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LANGLADE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

MONTHLY MEETING – March 19, 2019 
 
These Board proceedings are published as prescribed by Section 59.14(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes at County 
Government expense. 
 
The Langlade County Board of Supervisors met at the County Board Room in the Safety Building.  Chairman Solin called 
the March19, 2019 Meeting of the County Board to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
On call of the roll, all Supervisors reported present, except Supervisors Scupien and Pennington.    Motion by Supervisor 
Benishek, second by Supervisor Nonnenmacher to excuse Supervisors Scupien and Pennington.  19 Supervisors 
present, 2 absent.   
 
The Board recited the Pledge of Allegiance and observed a moment of silence.       
 
Approve or amend the minutes of February 19, 2019 meeting as printed and published:  Motion by Supervisor 
Oberneder, second by Supervisor Bonacci to approve the February 19, 2019 meeting as printed and published.     
  
Citizens and Delegations, Recognize other in Attendance:  Chairman Solin welcomed all in attendance for today’s 
meeting.        
 
Recognition of County Employees:  Human Resources Director Tina Ver Hagen reviewed County Employee 
Milestones (March  2019):   Daniel Bauknecht, 20 years; Russell Sorano, 20 years; Joan Kretz, 10 years. New Hires: 
Christopher Resch, Corrections Officer; Kalynn Wolter, Corrections Officer; Michael Gottschalk, Corrections Officer; 
Lindsey Steger, Corrections Officer to Emergency Dispatcher; Dianne Fritsch, Child Support Secretary to 
Financial/Program Assistant; Jennifer Carson, UWEX Office Coordinator to Child Support Secretary; Rachael Tulickas, 
Social Services Aide to Social Worker Technician.   Becky McPhail, Child Support Director introduced the change of staff 
in the Child Support Office:   Diane Fritsch and Jennifer Carson.    
 
Public comment on agenda items and consideration of requests for items to be added to future meeting agendas:   
No public comment. 
 
Old Business:  
County Administration:   Board Chairman Solin introduced Nick Trimner, Price County Administrator, as Trimner will 
discuss the role of Price County Administrator.   Motion by Supervisor Bonacci, second by Supervisor Nye to approve 
Trimner speaking today at the Board meeting.   All ayes, motion carried.    Price County Administrator Trimner gave the 
Board a handout, providing documentation as to how the position of administrator was established in Price County, 
approximately four years ago.   Trimner discussed budgets, roles of Supervisors, recruitment, planning and accountability 
regarding a county administrator.    Discussion held.     
 
The Board took a five minute recess. 
 
Update on Sober Living Application approval with Retained County Authority (RCA) and NCHC, approving the 
establishment of a sober living facility in Langlade County:  Corporation Counsel Stowe discussed the application 
approval for the Sober Living Facility, with an estimated annual cost to Langlade County.   The Sober Living Committee 
will be holding a Public Education Session to give public awareness and understanding, building community support 
regarding the sober living facility in Langlade County.   Supervisor Breske stated this project will take County Board 
commitment.     
 
Discuss with possible action regarding retaining the services for a facilitator for Strategic Planning:  Chairman 
Solin discussed the option of focusing on either Strategic Planning or County Administrator, or both.   Corporation 
Counsel Stowe reviewed the prior presentations from two planning facilitators, discussing time line and price threshold for 
using services from facilitator for strategic planning.   Discussion on future meetings regarding county administration.  
Chairman Solin proposed the question for a show of hands in support of moving forward on county administration, a 
majority of the Board agreed to move forward with County Administrator plan.    Discussion continued regarding the 
services of a facilitator for strategic planning.   Chairman Solin proposed the question for a show of hands in support of 
retaining services for a facilitator for strategic planning, as a majority of the Board agreed to proceed without the services 
of a facilitator at the present time.    
    
New Business: 
Discuss the 2020 Census:   Discuss possible reduction of County Board Supervisors due to the Census:   
Chairman Solin reminded the Board that with the 2020 Census coming forward, now would be the time to align 
supervisors to the population.    Langlade County is currently at the statutory maximum allowed number of supervisors.   
Discussion held.    The Board agreed to continue with the 21 member board.   Information only.        
            
***** 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Motion was made by Supervisor Nye, seconded by Supervisor Balcerzak, to approve the Consent Agenda.  All 
Supervisors present voted aye, the motion carried.  The Consent Agenda is adopted. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:    

1. Elections or Appointments: 

 Re-Appoint Jeff McKinney to the Langlade County Housing Authority Board of Commissioners for a 5- year 
term 

 Approve authorized emergency fire wardens for the prevention and suppression of forest fires in Langlade 
County for 2019 
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2. Letter, Petitions and Communications: 
3. Zoning Ordinances:   
4. Resolutions: 
5. RS #9-2019    Adopt Contract Between Langlade County and the Wisconsin Potato Industry Board 
6. Ordinances: 

***** 
Committee Reports:   A summary of information contained in recent committee minutes on file in the County Clerk’s 
Office.   Supervisor Nye reminded the Board that Water & Land Use will be submitting a monthly report to the newspaper 
for printing.   Supervisor Bonacci reported that there have been interviews for deputies and dispatchers.    Supervisor 
Feller Gottard stated that the Airport Committee is not in favor of the Board of Adjustment variance for a tower within the 
three mile zone of the Airport.   Corporation Counsel Stowe requests input from the County Board regarding challenging 
the Board of Adjustment ruling.    Discussion held.    
 
Supervisor Benishek continued with History of Langlade County Board of Supervisors, continuing with 1928, developing 
Langlade County.   The Board approves immigration board, bonds for the erection of the hospital, establishing a county 
airport, started the first county forest in the state.  In 1929, the Board adopts a resolution to have the State close deer 
season for at least five years.   In 1933, Zoning was started in Langlade County.    More information next month. 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 

             
RESOLUTION #8-2019 
INTRODUCED BY:   AGRICULTURE & EXTENSION COMMITTEE 
INTENT:  RESOLUTION TO RESTORE $3.6 MILLION IN FUNDING TO UW EXTENSION 
 WHEREAS, the UW Extension budget was cut $3.6 million dollars as part of the $250 million dollar reduction to 
the University of Wisconsin budget in the 2015-2017 State of Wisconsin budget representing the deepest cut to UW 
Extension in 103 years; and 
 WHEREAS, the UW Extension mission is to teach, learn, lead, and serve by connecting the public with the 
University of Wisconsin and engage with them in transforming lives; and  
 WHEREAS, over 50 UW Extension educator positions are unfilled in 2018; and  
 WHEREAS, agriculturally dependent counties throughout the state are without agriculture agents (Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel Sunday, April 22, 2018 article); and 
 WHEREAS, farmers are stressed with low grain and milk prices; and 
 WHEREAS, the local county agent is the first point of contact for any questions or concerns regarding agriculture, 
horticulture, and natural resources; and 
 WHEREAS, cuts to UW Extension have impacted not only agriculture but also family living, community 
development, youth development, and 4H; and 
 WHEREAS, the lives of youth need the positive role model provided by Youth Development and 4H programs; 
and 
 WHEREAS, the community thread is made stronger by strong youth programs; and  
 WHEREAS, UW Extension educators know local people, schools, and community’s needs and how to best 
address those needs; and  
 WHEREAS, tragedies across the United States call for personalized, powerful, model leadership; and  
 WHEREAS, state spending on worker recruitment, rebates to families, and economic support for business is 
necessary, so is this investment in our children, families, and communities – the lifeblood of Wisconsin society.  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we urge the State of Wisconsin restore the full $3.6 million dollars 
cut from the UW Extension budget to allow a restoration of all educator positions cut from various UW Extension 
programs. 
       AGRICULTURE & EXTENSION COMMITTEE:   
       Joseph Novak, III, Chairman     
       Ben Pierce 
       John Breske       
       Reinhardt Balcerzak 
       Carol Feller-Gottard 
Fiscal Note:  No Fiscal Note. 
 
Motion by Supervisor Balcerzak, second by Supervisor Wiegert to adopt. 
 
Motion by Benishek, second by Hurlbert to allow Art Lersch to address the Board.   All ayes, motion carried.   UW 
Extension Area Representative Art Lersch addressed the Board regarding the request to have the State of Wisconsin 
restore funding to the UW Extension budget.    
 
Chairman Solin stepped out; Vice-Chairman Nye now presides over the meeting.    
On the call of the roll to adopt Resolution #8-2019, all Supervisors present voted aye, 18 ayes, 3 absent.   Resolution #8-
2019 is adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #11-2019 
INTRODUCED BY:  HIGHWAY COMMITTEE 
TO: THE HONORABLE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE LANGLADE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: 
INTENT: RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE WEEK OF APRIL 8 THROUGH APRIL 12, 2019 AS “WORK ZONE 
AWARENESS WEEK” IN LANGLADE COUNTY 

WHEREAS, in 1999, the Federal Highway Administration partnered with the American Association of State 
Highway Officials and more recently the American Traffic Safety Services Association to create the National Work Zone 
Safety Awareness campaign which is held annually in April prior to construction season in much of the nation; and 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin County Highway Association is asking all seventy-two counties in the state to unite 
and kick off “Work Zone Safety Awareness Week” with a resolution and campaign to raise awareness for its workers, the 
traveling public, public safety workers, and those of various highway contractors performing work for the counties; and 

WHEREAS, construction and maintenance activities on our streets and highways periodically require that work 
zones be established; and 
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WHEREAS, there has been over 2,000 work zone crashes in Wisconsin in each of the last three years; and  
WHEREAS, in 2017, Wisconsin suffered from were nearly 2,700 crashes in road construction and maintenance 

zones, resulting in over 1,000 injuries and six fatalities; and 
WHEREAS, between 2012 and 2017, there were 55 fatalities recorded as a result of crashes in Wisconsin work 

zones including three Wisconsin County Highway workers which were killed in work zones in 2015; and 
WHEREAS, through their enforcement activities and other participation, the Langlade County Sheriff’s Office, 

Wisconsin State Patrol, and Langlade County Highway Department are committed to working together in 2019 to make 
Work Zone Awareness Week a success; 

WHEREAS, the Federal Highway Administration has designated April 8 through April 12, 2019 as National Work 
Zone Awareness Week; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Langlade County Board of Supervisors that the week of April 8 
through April 12, 2019 be designated as Work Zone Awareness Week in Langlade County.  
        HIGHWAY COMMITTEE: 
        Richard H. Hurlbert, Chr. 
        Joseph Novak, III       
        Pete Pennington       
        Richard Wiegert 
        Arlene Bonacci 
 
FISCAL NOTE:  No fiscal note 
 
Motion by Supervisor Nye, second by Supervisor Wiegert to adopt. 
 
Chairman Solin returns to preside over the meeting.    
 
Highway Commissioner Braun discussed the road high numbers of accidents within work zone areas.    This resolution 
proposes awareness of safety in the work zones.    
 
On the call of the roll to adopt Resolution #11-2019, all Supervisors present voted aye, 19 ayes, 2 absent.   Resolution 
#11-2019 is adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #12-2019 
INTRODUCED BY: PUBLIC SAFETY & FINANCE COMMITTEE  
INTENT:   INCREASE CREMATION FEE ANNUALLY BY THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN THE    
 CONSUMER PRICE INDEX (CPI) 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 59.365(2), Wisconsin Statutes, the County Board shall set the fees for all 
services rendered by the Coroner provided the set fees do not exceed the allowable amount of increase related to the 
actual and necessary cost of the services; and 
 WHEREAS, the increase may not exceed the annual percentage change in the US Consumer Price Index (CPI) 
for all urban consumers, U.S. city average, as determined by the U.S. Department of Labor, for the twelve (12) months 
ending on December 31 of the year before the increase.   The CPI as of December 31, 2018, being 1.9%, increases the 
fee $1.42 
 WHEREAS, the Coroner and the Committee have determined that it is reasonable to increase the current 
Cremation fee from $75 to $76.42. 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Langlade County Board of Supervisors that effective 
immediately the Cremation fee shall be increased from $75.00 to $76.42 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cremation fee shall be increased on an annual 
basis as authorized in State Statute (Section 59.365(2), Wis. Stats. and any revisions thereto). 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE:    FINANCE COMMITTEE:    
Arlene Bonacci, Chairman     Don Scupien, Chairman     
Richard Schuh       Sandy Fischer 
Ben Pierce       Doug Nonnenmacher  
Doug Nonnenmacher      Vern Cahak  
Gloria Oberneder      Pete Pennington 
 
FISCAL NOTE: By increasing these fees, the Coroner’s 2019 cremation revenue will be increased by approximately 
$130.00. 
 
Motion by Supervisor Cahak, second by Supervisor Livingston to adopt. 
 
On the call of the roll to adopt Resolution #12-2019, all Supervisors present voted aye, 19 ayes, 2 absent.   Resolution 
#12-2019 is adopted. 
 
Committee Referrals:   no committee referrals. 
 
Administrative Coordinator’s Report:  Update the County Board on the Administrative Structure for Langlade 
County Government:   Corporation Counsel Stowe reminded the Board as June 18, 2019 is the proposed date to 
approve the County Administrator job description, budget and employment agreement.   Stowe will continue to update the 
Finance, Personnel and Executive Committees and County Board with the project update. 
 
Policy Report:  Corporation Counsel Stowe reminded the Board of the Policy regarding IT purchases, as all IT purchases 
must be approved by the IT Department.    Stowe then discussed the Public Hearing regarding the Wheel Tax proposed 
by the Highway Committee.   The Wheel Tax will be further discussed at the next Highway Committee meeting.    
 
Supervisor Nye reminded the Board of the proposed Governor’s Budget, which is available on-line.         
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Motion was made by Supervisor Pierce, second by Supervisor Schuh to adjourn the meeting at 11:40 a.m.  All 
Supervisors present voted aye.  Motion carried, meeting adjourned. 
 
I, Judy Nagel, Langlade County Clerk, Antigo, Wisconsin, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of 
the proceedings of the Langlade County Board of Supervisors Monthly Meeting of March 19, 2019. 
           Judy Nagel 
Dated this 25th day of March, 2019.      Langlade County Clerk 
******************************************************************************************************************************************
***    


