
 
LANGLADE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 2019 
AND MONTHLY MEETING – OCTOBER 29, 2018 

 
These Board proceedings are published as prescribed by Section 59.14(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes at County 
Government expense. 
 
The Langlade County Board of Supervisors met at the County Board Room in the Safety Building.  Chairman 
Solin called the Annual Meeting of the County Board to order at 5:00 p.m.   
 
On call of the roll, all Supervisors reported present, except Supervisors Burby and Bonacci. Motion by 
Supervisor Oberneder, seconded by Supervisor Schuh to excuse Supervisors Burby and Bonacci.  All ayes, 
the motion carried.    19 Supervisors present, 2 absent. 
 
The Board recited the Pledge of Allegiance and observed a moment of silence.        
 
At 5:05 p.m. Chairman Solin opened the Public Hearing on the proposed 2019 Budget. 
 
Finance Director Pam Resch presented a slideshow overview of the 2019 Budget.  Langlade County has 
experienced another tax levy freeze.  Under the current State Tax Levy Freeze, Langlade County was only 
able to increase the tax levy for operations by $59,369; a .61% tax levy increase.   The Finance Committee 
provided parameters for the 2019 Budget, which was a 0% operating expense increase.   Enhancement 
request forms were used to identify budgetary needs that Departments felt necessary to move the County 
forward with the County’s long term plan for success and Countywide goals.    A copy of the Budget Book is 
available in the Finance Office.  Discussion on the financial status of the County, the debt ratio, and the fund 
balances.    
 
The Public was asked for questions. The County Board thanked the Finance Department and Department 
Heads for all their work in preparing for the 2019 Budget. 
 
Motion by Supervisor Pennington, to close the Public Hearing at 5:35 p.m., seconded by Supervisor 
Nonnenmacher.   All ayes, 2 absent, motion carried. 
 
Citizens and Delegations, Recognize others in Attendance:  Chairman Solin welcomed all in attendance. 
 
Public comment on agenda items and consideration of requests for items to be added to future 
meeting agendas:  No comments. 
 
Old Business:   
Review the 2017 Audit with David Maccoux, CPA, Schenck:  Maccoux reviewed Management 
Communications dated December 31, 2017 with the Board, along with the Langlade County Annual Financial 
Report dated December 31, 2017.   Discussion on the management, preparation and filing of the 2017 Audit.    
Copies of both documents available in the Finance Office.    
 
Reconsider Resolution #11-2018 Carry Unexpended 2017 Accounts into 2018 Budget, reconsider and 
to the extent that the full amount of funding was not available to carry forward, then designate the 
general fund by two-thirds vote:  Motion by Supervisor Livingston, second by Supervisor Pennington to 
reconsider Resolution #11-2018, two-thirds vote:   19 ayes, 2 absent.     Corporation Counsel Robin Stowe 
reviewed Resolution #11-2018, as this resolution was Board approved in April, 2018, approving numerous 
unused portions of 2017 accounts be carried forward into the 2018 budget, $845,708.83, and reaffirm the 
designated fund balance amounts.  The 2017 Books were not closed at the time this resolution was adopted.   
With the closing of the 2017 Books, a transfer of $239,000 from the general fund was used for out of home 
placement costs that were over budget. Reconsideration of Resolution 11-2018 in response to "book closing" 
for fiscal year 2017:  Motion by Supervisor Nye, second by Supervisor Novak to commit funding in the amount 
of $239,000 from General Fund to cover budget overages in the Social Services Budget for 2017 regarding 
out-of-home placements, and to approve the use of the undesignated General Fund to supplement the 
individual "carry-forward" requests as approved for specific projects, as identified in the resolution,  and only to 
the extent that the total carry-forward amount was not available for these projects, pursuant to the official "book 
closing" as reported in the final audit and annual financial report for fiscal year 2017.      On the call of the roll, 
Resolution #11-2018 is adopted as Reconsidered, 17 ayes, 1 nay, 1 abstain, 2 absent. 
   
New Business:  No New Business 
  
CONSENT AGENDA:  No Consent Agenda items.    
 
Committee Reports: 
A summary of information contained in recent committee minutes on file in the County Clerk’s Office.   
 
Ordinances:  No Ordinances 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
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RESOLUTION #40-2018 
INTRODUCED BY: FINANCE COMMITTEE 
INTENT: APPROVE TAX LEVY FOR 2019 FOR LANGLADE COUNTY 
 
 WHEREAS, the Langlade County Finance Committee has presented the 2019 Budget to the Langlade 
County Board of Supervisors, and 
 WHEREAS, the Langlade County Board has completed its review, revision and adoption of the 2019 
Budget for Langlade County. 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Langlade County Board of Supervisors 
approve the tax levy for 2019 against all of the taxable property in Langlade County as equalized for the year 
2018 in the following amounts: 
 

 1. There is levied upon the taxable property of Langlade County for                                             

     debt service, all bonds and notes legally required the sum of:   $      650,900.00          

 

 2.  There is levied upon the taxable property of Langlade County, 

      the sum of:         $   9,124,496.00              
 

            Total County Tax               $   9,775,396.00          

                 ============== 
 

 3.  Special Charges upon County for Charitable and Penal Purposes,  

      the sum of:         $               67.04 

 

 4.  There is levied upon the taxable property of Langlade County                

for State Tax (Forestry purposes), the sum of:       $               00.00 

 

      GRAND TOTAL OF ALL TAXES       $    9,775,463.04 

               =============== 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this budget shall comply with all state rules and regulations and 
should the final calculations create a noncompliant budget, it is therefore authorized that the County Board 
Chairman make the adjustments to correct the unanticipated error. 
        FINANCE COMMITTEE:    
        Don Scupien, Chairman    
        Sandy Fischer      
        Doug Nonnenmacher     
        Vern Cahak      
        Pete Pennington 
FISCAL NOTE: This sets the 2019 Budget.   The tax rate decreased over prior year by -$0.1396 or (2.41%), 
making the tax rate $5.663.  The 2019 tax levy increased 0.61% or $59,369 from 2018.   
 
For the budget year 2019, the sum of $50,000 will be authorized from the Contingent Fund and placed into a 
separate expenditure line item to be used by the Finance Committee on a discretionary basis using a standard 
application process. 

 
Motion by Supervisor Balcerzak, second by Supervisor Pennington, to adopt.  Discussion held.   On call of the 
roll to adopt Resolution #40-2018, 17 ayes, 2 nays, 2 absent.   Resolution #40-2018 is adopted.  
 

 
RESOLUTION #41-2018 
INTRODUCED BY:  SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 
INTENT: REQUESTING INCREASED FUNDING AND OVERSIGHT REFORMS FOR WISCONSIN’S 
CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES SYSTEM 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin child welfare system is county-operated and state supervised, except 
Milwaukee County, where the system is administered by the Wisconsin Department of Children and Families 
(DFC), Division of Milwaukee Child Protective Services (DMCPS); and   

WHEREAS, DCF provides insufficient funding to counties for the provision of child abuse and neglect 
services including prevention, investigation, treatment, and out-of-home placement costs, though the state has 
primary responsibility for compliance with federal requirements and shares liability for ensuring the system is 
meeting its obligations to children and families in all 72 counties; and  

WHEREAS, in recent years the state of Wisconsin added numerous mandates and practice 
expectations which increased county child protective services (CPS) workload and costs; and   

WHEREAS, the opioid and methamphetamine epidemics have brought Wisconsin’s child welfare 
system to a point of crisis, with increasing concern about the system’s ability to meet its obligations to children 
and families; and 

 WHEREAS, the capacity for counties to continue to bear the lion’s share of financial responsibility to 
address this crisis has been exhausted, as rising county contributions to the CPS system have far outpaced 
increases to the DCF Children and Family Aids allocation and counties have used reserve funding to cover 
CPS expenses and increase staffing; and  
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 WHEREAS, maintaining sufficient resources for Wisconsin’s child welfare system is critical to secure 
the safety and future of our most vulnerable children; and   

 
WHEREAS, without a proportional increase in the DCF Children and Family Services allocation, the 

CPS system has been stressed for over a decade, causing caseloads for CPS workers to grow to 
unreasonable levels, contributing to high level of staff turnover in some counties and an overrun of out-of-home 
care costs above what counties can sustain within available resources; and  

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin’s CPS system leaves significant gaps in state-level oversight for all counties 
except Milwaukee County, including the absence of caseload standards, no process for regular legislative 
evaluation and prioritization of CPS needs and the absence of a legislative committee that provides regular 
policy guidance concerning CPS system issues such as adequate funding, performance, cost sharing and 
long-term stability; and  

WHEREAS, along with DMCPS, all eleven of Wisconsin’s peer states with county-administered CPS 
systems have either adopted caseload standards for CPS caseworkers, completed thorough workload studies 
as a basis of determining funding needs, or otherwise have made significant recommendations related to 
keeping CPS workloads manageable; and 

WHEREAS, the children within Wisconsin’s CPS system are too important to allow the current level of 
under resourcing, oversight gaps and, disparity of attention, while shifting the burden to property taxpayers. 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Langlade County Board of Supervisors does hereby 
request that the state of Wisconsin increase the Children and Family Aids Allocation to counties in the 2019-21 
state biennial budget by $30 million annually in order to cover a greater share of out-of home care costs and 
increase staffing levels based on the caseload standards developed by the Wisconsin County Human Services 
Association (WCHSA) so Wisconsin’s CPS system can meet its obligations; and  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Wisconsin Counties Association urges the state of Wisconsin to 
close critical oversight gaps by creating legislative mechanisms to review the CPS resource needs of all 
counties as part of the biennial budget process and ensure an appropriate committee provide ongoing policy 
guidance to respond to emerging CPS trends and ongoing system needs; and  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to Governor Scott Walker, 
Department of Children and Families Secretary Eloise Anderson, Department of Administration Secretary Ellen 
Nowak, area legislators, and the Wisconsin Counties Association.     

SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE: 
Vern Cahak, Chairman 
Robert Benishek 
John Breske 
Doug Nonnenmacher 
Richard H. Hurlbert 

FISCAL NOTE:  No fiscal impact.  
 
Motion by Supervisor Cahak, second by Supervisor Balcerzak, to adopt.  On call of the roll to adopt Resolution 
#41-2018, all Supervisors present voted aye, 19 ayes, 2 absent.   Resolution #41-2018 is adopted.                  
                      
Committee Referrals:   None. 
Administrative Coordinator’s Report:  Corporation Counsel Robin Stowe discussed County Board 
Supervisors’ ability to waive their per diem.   As an elected position, the county is obligated to pay per diem; 
therefore, donations of per diems must be submitted through a county donation form.   This matter will be 
going on the Executive Committee Agenda.     
 
Any other Business:  The Board thanked the Finance Staff and Department Heads for the budget work for 
the 2018 Budget.  The November County Board Meeting will be changed from November 20, 2018 to 
November 27, 2018.    
 
Motion was made by Supervisor Schuh adjourn the meeting at 10:55 a.m., seconded by Supervisor Hurlbert.   
All Supervisors present voted aye, motion carried. 
 
I, Judy Nagel, Langlade County Clerk, Antigo, Wisconsin, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of 
the proceedings of the Langlade County Board of Supervisors Monthly Meeting of October 29, 2018. 
NOTE: These minutes are not official until they are approved by the County Board at their next meeting.  
A complete copy of the minutes is available in the County Clerk’s Office. 
           Judy Nagel 
Dated this 2nd day of November, 2018.      Langlade County Clerk 

***********************************************************************************************************************       
                       


