
 
1633 NEVA ROAD    TELEPHONE:  (715)627-6300 
ANTIGO, WI 54409-2342      FAX: (715)627-6276 
WWW.CO.LANGLADE.WI.US 
 

Page 1 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

Committee: Forestry & Recreation  
Date:  Wednesday, November 28, 2018    
Time:  1:00 PM 
Location: Clover Room, Multi-purpose Building, Fairgrounds, Antigo, WI 

 
The following discussion was held by the Committee at the meeting detailed above:    

 
1. Meeting called to order at 1:15 P.M.  The meeting was delayed until all the individuals attending 

the meeting were able to find a position from within the Clover Room which allowed everyone 
to observe and hear the committee members. 

 
2. Roll call was conducted. 

Forestry & Recreation Committee 

Name Role Status 

Ronald Nye Chairman Present 

Donald Scupien Vice Chairman Present 

Joseph Novak III Secretary Present 

David Solin Member Present 

William Livingston Member Present 

Non- Committee Members Present 

Name Interest Name Interest 

Erik Rantala Forest Administrator John Medo County Board member 

Pete Pennington County Board member Sandy Fischer County Board member 

Robin Stowe Corporation Counsel 185 Interested 
members of the public 

 

Terry Poltrock Recording secretary   

 
 

3.      The Committee recited the Pledge of Allegiance.     
 

4.      Public Comment on Agenda Items, and Consideration of Requests for Items to be added to 
Future Meeting Agendas – Regarding the process used by County Committees under this agenda 
item, Robin Stowe, Corporation Counsel, explained that the use of this wording on agendas does 
not transform each Committee meeting into a “public hearing” and on that basis, it remains 
within the discretion of the Committee to recognize and/or set limitations on public comment.  
Stowe advised that any public comment should be germane to a matter that is on the agenda 
and cautioned Committee members not to engage in any discussion under this specific agenda 
item but rather wait for discussion under a specific agenda item is on the floor in order to avoid 
any open meeting law issues.  Additionally, Stowe advised that the general intent of this agenda 
time was to allow the public the opportunity to request that items be added to future agendas 
and/or to provide comment on an agenda item at the beginning of the meeting if they were not 
able to attend the entire committee meeting.   
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 Although Mr. Patrick Peters was not recognized to speak, he distributed the attached 

documentation to the Committee and cited “a point of order” that the Committee cannot take 
action on the matters contained within the agenda.  Upon review of the document, Corporation 
Counsel advised the Committee that it had the legal authority to continue with the meeting and 
to discuss the items as described on this agenda.  It should be noted that the Committee did not 
“accept” or adopt the document submitted by Mr. Peters and on that basis, the Committee does 
not accept the truth of any matter asserted in the document.  This document expresses the 
opinions, views and beliefs of two private individuals regarding the approval process for the 
Recreation Bridge across the Wolf River.  Although the document was addressed to Forest 
Administrator, Erik Rantala, the opinions, views, and beliefs contained in the document are not 
endorsed by Mr. Rantala or by the members of the Forestry and Recreation Committee.  

 
5. ATV Clubs Address the Committee regarding Paying for Engineering Costs for Project – Rus Cook, 

Parrish Highlanders ATV Club, addressed the committee stating that the ATV clubs, snowmobile 
clubs and tavern members had come together and raised the $20,000 for the engineering costs 
of the bridge in response to the request from the committee at their October 18, 2018 meeting.    
The funds are in an account are would be available to reimburse Langlade County in the event 
that the County may be held responsible for engineering expenses associated with this project 
at a later date.     Cook also stated that the reason that this recreational bridge and ATV trail 
route were requested was because of safety concerns for both ATVers and snowmobilers in the 
area.   Also, the majority of the people in attendance at this meeting are in support of this 
project. Dave Peterson also addressed the committee regarding the engineering costs and safety 
concerns in the area. 

 
 Mr. Cook provided the Committee with a copy of “Statement of Position” by Attorney General 

Brad Schimel in response to the Petition for Review of the DNR’s decision to use a process to 
revise (rather than amend) the Master Plan for the Upper Wolf River.   The Committee did not 
accept or adopt this document (attached for reference). 

 
6. At approximately 1:15 p.m., consider moving into closed session pursuant to Sec. 19.85 (1)(e), 

Wis. Stats., to deliberate the investment of public funds, or to conduct other specified public 
business whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session; to review the 
financial and contractual obligations related to the County’s grant application for the Wolf River 
recreation bridge project, and the options available to the County in addressing these 
obligations.   Robin Stowe, Corporation Counsel, indicated that he would need more complete 
information regarding why Committee members believe that discussions satisfy the reasons 
cited on the agenda for considering a closed session.  Stowe met with two members of the 
Committee to hear their concerns and subsequently reported back to the Committee that these 
concerns did not satisfy the criteria for a closed session; and that the public had the right to hear 
these concerns.  Supervisor Livingston expressed his concerns about the “finality” of this 
decision; that the Committee would no longer be in a position to review this project (i.e., 
environmental concerns, route/trail designations and locations, etc.) and he was assured that 
the Committee will continue to oversee this project after the grant contract is signed.  More 
importantly, that many of the questions that the Committee still has about this project will not 
be answered until after the grant contract is signed and various State agencies then conduct 
environmental and engineering studies associated with this project.   Supervisor Solin 
mentioned his concerns about receiving personal threats because of the Recreation Bridge issue 
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and his position on the Committee.  Corporation Counsel reminded the Committee to contact 
law enforcement when they are threatened with personal harm.   Committee continued in open 
session. 

 
7. Approve/Disapprove Signing Grant Contract for ATV Trail and Recreational Bridge cross Wolf 

River at Langlade – At this time, Chairman Nye stated that the committee would allow members 
of the public to speak if they had new information to bring forward and they would be allowed 
to speak for 2-3 minutes.  Mr. Nye emphasized the “new” information because the Committee 
has already received a wealth of information from many groups and individuals, many of which 
are in attendance at the meeting today. 

 
 Patrick Peters stated that he had requested information from the Sheriff’s Department 

regarding any accidents in that area over the last ten years and that they could not provide any.   
Also, he discussed concerns regarding the legalities of the changes to the DNR Master Plan by 
the Natural Resources Board and the lawsuit that was filed. 

 
 Mike Richling stated that there would be no cost to Langlade County taxpayers for this project. 
 
 Jim Wisneski stated that all three legislators from this area support this project as well as the 

town boards.    His group also met with members of the Wolfman Triathlon and would continue 
to meet with them to address any concerns. 

 
 Randy Harden, President of the ATV/UTV Association, also spoke in support of the project. 
 
 Sally Mulhollon of the White Lake ATV Club spoke regarding safety in the area and asked to we 

want to wait until there is an accident or fatality before something is done. 
 
 Erik Rantala, forest administrator, stated that after the paperwork is signed and returned, the 

DNR would send a check for two-thirds of the grant and then the bridge and trail could be 
engineered and the engineering plan would be forwarded to the DOT for their consideration to 
approve or deny as the trail and bridge is within DOT Right of Way.    Langlade County would 
also need approval from the DNR Water Regulations Department regarding permits and 
addressing environmental concerns.    Rantala stated that ever since 2012 when it was 
reiterated that no motorized traffic would be allowed on the Wolf River State Trail south of Lily 
that the State of Wisconsin and DNR have been working with the Langlade County ATV Clubs to 
address this concern.   Both Supervisor Solin and Supervisor Livingston expressed concerns 
about the proposed location for the bridge and the feasibility and sustainability of proposed 
recreational routes that would be served by this bridge.  Supervisor Novak questioned the 
Committee regarding whether they had any personal conflicts.  Given this question, the 
Corporation Counsel explained to the Committee the conditions that give rise to a statutory 
conflict of interest which would require a recusal, and the ability for any member to recuse 
themselves if they believe that they cannot be fair and impartial.  In response to Supervisor 
Novak’s question, no Committee member indicated that they need to recuse themselves.   
Motion by Novak, seconded by Nye to approve Erik Rantala signing the grant contracts for the 
ATV trail and recreational bridge cross Wolf River at Langlade.  Chairman Nye called the vote.     
All ayes.    Motion carried.  

 
8. Schedule Next Meeting – The next meeting will be the Timber Sale Bid Opening scheduled for  
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              Thursday, December 6, 2018 at 8:30 a.m., in the forestry office conference room, Fairgrounds,  
              Antigo.     
 
9. Adjournment – Motion by Livingston, seconded by Solin to adjourn at 2:15 p.m.   All ayes.    
               Motion carried. 

 
Minutes submitted by: 
 

Terry Poltrock 
Recording Secretary 


