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LANGLADE COUNTY 

WATER AND LAND USE PLANNING COMMITTEE 

RESOURCE CENTER, 837 CLERMONT STREET 

ANTIGO, WI  54409 

 

 

Minutes of Meeting, Tuesday, January 31, 2017 at 1:30 P.M. in the Wolf River Room, Langlade 

County Resource Building, 837 Clermont Street, Antigo, WI  54409. 

 

1. Meeting called to order at 1:30 P.M. 

 

2. The Committee recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

3. Roll  Call:   Present: Ron Nye 

     Don Scupien 

     Julie Webb 

     Duff Leaver 

     Dick Schuh 

     

  Also Present:  Duane O. Haakenson, Director 

     Dave Tlusty, County Surveyor 

     Chris Arrowood 

 

4. Approval of meeting minutes for December 20, 2016.  Motion by Scupien, seconded by 

Schuh to approve the meeting minutes for, December 20, 2016 as mailed.  All voting aye.  

No nays.  Motion Carried. 

 

5. Public Comment/Future agenda items:  none 

  

6. 1:30 P.M.  Public Hearing pertaining to Petition for Zoning Amendment #981, Dan and 

Tammy Walrath, Town of Peck.  See public hearing minutes. 

 

7. 2:00 P.M.  Public Hearing pertaining to Petition for Zoning Amendment #982, Scott 

Larsen, Town of Norwood.  See public hearing minutes. 

 

8. Joe Draeger waiver of POWTS ordinance:  Draeger advised he was unable to make this 

meeting.   

 a. Haakenson:  out of our ordinance it states “consider and approve or deny request 

for waiver for any section of this ordinance.  Approvals are based upon conditions, 

circumstances unique to the parcel or land served.  In granting a waiver, the administrator 

may require a recording of affidavit, Water & Land Use Planning approval and other 

conditions as deemed necessary.”  This is on Cty C, in Deerbrook.  There is a soil test on 

file for a mound system.  He does not want to put in a mound system, he wants to put in a 

holding tank.  We have generally not approved those type of requests unless there is a 

hardship situation.  The structure we are dealing with he calls a “luxury treehouse”.  I had 

issued him a permit for a recreational treehouse, not a residence.  It turns out he is trying 

to use it for human habitation.  I thought his children were going to use it to play in 

and/or it was a glorified hunting shack.  I’ve talked to Duff about it and there are a 
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number of issues with the Uniform Dwelling Code, and I think he will have a lot of 

problems trying to meet a lot of the code.  He informed me he couldn’t meet the February 

meeting date, but may be back for the March meeting.   

 

 b. Nye:  Let the record reflect the committee excused Don Scupien early at this 

point. 

 

 c. He is asking for a waiver to install a holding tank instead of a mound system.  

Right now our ordinances, including the land division ordinance we do not allow the 

creation of a lot that results in the creation of a holding tank being less than 10 acres.  

We’ve always held that a holding tank is the last resort.  If we allow this one it is unfair 

to all the people who have complied in the last several years.  The state code does allow 

system of choice, which has just changed in the last few years, they used to hold that the 

holding tank was the last resort.  He took a permit out in 2013 for a residence, but never 

went through with it.  He took out the permit for this treehouse last summer. 

 

9. Update on staffing:  Justin Johnson is not returning this next summer as he got a full-

time job in another part of the state.  Marie is retiring and her last day is February 3
rd

.  I 

will at some point to external for Justin’s position, it is a casual employee position so I 

don’t need to go through all the protocols.  Marie’s position the plan is to go internal and 

it will go onto the LCC agenda which will be reviewed on Monday before the committee. 

If the position is not hired out internally, we will go external.  I will need approval for the 

posting to last one week and review the applications around the 13
th

, and I would like to 

interview on the 16
th

.   If we go internal and Molly ends up moving into that position, her 

position would open up, which is a budgeted position and for that position we would go 

external.  Her assistant position would be external. 

 

 Motion by Schuh, seconded by Webb to go forward with the process as explained by 

Duane to fill the position of the Land Conservationist.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 

  

 

10. LIO Report- Dave Tlusty, County Surveyor monthly update: On Dec. 28
th

 I submitted a 

Land Information Grant which is actually 3 grant applications in one, totaling 

approximately $116,000.    On January 13
th

 I received notice the grant was approved and 

appropriate paperwork will be sent out.    January 5
th

 Robin asked me the details of the 

Pecha lot on Cherry Road so I filled him in on that information.  On January 16
th

 a 

landowner in Elton called me with a problem of someone else having a mobile home on 

his lot after which I did some checking and there is actually a double encroachment.  Two 

people are each 2 lots off from where they should be.  So I will go out there this spring at 

the request of the original caller just to point things out to him.  At first I thought the 

parcel mapping was wrong but after looking into it, the mapping is right.  Each mobile 

home should be 2 lots further north.     Back in August the committee approved a 

letter of intent to participate in a countywide LIDAR project which is partially funded by 

the USGS, with the DOA acting as liaison between USGS and the County.  The 

Wisconsin Land Information program Strategic Initiative Grant will be used to pay the 

majority of the County’s share of this project. On January 17
th

 we received word the 

LIDAR grant project was approved by USGS. Now, because it is a new grant, I will have 

to go before the Finance Committee.  There’s a total base project and we are getting 3 



 3 

extras, being a contour layer, hydro break lines, and the actual point cloud.  Just because 

the Antigo flats are so “flat”, I asked for a 1 ft. contour instead of the 2 ft. contour 

originally discussed, and that would be another $5,000.  My plan is to ask the City if they 

would pay that additional cost for a better contour product.  We will get billed for the 

whole project which is approx. $250,250, we get reimbursed from Dept. of 

Administration for $112,000.  We are using this year’s Strategic Initiation Grant of 

$50,000, and also next year’s $40,000, and the rest will come out of capital 

improvements.  We have a figure in CI budget now of $160,000 but that could be cut 

back to around $49,000 

 

 Haakenson:  The other reason we need the 1 ft contour is for the flood plain map.  FEMA 

will not recognize a 2 ft contour.  So if for some reason the City doesn’t do the $5,000, 

we will be asking for that as well. 

 

 Tlusty:  The base budget grant was one of three I original submitted as I mentioned 

earlier.  The entire amount of that grant, $65,128 will be used to pay for our the GIS 

Coordinator.   Continuing with the monthly report, I did some field work for the Forestry 

Department which is buying 160 acres from a private landowner but the owner is keeping  

5 acre piece that has a cabin and needs to be surveyed.  On Jan 23
rd

 I was at the 

courthouse parking lot taking more shots on the south edge of the parking lot for 

redesigning the parking lot which will happen this summer.  Last week Weds through Fri 

I was at the annual surveyors conference at Wisconsin Dells.  Judy asked me earlier about 

a new plat book.  We had a few issues with the 2015 book.  We had some MFL listed as 

open which were supposed to be closed, and there were people trespassing during deer 

season, and other errors, some caused by the inaccurate GIS information we had at the 

time.  I checked with her and she is down to 100 books left, so she is thinking of perhaps 

a new book.  I agreed but Joe Martell is in the process of cleaning up all the old parcel 

splits and mapping that have accumulated over the years.  He’s going through the parcel 

mapping books that show a lot of the old splits and will need about 4 to 6 more months to 

revise all the base information that the plat book company would use.  I think that is part 

of where the errors came from this last book is that our GIS base was not accurate.  It 

looks like we’ll be starting the process of a new plat but early next year.  As far as the 

county boundary lines project, two projects are completed, the contractor from Minocqua 

has the field work completed except the two corners and there is one major issue there to 

be addressed.  The marker at the corner of the county where we meet Forest and Oconto 

counties is wrong.  It was put in back in the mid 70’s by the Forest Service and our 

contractor discovered a major error in that old Forest Service work, so that will have to 

be cleaned up.  For the time being we will accept the monuments that are there because 

there are no private owners affected in Langlade County, but the Forest Service will be 

notified of the error in their work and they should correct it.  Charley Brinkmeier had the 

field work on the east line of Norwood done and he is drawing that up now. He already 

turned in Project # 2 and #3.  Overall, the project is going good. 

 

11. Director’s Report:  First half of the month Jeff and Dana worked on the Annual non-

metallic mining fees.  Jamie sent out over 650 annual pumping tank report forms, which 

is different than the 1500 we send out in May for septic systems.  On 1/11 I talked with 

Robin regarding the court case.  Early in the month, Justin Johnson, our Shoreland 

Protection Specialist, notified us he accepted a position elsewhere and would not be 
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returning to us next season.  Jeff and Molly attended a NEWCA meeting in Crandon on 

the 13
th

.  On the 16
th

 we had 2 public hearings with the Board of Adjustment.  Marie has 

been working with Farmland Preservation with DATCP, and on the 20
th

 she submitted 

her notice she is retiring effective February 3
rd

.  We are cake and ice cream for her on the 

afternoon of February 2
nd

.   On the 24
th

 we met with Robin regarding his Answer for the 

Knapp court case.  Regarding the BOA’s denial of a variance for an addition over a deck 

14 ft from the water.  Robin is fairly frustrated with the state and in his Answer named 

them as part of this argument because it is state rules and not county rules and he argued 

with the DNR attorney whose rules they were.  Robin has to amend his Answer to have 

language the way the state wants it in order for the state to support us in the future. I have 

spent an enormous amount of time talking to Kaye through emails and Robin and having 

Jeff involved  because he was the one who dealt with the applicants and was out on site in 

the beginning.  It’s very complicated.  As Robin has said the complaint is challenging the 

county but service should have also been on the state, as they are state rules.  It will be an 

interesting and long drawn out affair.  On the 25
th

 I met with the HR director on 

vacancies.  On the 26
th

 we hosted the Lumberjack Council Meeting.  The Lumberjack 

RC&D is the organization we receive our grant money from for terrestrial invasive 

species etc.  Myself and Molly are working with Marie on the transition.  Amy reports 

that half of the work roles from the town assessors are done, ahead of schedule from 

previous years.  As she becomes more full time property lister that process is getting 

streamlined and becoming more effective, which helps the towns by getting information 

to them sooner.  Joe reported he worked on over 50 sections of land on the GIS, since 

he’s been here it has been around 300.  Today Dana sent in applicants to the state for 

Wisconsin Fund, which is the fund that helps eligible landowners pay for new septic 

systems.  Today we have two new applicants for rezoning. You have your first 

informational meeting coming up this Monday, when we had our departmental meeting 

on the 20
th

 they were looking for volunteers.  I deferred to April because of my heavy 

calendar. 

 

 Motion by Scupien 2
nd

 by Leaver to accept the Director’s report.  All voting aye.  Motion 

carried. 

 

12. Ordinance updates.  Haakenson:  The county board passed the Shoreland Ordinance we 

were forced to pass to comply with NR115 and ACT 55.   Within that there are still 

things in the general ordinance that conflict with ACT 55.  However, with the 

certification process with the state, they’re only looking at the shoreland part of it, so we 

kept those two items separate.  Unfortunately, when the ordinance was drafted several 

years ago, some of the shoreland stuff was put in with the general instead of under the 

shoreland section.  So there is a considerable amount that needs to be taken out or revised 

to comply.  There are other things in the general ordinance that need to be updated or 

fixed.  One of the topics we have talked about is campers.  My time schedule is to go to 

public hearing on these revisions in March, and have it approved by county board in 

April.  That would give us the February meeting to discuss proposed draft language.  Get 

it to you two weeks in advance and get notice to the towns.  Then one of the topics we 

could discuss in February would be the campers.  If you want to give me some direction 

before I put some ideas out there. 
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 a. Nye:  One of the issues is people come up with 30 days or 60 days in the summer 

time, what do they do with their waste.  We had talked about some sort of permit for 

holding tank etc.   

 

 b. Haakenson: Your decision may be not to change the zoning ordinance but to 

change something in the POWTS to address that.  There are also some minor tweaks in 

our POWTS ordinance that should be changed to comply with ACT 55.  I would like to 

do it all under one “fix-it” package.   

 

 c. Nye:  Would there be any change in a 30 day stay?   

 

 d. Haakenson:  My own personal opinion having gone to the Towns Association 

Meeting last winter, some of the town’s people got a little upset.  Some of the towns 

haven’t adopted the zoning.  Based what I heard at the town’s meetings I would be 

reluctant to change some of that but open to sanitary regulation.   

 

 e. Haakenson:  Your direction to me is that it won’t be a general revision to the 

zoning ordinance, it may include minor revisions to the POWTS Ordinance.  I will put it 

on the agenda to discuss updates and revisions to both the Zoning Ordinance and the 

POWTS Ordinance.  We can decide to go the public hearing in March. 

 

13. Next meeting date:  Monday, February 27, 2017 at 1:30 P.M. 

 

14.  Motion by Webb, seconded by Leaver to adjourn meeting at 3:30 P.M.  All voting aye.  

No nays.  Motion Carried. 

 

Julie Webb 

Secretary 

 

Duane O. Haakenson 

Director Land Records & Regulations 

 

Cc: WLUPC 

 County Clerk 

 Parties Involved 

 

 


