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MEETING MINUTES 

Committee: Water & Land Use Planning 
Date:  Wednesday, June 6, 2018 
Time:  3:00 PM 
Location: Wolf River Room, Resource Center, 837 Clermont Street, Antigo, WI 

 
The following discussion was held by the Committee at the meeting detailed above:    

 
1. Meeting called to order at 3:02 P.M.       
 
2. Roll call was conducted. 

 
 

Water & Land Use Planning Committee 

Name Role Status 

Ron Nye Co Chair Present 

William Livingston Co Chair Present 

Richard Schuh Member Present 

Sandra Fischer Member Present 

Don Scupien Member Present 

Non- Committee Members Present 

Name Interest 

Duane O. Haakenson Zoning Administrator 

Chris Arrowood Land Conservation 

Becky Rank  Deputy County Clerk/Recording Secretary 

Erik Rantala  Forest Administrator 

Molly McKay Land Conservation 

Dave Solin  County Board Chairman  

Robin Stowe  Corporation Counsel  

Ron Kaas Public  

Leslie Rasmussen  Public  

Dave Kautza  Public  

 
3. The Committee recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
4. Approval of previous meeting minutes. Motion by Livingston, second by Schuh to approve the 

minutes of the May 22, 2018 meeting. All ayes, motion carried.  
 

5. Public comment on agenda items, and consideration of requests for items to be added to future 
meeting agendas: None  
 

6. Public Hearing:   See attached Public Hearing Minutes  
 



 

7. Election of officers: Livingston and Nye are co-chairman with the understanding that Livingston 
will take over as chairman and Nye will step down.  Motion by Fischer to vote for chairman, vice-
chair and secretary. Fischer rescinded motion. Scupien asked that this be postponed for a couple 
of months. 
 

8. Non-Routine business requiring discussion/action:  
a. Discuss Schink rezoning with Robin Stowe, Corporation Counsel:  Haakenson stated that 

Dennis Schink petition the Committee for a zoning amendment from AFR to Commercial 
land as being NWNW of Sec 28, T31N, R14E known as Lot 1 of CSM V18 P12 (parcel 034-
0400.007) Town of Wolf River. During the petition, it was stated that Schink wanted to 
put storage buildings on the site. Haakenson has received multiple complaints that 
garbage has been brought onto the property and is being buried onsite.  Haakenson has 
been working with Conservation Warden Andrew Dryja and Public Health Nurse 
Stephanie Thiede. Haakenson and Dryja have visited the parcel and noted multiple 
items have been buried like tires, radiators and potential chemicals. Haakenson stated 
that Dryja has been in contact with the owner. Haakenson recommended to the 
Committee to let the DNR handle the situation as of now. Haakenson will be in contact 
with Dryja.  Information only.  

 
9.  Schedule next meeting:   June 26, 2018 at 3:00 p.m.  
 
10.  Adjourn meeting:   Motion by Scupien, second by Schuh to adjourn the meeting at 4:15 p.m.   All 
ayes, motion carried.  

 
 

Minutes transcribed and submittedi  by: 

Becky Rank, Deputy County Clerk
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PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES 

Committee: Water & Land Use Planning 
Date:  Wednesday June 6, 2017    
Time:  3:00 PM 
Location: Wolf River Room, Resource Center, 837 Clermont Street, Antigo, WI 

 
The following are the Minutes of Public Hearing, held by the Committee at the meeting detailed 
above:

 
1. Hearing called to Order at 3:00 P.M. 
 
2. Roll call was conducted. 

Water & Land Use Planning Committee 

Name Role Status 

Ron Nye Chair Present 

Bill Livingston Co-Chair Present 

Don Scupien Member Present 

Sandra Fischer Member Present 

Dick Schuh Member present 

Non- Committee Members Present 

Name Interest 

Duane O. Haakenson LRR Department Director 

  

      
3. Mr. Haakenson read the Notice of Public Hearing pertaining to Amending the Langlade Zoning 

Ordinance to add and clarify Language to the Metallic Mining Section of the Code in Relation to 
the Passage of 2017 WI Act 134.  

 
4. Haakenson:  A little background:  2017 the state legislature passed WI Act 134 which took the 

mining moratorium away, which had been in place for many years.  Prior to that moratorium 
when the Crandon mine was here, I felt we had good mining regulations in our zoning code.  It 
involved public hearing process which is more than one public hearing.  A mining exploration 
district is set up first, which requires zoning.  A rezone into the metallic mine district, and also a 
conditional use permit from the BOA.  Most of the changes we have added to the existing code 
involves the conditional use permit process.  In talking to the committee about this we have 
decided to be proactive and add to the ordinance now.  The moratorium is lifted as of July 1st , 
so we need to get these regulations in place prior to that date.  

 
5. Haakenson:  Changes in the code:  There is quite a list of prohibited areas and we have added a 

couple of county properties not on the list, as well as future county forestry land.  Post Lake 
Dam Park and Camp Lyle were added.  In the fall we will begin a revision to the 2009 
comprehensive plan, and we should strengthen it to coincide with the new regulations.  Some 
minor changes were under Standards, (ie. minimum area to establish a mining district), the 
minimum acres were decreased from 320 to 160.  The reasoning is why open up more acreage if 
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the company doesn’t need it, just because there is a requirement to meet 320 acres.    Most of 
the things added to the code would fall under the conditional use process, which are 2 public 
hearings after the rezoning process.  They would also have to apply with the state DNR, which is 
a 6 month process.   We’ve added some financial assurances, general liability insurance 
requirement, ground water trust fund, property value compensation fund, and road damage 
trust fund.  A very important addition we have made is local impact agreements, where a county 
or a town can enter into an agreement with the mining company which can include many things 
that they agree ahead of time.  A local impact agreement would require the county board to set 
up a special committee and follow the statutes if the county would enter into a local impact 
agreement.   

 
 a. Nye:  There was coverage on the news about the mines with a lot of people holding 

signs saying no to mines.  This is not the county’s intent to say no to mines but to do the best to 
protect the counties and with the local policy the towns can strike their own deals with the 
mining companies, within the guidelines. 

 
 b. David Solin:   The limit of $15,000 per well, I don’t think is high enough.  To replace a 

well is higher than that.  I think $25,000 is more realistic.   
 
 c. Haakenson:  We are still able to make minor changes to this draft at this point. 
 
6. There being no further questions, or discussion, the Chairman called for any testimony in favor, 

in opposition, and for information purposes: 
 
 a. Ron, from White Lake:  What are the numbers based on?  Is there a way to go into a 

property and save a well by drilling it deeper to get water to a residence if something goes 
wrong?  What is the process? 

 
 b. Haakenson:  That figure is arbitrary because it goes into a trust fund that has to remain 

in that account for 40 years after the completion of the mine, and bears interest that whole 
time.  There are other factors such as mineral rights we don’t know how will affect this, that 
have been on deeds from many years ago.  We are doing this in an attempt to protect and set 
aside money, no matter what happens here to today and at county board, there is still an 
opportunity for us to go back and strengthen our comprehensive plan to help support these 
documents.  It’s better to do what we can ahead of time, because once someone puts an 
application in they have a vested interest and you can’t change the rules for their case. 

 
 c. Nye:  Even though rules are made at the county level, the state can take that away.   
 
 d. Ron, from White Lake:  As far as it having to be 1000 feet from a navigable body of 

water, we have 350 or so spring ponds in the county, are they considered navigable? 
 
 e. Haakenson:  Yes.  At the previous meeting I had shown a map to the committee which 

showed areas that are already prohibited, and it is a large portion of the county.  That map is 
being done by our GIS specialist.  It currently is not available as it is still a work in progress. 

 
 f. Ron, from White Lake:  Oneida County is currently looking at rescinding the very thing 

you are trying to adopt.  Is there  any stop for something like that, or can a senator come in and 
influence the board to overturn the very rules they put in? 
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 g. Nye:  You can’t control future boards. 
 
 h. Stowe, Corporation Counsel:  As a general rule, counties have the least amount of 

authority, we deliver services for the state and do what we are told to do.  To make regulations 
like this, we have to make sure we are not stepping on the state’s toes.  In the case of metallic 
mining we have authority to make regulations which the state legislature can change.  When it 
comes to any changes in ordinances, we have to go through the same process, ie. public 
hearing, go before the county board, and publication.   

 
7. There being no further testimony, the Chairman called for a motion to close the public hearing 

portion of the meeting. 
 
 a. Motion by Schuh, second by Livingston to close the public hearing at 3:31 P.M.  All 

voting  aye, 0 nays.  Motion carried. 
 
9. DECISION: Motion by Scupien second by Livingston to adopt the changes to the Langlade 

Zoning Ordinance to add and clarify Language to the Metallic Mining Section, which include the 
change suggested of $25,000 for the Groundwater Trust Fund and the local impact statement, 
and forward it to the county board.  All voting aye, 0 nays.   Motion carried. 

 

 
Hearing is adjourned at 3:30 P.M. 
 
 
Minutes transcribed and submitted by: 
 
JAMIE MUSOLFF, DEPARTMENTAL DEPUTY 
LAND RECORDS & REGULATIONS DEPARTMENT 
 

                                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


