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MEETING MINUTES 
Committee: Forestry and Recreation Committee 
Date:  January 16, 2024 
Time:  5:30 PM 
Location: Highway Department Conference Room 
The following discussion was held by the Committee at the meeting detailed above:    

1. Meeting called to order at 5:30 PM  
2. Silence cell phones 
3. Conduct Roll Call Motion by Buck, second by Mayr to excuse Pierce.   All ayes, motion carried. 

4. The Committee recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
5. Approve previous meeting minutes of December 6, 2023:  Motion by Mayr, second by Buck to approve            
the December 6, 2023 meeting minutes.   All ayes, motion carried.   
6. Public comment on agenda items and consideration of requests for items to be added to future meeting 

agendas:  No public comment.   
7. Partner Reports (DNR, EDC, Trail Clubs, Others):  Wes Phillips, WI DNR, working on hours with the Forestry 

Department, working with DNR regarding Forest Health and Forest Regeneration, also preparing for Spring 
Timber Sales.   No Wildlife Staff update from the Fall Gun Deer Season. Keri Beck, Economic Development, 
submitted a written report, the Committee reviewed.  Murray noted that Polley will be doing the PS 
announcements for opening and closing of trails in Langlade County.   Polley stated the GoTo Spots Map 
should be here by the end of the month.  Murray stated Tombstone Pickerel Snowmobile Club is working 
on their building plans to start construction in the Spring.   Medo reported that he has been working on 
Gartzke Flowage, getting ready for cross country skiing.   No other Partner Reports.     

8. Forest Administrator’s Report – Discussion to be carried through Agenda:  Handout provided and followed 
throughout the meeting.     

9.  2024 Timber Sale Expirations and Extensions:   Discussion held on expired timber sales.    
 
Motion by Balcerzak, second by Mayr to extend the following timber sales for 1 year without stumpage 
increase.  All ayes, motion carried.    

FORESTRY AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 

Name Role Status 

John Medo Chair Present 
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Central Wisconsin Lumber # 1674-20  
Country Forest Products #1707-20  
Country Forest Products #1711-21  
Tim Jacobs #1557-18  
Tim Jacobs #1746-21  
Krueger Lumber Co. #1617-19  
Krueger Wood Processing #1645-19  
Littleton Timber  
Marshall Logging #1586-19  
Marshall Logging #1590-19  
Marshall Logging #1708-20  
Chad McKee #1740-21  
Dave Raith Logging #1558-18  
Dave Raith Logging #1726-21  
Dave Raith Logging #1729-21  
Solin Forestry #1751-21  
Schreiber Logging 1730-21  
Strong Logging #1556-18  
Strong Logging #1671-20  
Strong Logging #1755-21  
TNT Timber Improvement #1626-19 
 

Motion by Buck, second by Mayr to extend the following timber sales for 1 year with a 5% stumpage 
increase due to in activity.  All ayes, motion carried.   
 Briarton #1741-21 
 
Motion by Buck, second by Balcerzak to extend the following timber sales for 1 year and if not 
completed within 1 year, take timber sale bond to recover County loss and allow contractors to retain 
right to bid on future sales due to inactivity.   All ayes, motion carried.  
  Rodney Hix #1633-19  

Rodney Hix #1640-19  
Krueger Wood Processing #1645-19  
Brad Mihalko Trucking #1526-18  
Brad Mihalko Trucking #1566-18 
 

Motion by Buck, second by Mayr to extend the following timber sales until April 1, 2024 and issue a 
directive that no additional extensions will be approved for these contracts, after April 1, 2024 take 
timber sale bond to recover County loss and contractors will lose the right to bid on future sales for a 
period of 2 years due to extended inactivity.   All ayes, motion carried. 
 McCaslin Logging #1463-16 
 McCaslin Logging #1481-17 

 
10.  2024 Department Work Plan:  Forest Administrator Murray discussed the Proposed 2024 Work Plan, noting 

all Forestry Department Employees have a copy of the Plan.   This plan is a requirement of the Forest 
Administrator Grant, which plan is to be approved by the Committee and the County Board.   Murray 
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reviewed the plan in detail.    Motion by Buck, second by Balcerzak to approve the proposed plan and 
forward to the January County Board Meeting.   All ayes, motion carried. 

11.   Code of Ordinance – Chapter 8 Motorized Recreational Vehicles: Forest Administrator Murray has been 
working with Corporation Counsel and the Sheriff to modify Chapter 8.   Chapter 8 includes the 
management of motorized recreational vehicles and establishment of Recreation Vehicle routes and trails, 
providing law enforcement trail safety and to support the operations and maintenance of motorized 
recreation in Langlade County.   Discussion held.   Motion by Mayr, second by Buck to forward Langlade 
County Code of Ordinance Chapter 8 to the DNR for approval.   All ayes, motion carried. 

12.  Charles de Langlade Lodge Building:   Park and Rec Coordinator Polley discussed the roof damage to the 
Lodge during the 2019 storm, claim submitted to insurance, and a check for repair was received.   The 
Committee discussed the future of the Lodge:  repair, replace, remove, gutting.   The Committee requested 
Polley obtain some numbers for the Lodge, whether repair, replace, remove or gut.   More information to 
come. 

13.  Tax Limited Properties Coordination Meeting:  Discussion on coordination with County Government in 
Federal regulations for actions that affect the County.   The Committee discussed the actions of the USDA 
when approving the Forest Legacy Funding for the Pelican River Forest Conservation Easements.   Failure to 
coordinate with a County could provide an option for Counties to pursue legal remedies pertaining to 
Federal action.   Forest Administrator Murray discussed the upcoming meeting, February 2, 2024, regarding 
Federal Coordination of Federal Programming related to Forest Legacy Property Acquisitions.   Currently 
Murray, Medo and Pierce are planning to attend.  More information to come. 

14.  Support letter for Pickleball and Community Recreation Facility Project Grant:   Tony Fuller discussed the 
proposed Non-State Grant, requesting Committee support for a proposed Pickleball and Community 
Recreation Facility.   Proposed plans, along with projected costs have been submitted.  Discussion held.   
Motion by Buck, second by Mayr to approve signing the letter in support of the Pickleball and Community 
Recreation Facility.   All ayes, motion carried. 

15.  New Employees and New Position Titles:  Forest Administrator Murry distributed a summary of the changes 
in the Forestry, Parks and Rec Department, noting title changes and staff changes.   No action taken.     

16.  Park and Recreation Coordinator Report: Written report provided to the Committee:  Park and Rec 
Coordinator Polley provided a written report, giving updated trail reports.   Discussion held.   

17. County Administrator – Update and Report on Activities/Grants:   County Administrator Hilger discussed the 
teamwork and the staff changes in the Forestry, Parks and Rec Department.   Hilger also discussed revenue 
and expenses from the 2023 Budget.    

18. Next Meeting Date:  February 21, 2024 at 3:30 p.m. in the Highway Department Conference Room.     
19. Adjourn the meeting:  Agenda completed, meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.    

 
Minutes transcribed and submitted by: 
Judy Nagel, County Clerk/Recording Secretary. 


