800 CLERMONT STREET LA N
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TELEPHONE: (715)627-6200
FAX: (715)627-6303

MEETING MINUTES
Committee: ~ ADMINISTRATIVE MEETING WITH THE TOWNS

Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022
Time: 5:30 PM
Location: County Board Room, Lower Level of the Safety Building

The following discussion was held by the Committee at the meeting detailed above:
As a courtesy to other, please silence cell phones and please notify the Chairman if you intend to record this
meeting. Social distancing was observed.
1. Meeting called to order at 5:30 PM
2. Conduct Roll Call by Chairman Pierce. All in attendance introduced themselves and their role.

COMMITTEE

Name Role Status
Ben Pierce Chairman Present
John Medo Member Present
Rich Wiegert Member Present
George Shinners Member Present
Reinhardt Balcerzak Member Present
Name Interest Name Interest
Angie Close Economic Development Al Murray Forest Admin., by phone
Mike Koles WTA Education Specialist Several Town
Officials and Clerks
Judy Nagel County Clerk, Rec. Secretary

3. Please silence all cell phones.
4. Recite the Pledge of Allegiance.
5. Forest Administrator:

a) Broadband Commission: Forest Administrator Murray, by phone, and Economic Development Director
Close explained the proposed Broadband Commission, which would consist of town officials, county
officials, businesses, schools. Murray and Close explained the need for the Commission: working with the
service providers, determining the needs in each area of the county, including public safety and schools,
with a goal to improve Broadband in Langlade County. Discussion on funding broadband with ARPA dollars,
discussing underserved and unserved areas. More information to come.

b) Emergency Response Location Signage Project — discussion: Forest Administrator Murray discussed the
proposed signage project, displaying a proposed sign that would be posted on ATV/UTV and snowmobile
trails, making uniform signage for emergencies or location notification. Murray will be applying for grant
funding to implement this project in the fall of 2022.

c¢) County Forest Payments to Towns — discussion: Forest Administrator Murray stated that if a Town has
County Forest in their boundaries, they will be receiving a 10% payment of the annual forest sales.
Information only.

d) Forest Access Improvement Planning Project — discussion on Town Roads: Forest Administrator Murray
discussed improving the access to the County Forest, developing relationships and improving access,
working with town leadership on roads that access the County Forests. Information only.

e) Forest Limited Communities Legislation — discussion: Forest Administrator Murray discussed Forest
dependent communities, as the industry in this area is forestry or tourism, with the amount of forest
limiting communities, creating untaxable land bases, limits the population for school funding. Murray
discussed withdrawing some land from MFL in exchange for forest lands that might be more developable.
Discussion held.
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6. Discuss the County Unit Set up, information provided by Mike Koles, WTA: Mike Koles, WTA, discussed the

restart of the County Unit Meetings, meetings set for the 2" Thursday of March, June, September and

December at 5:30 p.m. in the County Board Room. Discussion on the Unit Leadership, the agenda, agenda

development and agenda distribution.

Koles also discussed grant funding as a revenue source for county and town government, discussing the recently

approved grants that the county and towns could apply for. Discussion on grant writers, grant writing agencies

and funding changes to grants.

Verify date of next meeting: March 10, 2022 at 5:30 in the County Board Room.

8. Adjournment: Motion by Wiegert, second by Medo to adjourn the meeting at 6:50 p.m. All ayes, motion
carried.

N

Judy Nagel, County Clerk, Recording Secretary




