Exchange Conference in Madison.   The WCA Leadership Team, NACo President and WI State 
Leaders thanked County Employees and County Board Supervisors, public servants that the State is grateful for the 
partnership and dedication.  Supervisor Persen discussed the NACo Meetings.   Supervisor J. Wagner requests the 
County Board of Supervisors conduct another monthly meeting at another business in the County.            
    
County Administrator’s Report:  County Administrator Hilger reviewed a written report that was distributed to the Board 
via email through the Clerk. The report is available from the County Administrator. 
    
Any other business that may lawfully come before the Board: The Next County Board meeting is on April 28, 2025, at 
5:30 p.m.   The May County Board Meeting will be on May 19, 2025.           
 
Adjournment:    
Motion by Supervisor Haatvedt, second by Supervisor Medo, to adjourn the March 24, 2025, County Board Meeting at 
7:40 p.m.   All ayes, motion carried.            
 
I, Judy Nagel, Langlade County Clerk, Antigo, Wisconsin, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of 
the proceedings of the Langlade County Board of Supervisors Monthly Meeting of March 24, 2025.  Note: These minutes 
are not official until they are approved by the County Board at their next meeting. A complete copy of the minutes is 
available in the County Clerk’s Office. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       Judy Nagel 
Dated this 28th day of March 2025.                                                                                                                                                                                                                Langlade County Clerk 
******************************************************************************************************************************************    


