
 
800 CLERMONT STREET    TELEPHONE:  (715)627-6200 
ANTIGO, WI 54409-1948      FAX: (715)627-6303 
WWW.CO.LANGLADE.WI.US 

MEETING MINUTES 
Committee: Joint Water & Land Use Planning & Land Conservation Committees 
Date:  Tuesday, June 26, 2024 
Time:   3:30 p.m.  
Location: County Board Room, Lower Level of the Safety Building, 840 Clermont Street 
 
The following discussion was held by the Committee at the meeting detailed above:    

1. The meeting was called to order at 3:30 p.m. by Chairman Bina.  
2. Roll call was conducted.  Motion by Haatvedt, second by Wickersheim to excuse Sorano. All ayes, motion carried.  

3. The Committee recited the Pledge of Allegiance:  

4. Approve previous meeting minutes: Motion by Curler, second by Haatvedt to approve the previous 
meeting minutes of May 28, 2024. All ayes, motion carried.  

5. Public comment on agenda items, and consideration of requests for items to be added to future meeting 
agendas: No Public Comment.   

Water and Land Use 

6. Public Hearing…………… 

a. 3:30 P. M.   Petition for Zoning Amendment # 1067 by Jeff & Carol Blawat W2671 Hwy 64, White 
Lake, WI  54491 Applicant: See below.  

b. 3:45 P.M.  Petition for Zoning Amendment # 1068 by Derrick Fox N6475 Plains Ln., Porterfield, WI  
54159 Applicant: See below  

7.  Department Updates: Zoning Administrator Haakenson presented the Committee with a written report. 
Haakenson discussed with the Committee: training with the Register of Deeds and Treasurer’s Offices 
on Real Estate and Tax Year programming;  working with the DNR on preliminary Floodplain maps; 
hosting a Citizen’s Advisory Committee Meeting; working with Catalis and Beacon on software issues; 
working with Corporation Counsel Stowe and Treasurer Wilhelm on delinquent tax deed properties; 
working with Aryes and Associates on LIDAR and Aerial Photography; GIS interviews, assisting to close 
out the 911 grant for the Sheriff’s Office; assisting on permits for large bridge project; working with 
Corporation Counsel Stowe on DNR enforcement issues.  
Land Conservationist Arrowood gave the Committee a verbal update. Arrowood stated the 
department has had staffing changes. Jordan Bahr-Bender has been promoted to the Code 
Administrator in Land Records. Katie Bahr-Bender has been promoted to Conservation Technician in 
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the Land Conservation Department. Arrowood stated interviews were done for the vacant 
Conservation Specialist position, a verbal offer has been made. Citizen Advisory meeting was held in May with 
Surface Water being identified as the number one priority for Langlade County.  

Land Conservation 
 

8. Review Comprehensive Plan updates and schedule public hearing: Land Conservationist Arrowood 
updated the Committee on the Comprehensive Plan stating the process began in early 2023. 
Arrowood stated the Farmland Preservation Maps were not updated when the last Comprehensive 
Plan was updated. Arrowood stated the revision to the Comprehensive Plan is to add the updated 
Farmland Preservation Maps with the change in criteria. A discussion was held to answer citizen 
questions and concerns. Information only.  

 
9. Review Land & Water Resource Management Plan & schedule public hearing: Land Conservationist Arrowood 

updated the Committee on the Land & Water Resource Management Plan. Arrowood stated with a careful 

review of the current Land & Water Resource Management Plan it was determined the plan needed to be 

tailored more to fit Langlade County’s needs and its current staffing level. Arrowood discussed the unique 

water quality in Langlade County and the importance of maintaining that quality. Arrowood discussed 

chapter by chapter the information that was added to the plan. A discussion was held to answer citizen 

questions and concerns. The Committee scheduled a Public Hearing for August 27, 2024, at 3:30 p.m. for 

both the Comprehensive Plan and the Land & Water Resource Management Plan. Information only.  

10. Schedule the next meeting: July 30, 2024 at 3:30 p.m.  

11. Adjourn meeting: Motion by Haatvedt, second by Curler to adjourn the Water and Land Use/ Land Conservation 

meeting at 5:04 p.m.  

   
Minutes transcribed and submitted by: 
Becky Rank, Deputy County Clerk, Recording Secretary  
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PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES 

Committee: Water & Land Use Planning 
Date:  Tuesday, June 25, 2024     
Time:  3:30 PM 
Location: County Board Room, Safety Building, 840 Clermont Street, Antigo, WI  
 
Zoning Amendment Application Number:  #1067 
The following are the Minutes of the Public Hearing, held by the Committee at the meeting detailed above: 

Hearing called to order at 3:30 P.M.  
Roll call was conducted. 

Water & Land Use Planning Committee 

Name Role Status 

Rick Bina  Chairman  Present 

Justin Sorano Member Absent  

Chet Haatvedt Member Present  

Doug Curler Member                Present 

Jeff Wickersheim Member Present  

Non- Committee Members Present 

Name Interest 

Duane O. Haakenson Zoning Administrator 

Chris Arrowood  Land Conservationist 

Jason Hilger County Administrator  

Becky Rank Deputy County Clerk/ Recording Secretary  
Kathryn Bahr-Bender Conservation Technician 

Jeff & Carol Blawat Applicants 

 
3:30 P.M.  Petition for Zoning Amendment #1067 by Jeff & Carol Blawat, W2671 HWY 64 White Lake, WI  54491 
Applicant, FROM:  Commercial TO:  Agricultural / Forest / Residential District (AFR) Pt. SW SE SEC 8 T31N R14E (Parcel 
# 034-0127.004), Town of Wolf River  
 
Haakenson stated that the Notice for Public Hearing was published in the Antigo Daily Journal on 06/12/2024 and 
06/17/2024 in accordance with the Langlade County Zoning Ordinance and the Open Meeting Law.  It was also sent to the 
Wolf River Town Chairman, Wolf River Town Clerk and those persons owning property within 300 ft of the described 
parcel.  

 
Haakenson presented the Committee with the findings of fact, aerial photo, and a locational map of the area.  Haakenson 
stated the parcel is located on the corner of US Hwy 64 and County Road M. The surrounding zoning is AFR. The lot was 
once a gas station then converted into a car dealership.  
Haatvedt: Were the gas tanks removed from the property? 
Haakenson: Yes, I believe there is no commercial business currently on the property.  
 
There being no further questions for Haakenson, Chairman Bina called the applicant(s) forward and was sworn in.  
Applicants stated their names as Jeff & Carol Blawat.  

a. Chairman: What are you looking to do? 
b. C. Blawat: Just to correct, the property is still used as a car lot and my husband does run his towing business off of 

the property. Is it possible to do a mixed zone and do commercial and AFR? We are looking at selling the property 
and would like it AFR for the sale. However if for whatever reason we decide to keep the property we would like to 
maintain it as Commercial.  
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c. Haakenson: No, it can not be both. However, a property can be commercial and have a residence for commercial 
use.  

d. J. Blawat: If we decide not to switch now, can we change?  
e. Chairman: You have it contingent on the sale of the home.  
f. Haakenson: You may ask the Committee to recess your hearing. 
g. C. Blawat: Is there a time limit for the recess? 
h. Haakenson: There is a one-year time limit. 
i. C. Blawat: Some circumstances have changed and we are not 100% sure about the change. We would like the 

recess. 
j. Haakenson: We will finish with the public hearing portion and then the Committee can recess if they choose.  
k. C. Blawat: Untimely this will give us the time, thank you.  

 
There being no further questions for the applicant.  
Chairman called for any testimony in FAVOR of the petition:  Being none    
Chairman called for any testimony in OPPOSITION of the petition:  Being none.  
Chairman called for any testimony for INFORMATIONAL purposes: Being none. 
 
Haakenson stated he received correspondence from the Town of Wolf River. Per the correspondence, the Zoning 
Amendment was approved during the 6/12/2024 Town meeting with a 3-0 vote.  
 
Motion by Haatvedt, second by Wickersheim to recess zoning amendment #1067 for up to one year. All ayes, motion 
carried.    

 
Minutes transcribed and submitted by: 
Becky Rank, Deputy County Clerk/Recording Secretary  
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PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES 

Committee: Water & Land Use Planning 
Date:  Tuesday, June 25, 2024     
Time:  3:45 PM 
Location: County Board Room, Safety Building, 840 Clermont Street, Antigo, WI  
 
Zoning Amendment Application Number:  #1068 
The following are the Minutes of the Public Hearing, held by the Committee at the meeting detailed above: 

Hearing called to order at 3:50 P.M.  
Roll call was conducted. 

Water & Land Use Planning Committee 

Name Role Status 

Rick Bina  Chairman  Present 

Justin Sorano Member Absent  

Chet Haatvedt Member Present  

Doug Curler Member                Present 

Jeff Wickersheim Member Present  

Non- Committee Members Present 

Name Interest 

Duane O. Haakenson Zoning Administrator 

Chris Arrowood  Land Conservationist 

Jason Hilger County Administrator  

Becky Rank Deputy County Clerk/ Recording Secretary  
Kathryn Bahr-Bender Conservation Technician 

Derrick & Linda Fox Applicants 

 
3:45 P.M. Petition for Zoning Amendment # 1068 by Derrick Fox, N6475 Plains Lane Porterfield, WI  54159 Applicant, 
From Forest w/Farmland Preservation TO: Agricultural/Forest/ Residential District (AFR) Pt. NE SW SEC 15 T32N R12E 
(Parcel # 024-0233), Town of Price 
 
Haakenson stated that the Notice for Public Hearing was published in the Antigo Daily Journal on 06/12/2024 and 
06/17/2024 in accordance with the Langlade County Zoning Ordinance and the Open Meeting Law.  It was also sent to the 
Price Town Chairman, Price Town Clerk and those persons owning property within 300 ft of the described parcel.  

 
Haakenson presented the Committee with the findings of fact, aerial photo, and a locational map of the area.  Haakenson 
stated the proposed 2-acre building site is located on the East side of Polar Road, south of Lawrence Lake. Owners have 80 
acres of land. Surrounding zoning is Farmland and Forestry and Farmland Preservation.  
 
Haatvedt: Is the County creating a new parcel? 
Haakenson: No, they are just asking to rezone 2 acres.  
Haatvedt: Could the 2 acres be sold separately? 
Haakenson: Only if the owner has the 2 acres surveyed and split. 
 
There being no further questions for Haakenson, Chairman Bina called the applicant(s) forward and was sworn in.  The 
applicants stated their names as Derrick and Linda Fox.  

a. Chairman: What are you looking to do? 
b. D. Fox: We are looking to build a 1200-foot home with a basement. Linda got a job at the area hospital and we 

would like to live in the area.  
c. Chairman: Is there a driveway to the parcel? 
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d. D. Fox: There was an existing driveway there. 
e. Chairman: Did you have a perk test done? 
f. D. Fox: Yes, we have a perk test by a soil engineer.  
g. Curler: You have to drive through a 40 to get to the parcel? 
h. D. Fox: Yes. 
i. Chairman: Is there a structure? 
j. D. Fox: No. 
k. Curler: There is a driveway and barn to the property? 
l. D. Fox: No barn yet. 
m. Haatvedt: I see there is a 33-foot public access. 
n. L. Fox: The snowmobile trail goes through the property. 
o. D. Fox: The snowmobile trail will have to be moved due to the location of the home but we have granted them 

permission to do so.  
p. Haatvedt: I see two separate 40-acre parcels, the CSM is showing one single lot. 
q. Haakenson: It is two separate parcels with one survey. 
r. Wickersheim: You have to go through the first 40 to get to the proposed lot? 
s. D. Fox: Yes, it is mostly field.  

 
There being no further questions for the applicant.  
Chairman called for any testimony in FAVOR of the petition:  Being none    
Chairman called for any testimony in OPPOSITION of the petition:  Being none.  
Chairman called for any testimony for INFORMATIONAL purposes: Being none. 
 
Haakenson stated he received correspondence from the Town of Price. Per the correspondence, the Zoning Amendment 
was approved during the 05/20/2024 Town meeting with a 2-0 vote, and 1 absent vote.  
 
Motion by Haatvedt, second by Wickersheim to close the Public Hearing for #1068 at 4:02 p.m. All ayes, motion carried.   

 
After careful consideration of all factors: 
REZONING OUT OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMLAND PRESERVATION OVERLAY DISTRICTS. 
 
SECTION 17.42(4)(c) STANDARDS FOR REZONING OF LANDS OUT OF THE AGRICULTURE AND FARMLAND PRESERVATION 
OVERLAY DISTRICTS.  The County Board may approve petitions for rezoning lands out of the Exclusive Agricultural District 
only upon a finding that such a rezoning is in the public interest after consideration of the following factors: 
 

1. Adequate public facilities exist to serve the development or will be provided: Town approved 
2. Provisions of these facilities and services will not be an unreasonable burden to local governments: No Testimony   
3. Land is suitable for development: Yes    
4. The development will not cause unreasonable air or water pollution, soil erosion or adverse effects on rare or 

irreplaceable natural areas: No Testimony.   
5. Potential conflict with remaining agricultural land and uses in the area: No   
6. Need for the proposed development in the location specified: Landowner chose the site.      
7. Productivity of the agricultural lands that are involved or affected: Limited impact to the field 
8. Whether the development as proposed is located to minimize the amount of agricultural land converted: Yes 
9. The rezoning is consistent with any applicable comprehensive plan. Town approved.   
10. The rezoning is substantially consistent with the county-certified farmland preservation plan: No Testimony 
11. The rezoning will not substantially impair or limit current or future agricultural use of surrounding parcels of land 

that are zoned for or legally restricted to agricultural use: No Testimony   
 
DECISION:  Motion by Haatvedt, second by Wickersheim to approve Petition for Zoning Amendment #1068. Roll call vote: 
Curler, aye; Haatvedt, aye; Wickersheim, aye; Bina, aye.  All members present voted aye, motion carried.     
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Haakenson suggested the applicant call his office the day after the County Board meeting for the results, and any details. 
   
The hearing is adjourned at 4:06 p.m.  

 
Minutes transcribed and submitted by: 
Becky Rank, Deputy County Clerk/Recording Secretary  
 


