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MEETING MINUTES 

Committee: Social Services   
Date:  Tuesday, November 22, 2022 
Time: 6:00 PM  
Location: County Board Room, Lower level of the Safety Building 

 
The following discussion was held by the Committee at the meeting detailed above:    

1. Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m.  
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Recognize members to be excused.  Motion by J. Wagner, second by Mulhollon to excuse 

Novak and Bardo.   All ayes, motion carried.  

4. Approve previous meeting minutes of September 15, 2022. Motion by J. Wagner, second by 
McDougal to approve the previous meeting minutes of September 15, 2022. All ayes, motion carried.  

5. Public comment on agenda items, and consideration of requests for items to be added to future 
meeting agendas. None  

6. Review monthly budget. DSS/Health Director Zenkovich presented the Committee with a written 
monthly budget. Zenkovich stated the DSS Budget should be within budget for 2022.  

7. Discuss recent Community Meeting regarding Drugs in Langlade County:  The Committee discussed 
the Community Meeting on Drugs.   Chairman McDougal discussed the need for citizen support and 
looking for recommendations on what and how something can be done to reduce or eliminate the 
drug problem in the community.   Discussion on effects if legalizing drugs, such as marijuana, would 
help with the drug problem.  Information only. 

8. Discuss Targeted Case Manager Position:  County Administrator Hilger stated Corporation Counsel 
Stowe is working with NCHC on both positions, Targeted Case Manager and AODA Counselor.   Hilger 
stated NCHC wanted a financial commitment from Langlade County, as this was going to be county 
program and not a shared service.   Discussion on the AODA treatment needs and the problems 
getting appointments and services, timely.  Information only.  

9. Discuss AODA Counselor Position:  #8 & #9 are discussed under #8.  

10. Discuss CPS Social Worker Positions:  Director Zenkovich stated there is a full-time vacancy for a 
Social Worker.   Zenkovich explained the change of one full-time Social Worker going part-time and 
adding another part-time Social Worker.   Discussion held.   No action. 

11. Correspondence and Reports:  

SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

Name Role Status 

Bruce McDougal  Member  Present  

Carol Bardo  Chair   Absent 

Joel Wagner Member Present 

Sally Mulhollon  Member Present  

Joseph Novak  Member Absent 

Non- Committee Members Present 

Name Interest Name Interest 

John Zenkovich Director Health & DSS Tracy Chernetski Social Work Supervisor 

Jason Hilger County Administrator  Judy Nagel  County Clerk/ Rec. Sec  

Reinhardt Balcerzak Supervisor   
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a. Economic Support and Energy Assistance: Committee received a written report.   October 1, 
2022 the new season starts for Energy Assistance started. No County dollars are allocated 
for benefits from Economic Support Programs and the Wisconsin Home Energy Assistance 
Programs, the funds are all State and Federal monies. Report is on file in the County Clerks 
office. Information only.   

b. Updates from Youth Justice: Committee received a written report. Discussion on the four 
Youth Justice placement. Information only.  

c. Update from Children and Family Services (in person). Tracy Chernetski, Social Work 
Supervisor discussed the Child Protective Services (CPS) program.   Chernetski discussed 
Access, Initial Assessment and Ongoing Services.   Chernetski stated the department receives 
about 400 referrals annually, with about 50% screened in. The Initial Assessment must occur 
with 60 days of the referral.  Chernetski stated cases can be opened voluntarily, giving 
services and support on prevention to families that request the services of the department.  
Discussion on TPRs, foster care homes, Community Case Manager, types of referrals.   
Discussion on the job qualifications of a social worker.  Chernetski reminded the Committee 
that children safety is key.  Reports available from Chernetski.  Information only.  

12. Update or Report on Activities/Grants from County Administrator: County Administrator Hilger 
stated he enjoys working with Zenkovich and staff in the DSS. Information only.  

13. New Business 

a) Department Vacancies. Zenkovich stated there was one vacancy position on the CPS side. 
Information only.  

14. Old Business  

a) Community Services Assistant. Zenkovich stated the Community Services Assistant position 
interviews are in progress, with a start date of January 1, 2023.    Information only.  

15.  Referrals and Recommendations for the next meeting.  No referrals or recommendation at this 
time.  

16. Set next meeting. To be determined.  

17. Adjourn meeting. Motion by J. Wagner, second by McDougal to adjourn the meeting at 7:10 p.m. All 
ayes, motion carried.  

 
Minutes Recorded and submitted by: 
Judy Nagel, County Clerk 

 


