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MEETING MINUTES 
Committee: Forestry and Recreation Committee 
Date:  Thursday, April 20, 2023 
Time:  5:00 PM  
Location: County Board Room, Lower Level of the Safety Building 
The following discussion was held by the Committee at the meeting detailed above:    

1. Meeting called to order at 5:00 PM by Chairman John Medo   
2. Roll call was conducted     
3. Silence cell phones. 

4. The Committee recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
5. Approve previous meeting minutes of March 14, 2023:  Motion by Mayr, second by Balcerzak to approve the 
meeting minutes of March 14, 2023.   All ayes, motion carried.   
6. Public comment on agenda items and consideration of requests for items to be added to future meeting 

agendas:   Chairman Medo announced the public would be allowed to speak for three minutes at the time 
of the agenda item.   Supervisor Mayr will monitor the timer for the speakers.    

7. Pelican River Forest Conservation Easement:    
a. Request for resolution of support:   Mr. Ron James Kaas:  Kaas was given three minutes to speak in 

support of the Pelican River Forest Conservation Easement.  
Chairman Medo requests Jim Lemke, WI DNR, Real Estate Manager for the NRB to come to the 
podium:   Lemke addressed the short, 30 day notice the County and Towns received regarding the 
easement.  
Forest Administrator Murray addressed the Committee and Public:   Murray discussed the easement, 
possibly setting up a meeting with the land owner, funding that could assist the Towns, and Carbon 
Credits.    
Chairman Medo:   Medo reviewed the Third Possible Option for Resolution to Conditionally Support 
the Pelican River Conservation Easement:   Direct Meeting with the Conservation Fund, Joint Meeting 
of all affected Counties and Towns.   Points at that Meeting:   Direct Recognition of Environmental 
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Services, Direct Recognition of sacrifices and Additional Cost absorbed by the local residents, Provide 
Easements to Motorized Trails, Provide Access Roads and Funding for Access Road Endowment, 
Provide Exclusions of Lands from Conservation Easement for Land Donations, Provide Exclusion of 
Lands from Conservation Easement for Consideration of Future Development, Provide Revenue Cost 
Sharing from Carbon Credit Sales, Provide Oneida County a First Right of Refusal for Land Purchase.   
Public that Spoke:  Patrick McCabe, Sally Mulhollon, Scott Holweinski, Robert Briggs, Patrick O’Brien, 
Bryant Waupoose, Amanda Hatch, Mary Jo Peters, Bill Livingston, and Michael Fish, Jr.    
Discussion held. 
Motion by Pierce, second by Balcerzak to allow the Forest Administrator & Forestry Staff to continue to 
work on the Pelican River Conservation Easement, working with the affected Towns and Counties on a 
Conditional Resolution.   All ayes, motion carried.   
Discussion continued.    
The Committee took a break at 6:05 p.m.   
The Committee resumed at 6:12 p.m.     

b. Request for resolution of opposition:  Town of Sugar Camp Letter and Draft Resolution:  Forest 
Administrator Murray will work on one Resolution to go to affected County and Town Boards in May, 
2023.    

Possible Committee Action for one resolution to go to May 2023 County Board:  see above.    
8. Forest Administrator’s Report - Discussion to be carried through Agenda:  Forest Administrator Murray 

submitted a written report, along with a supplemental report.  Both are available from Forest 
Administrator Murray.   

9. Timber Sales: 
a. Spring Timber Sales – Possible Committee action to approve the Spring Timber Sales to go to bid with 

bid opening scheduled and advertised for May 24, 2023 at 8:30 a.m. in the Forestry Conference Room.   
Motion by Mayr, second by Buck to approved the proposed Spring Timber Sales.   All ayes, motion 
carried.  

b. Bid Acceptance – Possible committee action to approve the Committee Chair and the Forest 
Administrator to open timber sale bids and accept the highest qualified bid for each sale with 
recommendation for Committee attendance.  Discussion held.   Motion by Buck, second by Balcerzak 
to allow the Forestry Committee Members attend the bid opening and to accept the highest qualified 
bid for each sale.   Discussion on networking and communication with the Cutters.   All ayes, motion 
carried.      

c. Timber Sale Extensions – Possible Committee action to approve timber sale extension for timber sales 
with expiration dates of 4/1/2023 and 4/15/2023:  Discussion on the expired sales.   The Committee 
agreed to extend and/or extend with conditions.   Motion by Buck, second by Mayr to extend Expired 
Sales for one year with no conditions:  1735-21, 1432-15, 1763-21, 1347-14, 1497-17, 1457-16, 1475-
16, 1552-18, 1580-19, 1596-19, 1705-20, 1736-21, 1745-21, 1752-21, 1754-21, 1761-21, 1500-17, 
1486-17, 1599-19.   Extend Expired Sale 1372-14 for one year and if not finished, to take the sale back.   
Extend Expired Sale 1547-18 for one year with a 5% increase.   Discussion on length of contract sales.   
All ayes, motion carried.     

10.  Letter of Clarification of Authority and Representation – Legislatively Limited Communities:   Discussion 
and possible Committee Action:  Discussion held as to Forest Administrator’s authorization to present 
Forest Limited Communities/Legislatively Limited Communities Presentation to organizations and 
partnerships, providing historical data, not directly supporting the forestry community, not depicting any 
defined stance or position.   Motion by Buck, second by Mayr to approve the proposed letter of clarification 
regarding the authority and representation of the Forest Administrator regarding Legislatively Limited 
Communities.   All ayes, motion carried.   All Forestry Committee Members signed the letter.       
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11. Funding Transfer for Additional Perch Lake Campground Cost:   Discussion on the possible overrun for 
completion of Perch Lake Campground, Phase 1.   Motion by Pierce, second by Buck to reallocate funding 
not to exceed $55,000, from account 440.26.571430.0000.8100 to pay for additional costs above budgeted 
amounts required for Perch Lake Campground completion in 2023.  All ayes, motion carried. 

12. Highway 64 Wolf river Bridge Opening for ATV/UTV: 
a. Update:   After 10 years of negotiations with the County, Town of Wolf River, and DOT, the Wolf River 

Bridge will now allow ATV Traffic, provided the 28 sign locations, that requires 57 signs.  Funding for 
the signs will be determined.    

b. White Lake ATV/UTV Club Ribbon Cutting Event:   Scheduled for May 6, 2023. 
c. Request for Sheriff’s Department Assistance at event.  No action taken. 

13.  Campground preferred Contractor Listing:  Discussion and possible Committee action to add to the 
Department Purchasing Policy:  Discussion on the Purchasing Policy regarding Contractors called in the 
event of an emergency for repairs, without the bidding process.   The list provides established contractors, 
previously used by the Forestry Department, that could be used in the event of an emergency.   Motion by 
Balcerzak, second by Buck to approved the Preferred Contractor Listing.   List is available from the Forestry 
Department.   All ayes, motion carried.    

14. Department Website:  Presentation and Update:  Forest Administrator Murray the website is live, with the 
Fairgrounds registration still pending.   A full presentation will be at the May Forestry Meeting.   

15. Wildlife and Fisheries: 
• Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP)- Update:  DMAP application approved, map shared with the 

Committee and Foresters, with the DNR having input on the site, 700 acres in the Town of Parrish.   

• Wildlife and Fisheries Council- Update:  Murray reported a small turn out for the first meeting, with good 
discussion.   Next meeting is scheduled, see Murray for date set.    

• Turkey Stamp Grant Application- Update:   Grant completed for turkey habitat improvement, tree and shrub 
planting.    

• Hunter Map- Discussion:  Murray, working with the Foresters, developed a map, assisting hunters in 
understanding the locations for grouse habitat and deer habitat.   More will come with the Hunter Map.  

16.  Wisconsin ATV Association President’s Award:  Forest Administrator Murray received the WI ATV 
President’s Award, in appreciation for outstanding leadership and land manager support in regards to the 
work with the Wolf River Bridge and the connecting trails.    

17. Park and Recreation Coordinator Report:  Park and Rec Coordinator Jason Polley distributed a list of 2023 
Fairgrounds Events Scheduled, 2023 County Recreation Area Events, Events in the works, Update on the 
Bow and Gun Range.   Polley also discussed Capital Improvement Projects at Perch Lake Campground, 
Fairgrounds, and Highway T ATV Trailhead.   Polley stated the three IR Trail Counters will be coming soon.    

18. Campground and Parks Manager Report:  Campground and Park Manager Tom Lazers stated reservations 
continue to come in, all cabins and lake sites have been reserved for the entire year at Jack Lake.   Lazers 
stated Jack Lake will have a floating opening for camping due to weather, with scheduled reservations to 
start May 18.   Discussion on the lease trucks and the 2011 truck with issues.    

19. Partner Reports:  Discussion determined by attendance:  WDNR, Economic Development, Ice Age Trail, 
Other:   WI DNR:   Wes Phillips:  Update on the Fishery Projects for 2023 and switching to fire season.    
Economic Development:  Report acknowledged. 
Ice Age Trail:   Joe Jopek reported that on May 9, 2023, he and his wife will be receiving an award for 50 
years of involvement in the Ice Age Trail in Langlade County.  Jopek also stated there is a 5-mile hike 
starting at the Sherry Parking Lot on Saturday, April 29, 2023.       

20. County Administrator’s Report:  Update or Report on Activities and Grants:  County Administrator Hilger 
was not present for the meeting. 

21. Next Meeting Date:   May 18, 2023 at 3:30 p.m. in the County Board Room 
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22. Adjourn the meeting:  Motion by Mayr, second by Buck to adjourn the April 20, 2023 meeting at 7:30 p.m.   
All ayes, motion carried. 

 
Minutes transcribed and submitted by: 
Judy Nagel, County Clerk/Recording Secretary. 


