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PETITION FOR GRANT OF VARIANCE   PERMIT #     
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
OWNER          TELEPHONE 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS    CITY   STATE  ZIP 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NAME OF CONTRACTOR/BUILDER/AGENT  ADDRESS   TELEPHONE 

Gov't. Lot___, _______1/4_______1/4, Section_______ T_____N, R_____E Town of     

Subdivision or CSM    Lot   Block  Parcel #     

Zoning District: ______________ Lot Area: ______________Sq. Ft. or Acres ______________ 

Pursuant to Section(s)________________________________________________________________________ 

                

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TO THE LANGLADE COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT; 

 Please take notice that the undersigned was refused a permit by Langlade County Land Records & Regulations Department, 

for the alterations, repairs or construction of:  (Please check all applicable) 

 New Building       Addition: 

  Residence_____________________________   Residential__________________________ 

  Res/Att. Garage________________________   Commercial_________________________ 

  Garage   ______________________________   Satellite Dish________________________ 

  Manuf. Home__________________________   Other Bldg._________________________ 

  Deck/Porch____________________________     (Specify) 

At the property described above in Langlade County, Wisconsin for the reason that the application failed to comply with the Zoning 

Ordinance with respect to:  (Check all applicable) 

  Setback to water________________________   Minimum lot size_____________________ 

  Setback to side lot line___________________   Height______________________________ 

  Setback to road ROW____________________   Other ______________________________ 

 

The petitioner herewith seeks a variance from the provisions of the Langlade County Zoning Ordinance because: _________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The applicant or agent must be present at the hearing and must provide a plan showing all proposed and existing buildings, existing 

setbacks, sanitary systems, wells, etc.  The undersigned hereby attests that the above stated information is true and accurate. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Owner or Agent        Date 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

VARIANCE REQUEST: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Approved   Date:_________________,20__   Date Filed    ,20___ 

 Denied        Date:_________________,20__   Published    ,20___ 

 Recessed    Date:_________________, 20__   Hearing Date    ,20___ 

______________________________________   Rehearing Date   ,20___  

For Conditions of Approval Refer to BOA Decision Form               Date sent to Town   ,20 
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_____________________________TOWN BOARD, LANGLADE COUNTY, WISCONSIN 

 

TO: Langlade County Board of Adjustment         DATE: ______________________________ 

 

The Town of       Board has considered the following request from: 

NAME:               

ADDRESS:               

GRANT OF VARIANCE #:             

Request is for:              

                

Nature of Variance (Check all that apply):  

 Shoreline Setback  Right-of-Way Setback Side Yard Setback  

Property Information/Parcel Number:    Acreage:    

Legal Description:              

                

Based on evidence provided, the Town Board requests: 

Variance be granted as plans submitted: _____ 

Variance not be granted: _____ 

 Variance be granted to a lesser extent: _____ 

  SHORELINE   Original Request: _________  Town Request: __________ 

  RIGHT-OF-WAY   Original Request: _________  Town Request: __________ 

  SIDE YARD  Original Request: _________  Town Request: __________ 

Additional Comments/Concerns related to the proposed land use: 

               

               

               

                

  

Action taken at the Town of _____________________ Board meeting held on 

_____________________________________, as approved by motion, by a vote of: 

______Ayes ______Nays_______Abstain_______ Absent_____ 

___________________________________ 

Town Chairman 

___________________________________   ______________________________ 

Town Supervisor      Town Supervisor 

 

ATTACHING TOWN BOARD MEETING MINUTES OPTIONAL 
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Langlade County Zoning: Process for a Grant of Variance 

Step 1. Land Records & Regulations Consultation 

A landowner with property subject to the Langlade County Zoning Ordinance expresses a desire to 

commence a use on their property that, while legal, the dimensional standards of the property block or 

hinder such use. They will often contact the Land Records Department or visit the County website for the 

Grant of Variance application. 

 

- LANDOWNERS MUST SHOW PROOF OF LEGAL TITLE 

- ALL REAL ESTATE TAXES FOR THE PARCEL MUST BE CURRENT 

- GRANT OF VARIANCE WORKSHEET MUST BE COMPLETED 

 

Step 2. Town Board Review 

It is the applicant’s responsibility to contact their Town Board to have the Grant of Variance be placed on 

the Town Board agenda.  While municipalities do not have veto power over Grant of Variances, they 

may request that the Board of Adjustment consider certain aspects of the proposed land use for the 

purpose of reduced setbacks.  Additionally, the Town Board may file an appeal of the County’s decision 

as an “aggrieved party” by initiating a certiorari review with the circuit court. 

 

The Langlade County Board of Adjustment holds public hearings on petition for Grant of Variances.  The 

Board has adopted a policy that they will not take action on an application for a Grant of Variance in towns 

that have ratified the Zoning Ordinance, until written comments or public testimony has been received 

informing them how the Town Board acted on the matter at their board meeting. 

 

Step 3. Petition Filing and Public Notice 

Upon receipt of a completed Grant of Variance application, the Land Records Department will process 

the application fee, issue a class 2 public notice in the Antigo Journal for the public hearing at the Board 

of Adjustment meeting, and mail notices to property owners within 300 feet of the property where the 

Variance is requested. 

 

Step 4. Board of Adjustment 

The Board of Adjustment will interview the applicant and use the criteria in Chapter 17 of the Zoning 

Ordinance to determine if a variance may be granted. 

 

- APPLICANT/AGENT MUST BE PRESENT AT THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

 

 

Depending on the meeting dates of the Town Board and the Board of Adjustment, as well as the publication 

dates of the Antigo Journal, the whole process for a Grant of Variance from start to finish is approximately 6-10 

weeks. 
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Grant of Variance Worksheet: Alternatives 
 

Describe alternatives to your proposal such as other locations, designs, and construction techniques. Attach a site map 

showing alternatives you considered in each category below. 

 

A. Alternatives you considered that comply with existing standards. If you find such an alternative, you can 

move forward with this option with a regular permit. If you reject compliant alternatives, provide the 

reasons you rejected them.   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

 

B. Alternatives you considered that require a lesser variance and reasons you rejected them. If you reject 

such alternatives, provide the reasons you rejected them.  
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Grant of Variance Worksheet: Three-Step Test 
 

To qualify for a variance, the applicant must demonstrate that their property meets the following three requirements. 

 
1) Unnecessary Hardship / Practical Difficulty 

An applicant may not claim unnecessary hardship because of conditions which are self-imposed or created by 

a prior owner (for example, excavating a pond on a vacant lot and then arguing that there is no suitable 

location for a home). Courts have also determined that economic or financial hardship does not justify a 

variance. When determining whether unnecessary hardship exists, the property as a whole is considered rather 

than a portion of the parcel. The property owner bears the burden of proving unnecessary hardship. 

 
 For an area variance, unnecessary hardship / practical difficulty exists when compliance would 

unreasonably prevent the owner from using the property for a permitted purpose or would render 

conformity with such restrictions unnecessarily burdensome. The Wisconsin Supreme Court also 

determined that living without a lakeside porch was a personal inconvenience and did not 

constitute unnecessary hardship or practical difficulty. The board of adjustment must consider the 

purpose of the zoning restriction, the zoning restriction's effect on the property, and the short-

term, long-term and cumulative effects of a variance on the neighborhood, the community and on 

the public interests. 
 

Is unnecessary hardship/practical difficulty present? 

 
 Yes. Describe: 

             

             

             

             

             

              

 No. A variance cannot be granted. 
 

2) Unique property limitations 

Unique physical limitations of the property such as steep slopes or wetlands that are not generally shared by 

other properties must prevent compliance with ordinance requirements. The circumstances of an applicant 

(growing family, need for a larger garage, etc.) are not a factor in deciding variances. Nearby ordinance 

violations, prior variances, or lack of objections from neighbors do not provide a basis for granting a variance. 

Property limitations that prevent ordinance compliance and are common to a number of properties should be 

addressed by amending the ordinance. 
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Do unique physical characteristics of your property prevent compliance with the ordinance? 

 

 Yes. Where are they located on your property? Please show the boundaries of these features on 

the site map that you used to describe alternatives you considered. 

             

             

             

             

             

     

 No. A variance cannot be granted. 

3) No Harm to Public Interests 

A variance may not be granted which results in harm to public interests. In applying this test, the zoning board 

must consider the impacts of the proposal and the cumulative impacts of similar projects on the interests of the 

neighbors, the entire community, and the general public. These interests are listed as objectives in the purpose 

statement of an ordinance and may include: 

 

▪ Public health, safety, and welfare 
▪ Water quality 
▪ Fish and wildlife habitat 
▪ Natural scenic beauty 
▪ Minimization of property damages 
▪ Provision of efficient public facilities and utilities 
▪ Achievement of eventual compliance for nonconforming uses, structures and lots 
▪ Any other public interest issues 

 

Does this request cause harm to public interests? 

 

 Yes. A variance cannot be granted. 
 

 No. (Explain) 

              

              

              

              

               

 
I certify that the information I have provided in this application is true and accurate. 

 

Owner Signature:   Date:   
 

Owner Signature:   Date:   
 

Applicant Signature (if different):   Date:    
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