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MEETING MINUTES

Committee: Traffic Safety Commission

Date: Thursday, August 21, 2025

Time: 10:00 a.m.

Location: Langlade County Board Room, Lower Level of the Safety Building

The Committee held the following discussion at the meeting detailed above:

1. The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Vice-Chairman Duley.
The Committee recognized members excused from today’s meeting.
2. Recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

Traffic Safety Commission

Representative Designee Name Role Status
Sheriff's Office Chris May Chairman Absent
Antigo Chief of Police Dan Duley Vice-Chair Present
WI State Patrol Jon Pederson Member Absent
Emergency Management Travis Krueger Member Present
Langlade County Board Terry Poltrock Member Present
Towns Dave Kautza Member Present
Kids Travel Safe Sheila Rine Member Present
Highway Department David Allen Member Present
Driving School Brenna Osborne Member Absent
Sheriff Mark Westen Member Absent
Antigo Fire Department Corey Smith Member Absent
Langlade County Administrator Vacant Member Absent
City Street Department Kirk Packard Member Absent
WisDOT- Traffic Safety Engineer Gerard Baier Member Present
BOTS LEC Trace Frost Member Present
Karl’s Transport Karl Schulz Member Present
Name Interest

Becky Rank Deputy County Clerk, Recording Secretary

Katie Devore Citizen

John Mattek Citizen

3. Approve previous meeting minutes (May 8, 2025): Motion by Krueger, second by Poltrock to approve the
previous meeting minutes of May 8, 2025. All ayes, motion carried.

4. Old Business:

a) Update on County Highway Department Road Construction Projects, schedule, and detours: Assistant
Highway Commissioner Allen updated the Committee on current road projects in Langlade County:
County Highway A is almost complete; County Road B is complete; County Road S was closed for two
weeks and is now open. Allen stated there are some upcoming short-term projects for roadway overlays.
These projects will have flagging, with no shutdowns.

5. B.O.T.S. Updates: BOTS LEC Frost presented the Committee with a PowerPoint presentation. Frost reported that
the YTD Traffic Deaths and Fatal Crashes in Wisconsin for 2025 are currently at 344. YTD 2025 Crash Report for
Langlade County shows there were 247 total crashes reported, resulting in 4 fatalities and 54 injuries. Frost
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presented the Committee with predictive analytics for Langlade County, showing the top three high-crash
probability locations based on the previous three years’ worth of (KABC) county-wide crash data. Frost discussed
Langlade County crashes from January to July 2025 versus the one-year average. Frost discussed crashes by injury
severity, driver behavior, flags by unit, and other crash flags. Frost updated the Committee on the Law
Enforcement Phlebotomy Program, stating that 3 certification classes have occurred, and currently there are 20
LEPs active across the State. Since August 21, 2024, there have been 120 blood draws performed. Participating
agencies have reported significant time savings in OWI processing. The next LEP classes are scheduled for January
and May 2026. Frost updated the Committee on Wrong Way Driving Task Force. The Wrong Way Driving Task
Force is investigating divided freeways and highways on the state truck networks; this does not include local
roads and cross-medians. Wrong-way crashes often involve impaired motorists and senior drivers. Wrong-way
crashes often occurred more at night and on weekends, involving drivers entering from a side-by-side ramp, and
result in more serious injuries or fatalities. Frost stated that from 2012 through January 2025, there have been
about 4,500 wrong-way incidents reported across Wisconsin. Frost stated it is important for law enforcement to
report wrong-way drivers. If law enforcement has a wrong-way driver, it can be reported by calling the WisDOT
Traffic Management Center (TMC). This data is used to determine wrong-way treatments: install additional signs
and/or mount signs lower based on impaired drivers’ line of sight, use supplemental pavement markings, install
blinker signs, install additional delineation (reflective strips), install alert/detection systems, and geometric
improvements. Frost presented the Committee with a DSP Legislative Update. Information only.

DOT Updates: WisDOT- Traffic Safety Engineer Baier gave a verbal report to the Committee. Baier stated that
Wisconsin Highway 64 (Clover Road to Fifth Avenue) is complete. USH 45 (Clinic Street to Otter Lake Road) in
Elcho is still in progress. Baier stated there has been a delay due to water buildup in areas. Baier gave an update
on other 2025 WisDOT Construction Projects: County Road B (Chillie Road to Shimek Lane) is complete; County
Road H (over Prairie River Bridge) is complete; County Line Road (Over Big Hay Meadow Creek) is complete;
Clermont Street and 7t Avenue is in progress; Elcho US 45 Bike/Ped Trail is in progress. Information only.

New Business:

a) Review concern on passing lane on State Highway 45, in Summit Lake by County Road B: Summit Lake
Garage has expressed concern on the passing lane on State Highway 45, north of Summit Lake by the
County Road B intersection. The concern is drivers pulling out of the business driveway and vehicles
passing at the same time. BOTS LEC Frost brought up the intersection on Community Maps for the
Committee to view. Frost stated there have been 4 accidents from January 2020 to August 2025. Out of
those 4 accidents, 3 were deer-related. WisDOT- Traffic Safety Engineer Baier stated that in order for
DOT to change a passing lane, there would need to be a significant change in crash history. Baier stated
that at this time, this intersection is not displaying the requirements needed to make the change.
Information only. Baier stated that if the business has a large concern, there is room to add a driveway
coming off of County Road B. Information only.

b) Request from citizen to review passing/no passing zone on CTH A between CTH V and CTH O
intersections: Chairman Duley stated there has been a citizen concern to review the passing/no passing
zone on CTH A between CTH V and CTH O. Katie Devore and John Mattek addressed the Committee with
their concerns. BOTS LEC Frost brought up the section of road on Community Maps for the Committee
to view. Devore stated the biggest issue she has seen with the passing zone is turning into the driveways
off of CTH A. Devore stated she herself has put on her turn signal in advance, giving motorists behind
her advance notice she will be making a left-hand turn, but motorists still pass while she is trying to turn,
almost taking out the front of her car. Mattek stated the passing zone starts at his driveway, East of
County Road V, and ends at CTH O, giving a 3/10% of a mile of passing zone. Mattek states that Mattek
Farms has large equipment on that section of road and has seen an increase in traffic. Assistant Highway
Commissioner Allen stated that this section of roadway has been reviewed. He and Highway
Commissioner Braun will work with WisDOT on making the appropriate speed zone changes if needed.
WisDOT- Traffic Safety Engineer Baier stated that the WisDOT determines passing zones based on the
available sight distance for motorists, particularly on two-lane highways. Engineers survey roadways to
measure the distance a driver can see ahead, and if it’s less than the required minimum for a safe pass,
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it becomes a “no-passing zone”. Baier will review this area and bring information back to the next
meeting.

c) Acting Chairman Duley would like to discuss brushing on the next agenda. The Assistant Highway
Commissioner stated it is not currently scheduled.

d) Town of Rolling Chairman Kautza asked the Committee to look at the intersection of State Highway 45
and Bear Lake Road. Kautza stated there are cattails that limit the sight off of Bear Lake Road. BOTS LEC
Frost pulled the intersection up on Community Maps. Chairman Duley asked that this be put on the next
meeting.
8. Set next meeting: November 20, 2025, at 10:00 a.m.

9. Adjourn meeting: Motion by Kautza, second by Poltrock to adjourn the meeting at 11:03 p.m. All ayes, motion
carried.

Minutes transcribed and submitted by:
Becky Rank,
Deputy County Clerk/Recording Secretary




