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MEETING MINUTES

Committee:
Date:

Time:
Location:

Traffic Safety Commission

Thursday, November 20, 2025

10:00 a.m.

Langlade County Board Room, Lower Level of the Safety Building

The Committee held the following discussion at the meeting detailed above:

1. The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Chairman May.
The Committee recognized members excused from today’s meeting.
2. Recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

Traffic Safety Commission

Representative Designee Name Role Status
Sheriff's Office Chris May Chairman Present
Antigo Chief of Police Dan Duley Vice-Chair Absent
WI State Patrol Jon Pederson Member Present
Emergency Management Travis Krueger Member Present
Langlade County Board Terry Poltrock Member Absent
Towns Dave Kautza Member Present
Kids Travel Safe Sheila Rine Member Present
Highway Department Brian Braun Member Present
Driving School Anne Osborne Member Absent
Sheriff Mark Westen Member Present
Antigo Fire Department Corey Smith Member Absent
Langlade County Administrator Vacant Member Absent
City Street Department Kirk Packard Member Absent
WisDOT- Traffic Safety Engineer Gerard Baier Member Present
BOTS LEC Trace Frost Member Present
Karl’s Transport Karl Schulz Member Present
Name Interest

Becky Rank Deputy County Clerk, Recording Secretary

3. Approve previous meeting minutes (August 21, 2025): Motion by Kautz, second by Pederson to approve the
previous meeting minutes of August 21, 2025. All ayes, motion carried.

4. Old Business:

a)

b)

Request from citizen to review passing/no passing zone on CTH A between CTH V and CTH O
intersections: WI DOT Baier stated he reviewed the passing/no passing zone on CTH A between CTH V
and CTH O. Baier stated he did not see any reason to make changes in this area. The sight distance is at
the required limit. The area has little crash history. The Chairman asked that this item be removed.

Discussion on brushing: Highway Commissioner Braun stated DOT requires woody vegetation (brush)
control, with mowing being done once every three years along state trunk highways in rural areas.
Braun stated Highway 45 North will be done this year. Braun stated ditch line mowing is done yearly.
Information only.
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c) Review the intersection of State Highway 45/ Bear Lake Road - obstruction of view: Town of Rolling
Chairman Kautza stated that after the last meeting, this area was taken care of. Highway Commissioner
Braun stated that at this intersection, there is a drainage issue that will be addressed. Information only.

5. B.O.T.S. Updates: BOTS LEC Frost presented the Committee with a PowerPoint. As of 11/17/2025, there have
been 491 traffic deaths and fatal crashes compared to 510 in 2024. There have been 345 total crashes reported
Year to Date in Langlade County, resulting in 4 fatalities and 74 injuries. Frost presented the top 2 county high
crash probability locations based on the previous three years’ worth of county-wide crash data.

Frost updated the Committee on the Wisconsin Law Enforcement Phlebotomy Program for 2026. Frost stated
this is a statewide Law Enforcement Phlebotomy training program (LEP). The LEP program trains law enforcement
and those employed by a law enforcement agency in the proper technique for collecting blood for Operating
While Intoxicated (OWI) investigations. Madison College of Health Sciences is an accredited academic institution
qualified to train individuals in basic laboratory skills and phlebotomy. Upon completing the course, law
enforcement will be trained phlebotomists and will be able to draw blood for OWI investigations. At least nine
other states have successful LEP programs.

Frost shared Wisconsin Traffic Safety Challenge is a persistent local safety issue. Despite national improvements
in traffic fatalities, Wisconsin continues to face significant road safety challenges requiring focused attention. The
need for innovative approaches and empowering local action is key. Roadway crashes are a leading cause of
death and serious injury. The Safe System approach aims to eliminate fatal & serious injuries for all road users. It
does so through a holistic view of the road system that first anticipates human mistakes and second keeps impact
energy on the human body at tolerable levels. Frost stated that driving is a learned behavior. A behavior acquired
through experience, observation, or interaction. When do children start “learning” how to drive? It has been
determined that children start to learn to drive when their car seat goes from rear-facing to front-facing.
Discussion held on children's observance of their surroundings when they have so much screen time. An example
was given that a teen driver did not know how to get from their home to the school, which was a short distance
away, because the teen had been plugged in and not observing their surroundings. Information only.

6. DOT Updates: WisDOT- Traffic Safety Engineer Baier presented the Committee with a PowerPoint presentation.
Baier updated the Committee with the US 45, Clinic Street to Otter Lake Lane in the Town of Elcho. Baier stated
the main project is complete, with curb and gutter still needing to be done. Baier stated this will be done in the
Spring. Baier updated the Committee on the 2026 10t Avenue project, stating that there will be replacement of
pavement, curb, storm sewer, and utilities.

Baier stated there is a 2026 project for Menominee County on WIS 55, WIS 47 to Langlade County. Baier stated
this will impact travel from Langlade County to Keshena and Shawano.

Baier and Braun stated that Langlade County will be doing pavement marking in 2026. Information only.

7. New Business: Highway Commissioner Braun stated he is working with dispatch on reporting any wrong-way

driver complaints. Braun will report to the Committee on any findings. The Committee reviewed the intersection
of State Highway 45 and County Road A on Community Maps. WI DOT Baier gave different suggestions of what
other Counties have done with trouble areas. Information only.
Emergency Management Krueger asked the Committee to review the area on State Highway 45 in Summit Lake,
between County Road T and Noboken Lane. Krueger stated there are blind spots in the passing zone due to
bending in the roadway. WI DOT Baier will take note of the area for review. Baier stated the DOT will reevaluate
passing zones during any road projects.

Set next meeting: February 19, 2026, at 10:00 a.m.

9. Adjourn meeting: Motion by Krueger, second by Kautza to adjourn the meeting at 11:06 a.m. All ayes, motion
carried.

Minutes transcribed and submitted by:
Becky Rank,
Deputy County Clerk/Recording Secretary




