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Public Health promotes and protects the health
of people and the communities where they live,
learn, work and play.
-APHA
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Our Mission
Promote health and wellness for all in Langlade County; regardless of social,
economic, or cultural reasons; by providing public health services essential
for a safe and healthy community.

Our Vision
Langlade County: thriving people, healthy communities, safe environments
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Message from the Director
Public Health has always been at the vanguard of protecting and promoting the health of our
community. Never has this been truer than in 2021, where the Langlade County Health
Department led the way in every avenue of the fight against a communicable disease. All
fundamental and essential services vital to our community, were affected by the continued
presence of the COVID-19 virus, and the requirements laid on the Department by federal
laws and state statutes. As was true across the health care industry, 2021 was a time of
unprecedented employee turnover, vocal and vitriol opposition by a fierce minority of our
citizens, and a level of distrust that will require years to repair.
For the second consecutive year, COVID-19 was the primary focus of operations in the
Health Department. 2021 saw 10% of the county's population test positive for the virus,
requiring the county to issue isolation orders, while another 9% of the population were
identified as close contacts and required quarantine orders. The Health Department led the
way in vaccinating its' citizens, giving more than 4000 doses of Moderna/Pfizer/Johnson and
Johnson vaccines during 32 mass vaccination clinics. The Department also conducted several
vaccination clinics (COVID-19 and flu) at local farms to ensure health equity amongst our
Spanish speaking population. Also coordinating with emergency management at the county
and state levels, weekly COVID testing was coordinated with the Wisconsin National Guard
at our facility.
2021 saw the Department lose both its' Director and Public Health Officer, along with our
clerical support and several contact tracers. These challenges served as opportunities to look
at programs and services from a new perspective, ensuring that the needs of the community
are met.
This annual report will look at the 10 essential services of Public Health as provided by the
Department. Departmental data will be excluded if the activity and its data is insignificant
due to an inability to perform these activities in a pandemic environment. The Health
Department could not have performed its' mission without the efforts of our dedicated staff, a
group of steadfast volunteers, and a community willing to assist in the struggle but hopeful of
a brighter tomorrow.
As the dawn of 2022 shows positive signs for the end of the pandemic, we are hopeful for
increased engagement with the community, and to a healthier all-around citizenry. Thank
you for sticking by us in 2021 and to a brighter and peaceful 2022.

John J. Zenkovich
Director
Langlade County Health and Social Services
Langlade County Health Department
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2021

Health Department Staff
John Zenkovich, Director
Karen Marten, RN, BSN, PHN
Jean Turunen, RN, BSN, PHN
Donna Wiegert, RN, BSN, PHN
Sheila Rine, Office Manager
Elizabeth Rustick, Office Assistant
Kerri Remington, Contact Tracer
Madison Hoffman-Taylor, Contact Tracer

Board of Health
Bob Benishek, Chair
Tom Bauknecht, Vice-Chair
Ron Zalewski, Jr.
Warren Wagner
Dave Krochalk
Judith Popelka
Dr. Kristine Flowers, MD
Dr. Jeffrey Nielsen, DDS

6

2021 SUCCESSES
Partnered with The National Guard to conduct Covid-19 testing
Partnered with North Central Technical College, The Antigo Fire Department, and
many volunteers to provide 4,053 Covid-19 immunizations to our community
Worked with the Antigo Fire Department to provide Homebound clinics
Health Department Website updated to include recent, reliable and relevant information
Health Department Facebook updated and utilized 5-7 days per week
Developed a Suicide Prevention Billboard with the L.C. Suicide Coalition
Focus on Health resumed with health related articles in local news media
Resumed regular meetings with our Building a Healthier Langlade County Coalition
Developed trusted community member relationships with the Spanish-speaking and
rural communities
Received a mentor scholarship program for staff new to public health
Resumed program development that had been put on hold due to the pandemic
Formed a Health Equity Team to assure the health department programs includes
community members living with societal and institutional inequities, cultural and ethnic
minorities and our rural or disadvantaged communities
Organized a Healthy Ways Fall Walk on the Springbrook Trail in September
Gave 842 immunizations to children and adults in the community
Conducted school influenza vaccine clinics in October
The Diaper Bank provided 170 packs of diapers to families in need in our community
Awarded $37,650 in a grant for community outreach
Awarded $69,100 in a grant for workforce development
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In the U.S., where your life, your income, education,
race and access to health care mean as much as a
15-year difference in how long you will live.
- APHA
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The 10 Essential
Public Health Services

Health
Equity
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Health Priorities of Langlade County
Setting our Health Priorities

2019
Conduct a Community Health
Needs Assessment
Assessing:
Health Habits
Health Insurance
Health Care Services
Social Factors
Environmental Factors

Build Community Partners

2020
Update Community Health
Improvement Plan

Substance Abuse
Wellness, Prevention,
Nutrition, and Physical Activity
Affordability of Health Care
and Prescription Medication
Services

Building a Healthier Langlade
County
Schools
Medical Providers
Human Services
Social Services
Community Organizations
Public Health

Priority Areas
Substance Abuse

Wellness & Prevention

Why?
The cost of excessive alcohol
use in the area averages
$665 per resident
How to measure
improvement?
# of drug violations
Adult binge drinking rate
Underage drinking
violations
What can you do?

Why?
Over 32% of Langlade County
Adult Population is obese.

How to measure
improvement?
Heart disease mortality
rate
Obesity rate
# of community programs
What can you do?
Encourage children and
Don't drink and drive
youth to participate in
Keep medications in a safe
community activities
place
Promote local Farmers'
Do not provide alcohol to
market and community
underage children
garden
Langlade County Health Department
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Access to Health Care
Why?
Over 13% of Langlade County
population are uninsured for
health care
How to measure improvement?
Measure health coverage
rates
Monitor providers to
population ratio
What can you do?
Community patient
transportation
Promote mental health
benefits legislation
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Access to Care
Access to comprehensive, quality health care
services is important for promoting and
maintaining health, preventing and managing
disease, reducing unnecessary disability and
premature death, and achieving health for all.

8%

Of Adults

5%

Of Children

Are uninsured in Langlade
County.

During 2018, the Langlade County Health
Department, in partnership with Aspirus
conducted a survey to determine current
community opinion on perceived health issues.

Langlade County Food Insecurity

11%

Health Equity

% of population who lack adequate access
to food.

Langlade County Poverty

10.7%

Child Poverty

20%

Langlade County Median Household Income

Health Equity is providing equal access to
opportunities for individuals to achieve optimal
health despite race, ethnicity, gender, or
socioeconomic status. Health equity initiatives
allow everyone to have the opportunity to have
a better quality of life regardless of where they
live, work, learn, and play.

$52,074

Race Demographics in Langlade County
Hispanic/Latin X
2.1%

White
94.8%

Asian
0.5%
Black/African-American 1.2%
American Indian/Alaskan 1.4%

Langlade County Health Department
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Access to Care
Focusing on health across the lifespan means that LCHD will work to improve the lives of community
members at every stage of life, infancy through death.

1 in 4 Langlade County residents
are 65 YEARS OR OLDER

1 in 5 Langlade County residents
are 17 YEARS OR YOUNGER

48.7

MEDIAN AGE (state average
of 39.2; US average of 37.8)

Langlade County Health Department
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Alcohol and Drug Use
Substance misuse involving drugs, alcohol, or both is
associated with a range of destructive social conditions,
including family disruptions, finance problems, lost
productivity, failure in school, domestic violence, child
abuse, child neglect and crime.

Langlade County
2020 Alcohol related
ER Visits
162
Hospitalizations 99
Excessive Drinking
30%

20%

10%

0%

Langlade County

Wisconsin

Top U.S. Performers

Wisconsin ranks number 1 in the nation for
excessive alcohol use. Every county in our
state is above the national average for
excessive alcohol consumption.
It's taking a terrible toll on our communities,
from the expenses related to Operating While
Intoxicated (OWI) violations, to violence in
our communities, to negative health effects.
The Wisconsin Department of Health Services
estimates that over 3,100 people died in 2020
as a result of their own or someone else's
alcohol use, and these deaths (attributable to
alcohol use) have increased 54% since 2014.

Why does this matter?
Excessive alcohol use creates negative health issues in many ways (such as
various diseases, including 7 types of cancer). Wisconsin's trend in alchol use
has been going up over the last decade and has seen a 25% increase in alcoholinduced deaths in 2020. In 2019-2020, Langlade County has had 21 alcohol
related deaths.
Langlade County Health Department
2021 Annual Report
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Drug Misuse
Methamphetamine remains the
number one problem drug in
Langlade County. Prescription
medications are second, followed by
Fentanyl as a distant third. Heroin is
rarely seen by the police - what drug
users believe is "heroin" has
typically been straight fentanyl.
There is also plenty of marijuana
cases, which are extremely difficult
to prosecute due to public
acceptance and the availability of
legal Delta 8 THC, which is very
similar.

2021 Langlade County
86 methamphetamine cases

In 2021
Law enforcement saw an increase in drug overdoses and drug related cases for approximately
7 days following government stimulus checks being issued.
2020 had previously been the worst year Langlade County had seen for methamphetamine
cases. 2021 exceded that number by 4 cases and law enforcement started seeing substantial
quantities of methamphetamines being seized.
In March of 2021, Langlade County had the largest clandestine/one pot methamphetamine
lab ever discovered. More than 120 one pot cooking vessels were located.

Why does this matter?
Unfortunately, many of our methamphetamine cases involve children that are
victims of child neglect. In 2021, we saw an increase in the number of cases that
had child victims present. Langlade County spends over 2 million dollars on out of
home placement costs!
Langlade County Health Department
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Mental Well-Being
Mental and emotional well-being are
essential to overall health. Positive mental
health allows people to realize their full
potential, cope with the stresses of life, work
productively, and make meaningful
contributions to their communities.
Over the past two years, the Covid-19
Pandemic disrupted and weakened our social
lives and community connections, affecting
the way people interact with one another
through activities such as eating out,
shopping, vacationing, work and school.
Social media proved to be both helpful by
creating ways for people to interact and
connect to each other and harmful, because
people could not offset the negative messages
with real conversations.

Suicide
Suicide can act as an indicator to track the
mental health status of the population.
The Langlade County Suicide Prevention
Coalition's mission is to prevent suicides by
providing hope, raising awareness and
taking action to support those in need.

Langlade County Health Department
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Chronic Disease
Chronic diseases are defined as illnesses that last a long time, often cannot be cured and most likely
result in disabilities later in life. Prevention starts at a young age through the promotion of a healthy
diet and physical activity.

Diabetes

Diabetes affects how our bodies turn food into energy. Most of what we eat is broken down
into sugar (glucose) and enters our bloodstream. If you have diabetes, your body either isn't
making enough insulin or isn't able to use the insulin as well as it should. When this happens,
to much sugar stays in your bloodstream which can lead to serious health problems,
including; heart disease, kidney disease, circulation problems, and loss of vision.
Type 2 Diabetes is the most common form of diabetes and the number of cases are rising as
people consume less healthy diets and are not getting enough physical activity.
The Langlade County Health Department offers a Healthy Living with Diabetes Class.
Healthy Living is a 6 week workshop for adults of all ages who have Type 2 Diabetes, prediabetes, or who live with someone that does.

Diabetes

Obesity

13%

32%

of Langlade County residents are
Diabetic (state average of 9%)

of Langlade County Residents are
OBESE (state average of 32%)

Langlade County Health Department
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Chronic Disease
Family history and age are risks associated
with cardiovascular disease that you can’t
do much about. However, many other
risks for heart disease and stroke can be
greatly reduced through lifestyle changes.
These modifiable risks include being
overweight or obese, having diabetes,
having high blood pressure and high
cholesterol levels, having a sedentary
lifestyle, and smoking.

Heart Disease

Prevention

More than 4 out of every 5 dollars spent on healthcare in the U.S. are spent on people with
one or more chronic conditions. Langlade County Health Department offers free blood
pressure checks. The outlying blood pressure clinics were cancelled in 2021, along with all
except one of the Healthy Living with Diabetes Classes due to Covid-19. The Healthy
Ways Walk that happens every June on the Springbrook Trail was cancelled. The
Healthy Ways Fall Walk took place in September 2021-planning picture of event below.

Healthy Ways Walk at the Butterfly and Pollinator
Garden on the Springbrook Trail
Langlade County Health Department
2021 Annual Report
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Communicable Disease
Communicable Disease Control
By law, certain diseases must be reported to local
health departments. These diseases pose a public
health concern because of their severity and/or their
potential for epidemic spread. LCHD staff regularly
receive and investigate these communicable diseases.

Vaccine Preventable
Communicable Diseases

Top Communicable Diseases
in 2021
Langlade County

1. Covid-19 (1953 cases)
2. Lymes Disease (72 cases)
3. Chlamydia (46 cases)
4. Anaplasmosis (12 cases)
5. Giardiasis (6 cases)
6. E. coli (4 cases)
7. Hepatitis C (4 cases)

While vaccines are readily available, vaccine
preventable communicable disease continues to be
a challenge in Langlade County and the
surrounding area.
In the future, LCHD will continue to provide
education and vaccine accessibility to the
community, highlighting the importance for
children and others.
It is important that administration of routine
vaccines occur on time to prevent communicable
diseases. These routine vaccinations induce longterm immunity for many infectious diseases, while
also preventing cervical, oropharyngeal and other
cancers. Vaccination also reduces the transmission
of infections within communities.
Recently published research sheds light on how
the COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted many of
the routine vaccinations required for children.

Langlade County Health Department
2021 Annual Report
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Immunization Program
LCHD works to improve and sustain immunization coverage, offering vaccinations and information about the
safety and importance of immunizations. The immunization program promotes and provides adult and
childhood immunizations throughout the county to assure that community members have access to this
essential preventive health service.
In 2021, Langlade County Health Department gave a total of 842 immunizations to children and adults.
Through the Wisconsin Vaccine for Children's program, the Health Department received $25,454 worth of
vaccines which were given at no charge to Langlade County children. In addition to child vaccinations, adults
received the tetanus booster with pertussis component at no cost. They also received the pneumonia, hepatitis
B, and flu shot at low cost.
Langlade County immunizations received at
LCHD in 2021 (excluding Covid-19 vaccines)
842

2021

1095

2020

2019

1392

2018

1345

1465

2017
0

500

1,000

Serving All Ages
The immunization program promotes and provides
adult and childhood immunizations throughout the
county to assure that community members have
access to this essential preventive health service. We
are striving to increase our vaccination rates
through a variety of outreach efforts such as
reminder and recall letters to parents, increased
media messaging, and community-based vaccination
clinics.

1,500

Langlade County Area Diaper Bank
The Diaper Bank was established in 2015 to be a resource
for families in need in our community. We want to ensure
that children have an adequate supply of diapers. The
Diaper Bank is a collaboration of community agencies:
Avail, Head Start, Northwoods Healthy Families, Langlade
County Health Department and Langlade County Social
Services. We offer both cloth and disposable diapers. In
2021, we gave out 170 packs of disposable diapers, 62
packs of wipes, and 28 containers of diaper ointment.

Looking Forward
Goals for The Langlade County Area Diaper Bank
for 2022 include: increasing awareness about the
diaper need in Langlade County and increasing the
number of diapers given out to families in need.

Langlade County Health Department
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While a doctor treats people who are sick, those
working in public health try to prevent people
from getting sick or injured in the first place.
-APHA
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Rabies and Animal Bite Investigation
Animal bites are reported to the health
department to assure that measures are taken
to prevent potential rabies transmissions and
other infections.

64

Total animal bites investigated during 2021

Human Health Hazard Investigation
To protect the health of citizens of Langlade County,
LCHD investigates complaints with the potential of a
human health hazard and brings health hazards that
are not regulated by other government agencies to
resolution under Langlade County ordinances.

Top Health Hazard Complaints
Garbage
Hoarding
Mold
Sewage

34

Total complaints
investigated

Langlade County Health Department
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Environmental Health in Langlade County
Radon Testing
Radon is an odorless, radioactive gas that is
dangerous if it accumulates to high concentrations
within buildings and homes. Radon test kits are
made available through LCHD in cooperation with
the Northcentral Wisconsin Radon Information
Center. Test results are mailed directly to
participants and referrals are made to the
Northcentral Radon Information Center when
radon remediation assistance is needed.

44

test kits

Lead
Lead in the News
Lead poisoning has been in the news a lot due to the concerning levels of lead found in the water supply and its potential
impacts on the health and safety of the surrounding community. There is no safe levels of lead in the human body; even
very low levels of lead exposure can cause permanent brain damage and negatively affect health throughout the child's
life. Children's bodies absorb lead more quickly and efficiently than adults. Lead accumulates in the body over time so
ongoing exposure can become toxic-especially in small children. Lead poisoning is preventable and sources of lead can
be identified before children are harmed. It is important to prevent lead poisoning before it happens and talk with your
health care provider about lead screening.

If your child has
trouble balancing and

Blood lead testing
should be done at ages
1 and 2 years of age

moving, it could be lead
poisoning!
Get them tested!

What happens if lead
2021 Langlade County
Child Blood Lead Testing
Total number of Tests: 204
Ages 0-5 years= 204
Ages 5 and above= 0

levels are high?
A public health nurse follows up with all
elevated lead results in the county. Children
with elevated capillary lead levels of 3.5
mcg/dl or greater are referred to their

Elevated lead results greater than 3.5 mcg/dl= 0

medical provider for a confirmatory test.

Langlade County Health Department
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Inform, Educate, and Empower People
about Health Issues
Website Posts
185

Facebook Posts
499

Car Seat Safety Program
LCHD has three staff members who are certified as car seat technicians and
offer free child car seat safety checks to instruct caregivers on installation,
provide education, and inspect car seats through the Kids Travel Safe Inc.
Car Seat Inspections are offered free of charge on the 3rd Wednesday of
each month from 4-6 p.m. at the City of Antigo Fire Department.
In 2021, technicians from the Kids Travel Safe Program attended 3 open houses
at the Antigo Elementary Schools to provide education on carseats and booster
seats for parents and students. Technicians also attended a National Car Seat
convention in Madison, WI.

The safest child car
seat is the seat that
fits the child, fits
the vehicle, and is
used correctly
every single time.

During Car Seat Inspections
Parents/caregivers RECEIVED instruction and
were able to PROPERLY INSTALL the child
safety seat as certified by our car seat
technicians

Prenatal & Postnatal Care
LCHD provides home visits to parents to assist families
before and after the birth of their child through our
Prenatal Care Coordination Program (PNCC). Mothers
receive support and education, baby weight checks,
health teaching, child development and referrals to
community services. This program is developed for a
healthy pregnancy, birth, and beyond. Many of our
PNCC visits were curtailed in 2021 due to Covid-19
restrictions.

Langlade County Health Department
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Develop Policies and Plans that Support
Individual and Community Health Efforts
Strategic Plan
LCHD's Strategic plan outlines the mission, vision, and core values of the department. It also contains strategic
priorities, goals, and objectives that represent LCHD's firm commitment to assuring a healthy community for all
residents. The 3 main objectives are as follows: Improve Visibility with Marketing and Branding, Assure a
Competent Workforce, and Providing Quality Services with Quality improvement and Performance
Management.

In 2021
Workforce Development
Plan Updated to include
Health Equity
Initiated and
implemented a Branding
Strategy Plan
Initiated Performance
Management and Quality
Improvement Plan

Quality Improvement and Performance Management
Quality improvement refers to a continuous and ongoing process to achieve measureable improvements in the
overall health of our community. The LCHD held educational sessions for all staff on Health Equity,
performance management and quality improvement. Performance standards and measures help to guide areas
for improvement throughout the health department. A Health Equity team was formed to assure all programs
and materials are culturally appropriate for our community. Quality improvment projects drive these changes.

6
QI Projects started in 2021

6
QI New or Continuing
Projects Improved Work
Processes

Langlade County Health Department
2021 Annual Report

3
QI Projects Improved
Health Equity
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Develop Policies and Plans that Support
Individual and Community Health Efforts
Workforce Development
In 2021, LCHD's Workforce Development Plan was updated to include Health Equity. Identifying gaps in
leadership and staff knowledge, skills and abilities targeted staff trainings and development. Additional
education was provided for public health nurses by participating in the New to Public Health Cohort thru UW
Madison. This class continues to provide resources, learning activities and mentorship for our new staff.
Leadership promotes learning new skills, and provides opportunities to participate in professional
development and encourages involvement in professional organizations.

2021 Highlights

Workforce Development Plan updated
Educational sessions on Performance Management,
Quality Improvement and Health Equity
Resumed weekly all staff meetings to include
educational opportunities
Leadership encouraged enrollment on-line learning
sessions for emergency management, environmental
hazards, vaccine safety and grant writing to name a
few
2 educational sessions at Music in the Park in Elcho
Nurses participation in learning sessions regarding
Health Equity and Social Determinants of health
from state and federal partners
COVID-19 research throughout 2021

Plans for 2022
Participate in Community Health Needs assessment with Aspirus
Develop a new Community Health Improvement Plan to focus on resiliency
Provide staff development to improve programs to focus on the health equity, diversity and
inclusion
Provide educational sessions to the public during community events
Continue quality improvement projects to improve services based on our community needs
Langlade County Health Department
2021 Annual Report
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Emergency Preparedness
Prepare ahead of time to make sure you and
your family are safe before, during and
after an emergency or natural disaster.
These plans are important for your safety in
both natural disasters and man-made
disasters.

2021 Highlights

Hosted 6 learning sessions with staff and
partners to practice dealing with and
preparing families for emergencies
Participated in the regional mass casualty and
emergency table top exercise
Drafted a new Public Health Emergency
Preparedness Plan
Staff development in Mass Casualty and
Sheltering in Langlade County's Emergency
Operations Center Plan
Participated in state biweekly emergency
preparedness learning sessions
Expanded social media to include FEMA, CDC
and local emergency messaging-monitored 5-7
days per week
Worked with local emergency management
during extended electricity outage

17%

17 percent of Americans claim to be very
prepared for an emergency situation

Be Prepared!

Plans for 2022

Update staff emergency to go bags
Finalize Public Health Emergency
Preparedness Plan
Update website to include emergency
preparedness and continue to inform
public through social media
Participate in local and regional
preparedness drills

Make a preparedness plan for YOUR home. Make
sure your children know the plan and all family
members are ready to implement it. Practice the
plan every spring and fall.

Langlade County Health Department
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Action Alliance of
Langlade County, Inc
In 2021, Action Alliance, a coalition formed
from Building a Healthy Langlade County
began to meet regularly with an increase in
community partnerships. This program
had not been active since the beginning of
the pandemic. The mission of Action
Alliance is to heighten awareness of youth,
families, and groups in our communities by
increasing awareness of the destructive
effects of alcohol, tobacco, and other drug
misuse.

1 in 3

Approximately one in three students who ever
used alcohol or other drugs reported using
these substances more during the pandemic.

2021 Successes

Held regular meetings with invitations sent to
community partners
Initiated Northwoods Coalition Membership
partnering with Marshfield Clinic Health
System and the Alliance for Wisconsin Youth
Objectives set to implement educational and
preventative programs in our schools for both
youth and their families
Applied for workshops on vaping awareness
and youth engagement

During January–June 2021, 31.6% of high
school students reported current use of any
tobacco product, alcohol, or marijuana or
current misuse of prescription opioids. Current
alcohol use (19.5%), electronic vapor product
(EVP) use (15.4%), and marijuana use (12.8%)
were more prevalent than prescription opioid
misuse (4.3%), current cigarette smoking
(3.3%), cigar smoking (2.3%), and smokeless
tobacco use (1.9%). Approximately one third of
students who used EVPs did so daily, and
22.4% of students who drank alcohol did so
greater than 6 times per month.

Plans for 2022
Learning sessions "In Plain
Sight"
Offer "Escape the Vape"
learning activity for youth
Continue inviting community
participation in coalition
Langlade County Health Department
2021 Annual Report

27

Women Infants and Children (WIC)
WIC is a Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program under the
USDA that provides services to children from birth until 5 years of
age and women that are pregnant and postpartum. WIC provides
breastfeeding support, nutrition education, and connects families
with other area resources.

During 2021, the WIC program went through a variety of
changes:

Online education opportunities were encouraged
Updated clinic flow: No more bouncing back and forth from
waiting room to clinic rooms and back
Services were provided over the phone due to federal
waivers in place during 2021
New WIC clinic schedule: Clients were surveyed and their
schedule needs were heard
More appointment reminders: Clinics have the option to
receive them via text, email, or phone call

Number of WIC participants enrolled have
grown substantially over the past year:
From January 2021 to the end of
December 2021 the number of participants
increased from 318 to 397

Looking Forward
Local breastfeeding data suggests that WIC in
Langlade County needs to improve training and
education to better support moms. Internal
trainings will be completed in 2022 as well as the
implementation of the Coffective Program with
partner agencies community-wide.

Benefits to WIC:
Screening for nutrition and health needs.
Information on how to use WIC foods to
improve health.
Benefits to buying foods that help keep you
and your children healthy and strong.
Referrals to doctors, dentists, and programs
like FoodShare, Medicaid, BadgerCare Plus,
Wisconsin Works (W-2) and Head Start.
Langlade County Health Department
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The COVID-19 Response

The health, economic, and societal impacts of Covid-19 have been felt by everyone. We've worked, worried,
and tried our best to understand how to keep our community safe. By now, many of us have received our
Covid-19 vaccines with the hope of ending the global pandemic. LCHD staff continued to work to keep the
community safe in 2021 and provide guidance, resources, testing, and vaccine information for everyone.
In 2021, we partnered with the North Central Technical College, the Antigo Fire Department, and numerous
volunteers to provide 4,053 Covid-19 vaccines to our community members. We also offered several
Homebound Clinics with the assistance of the Antigo Fire Department to provide vaccines to those unable to
leave their homes. Through our Immunization Coalition and our community partners, LCHD worked with
health care providers, schools, and pharmacy's to implement prevention, response, and recovery steps to
protect our community. In September of 2021, we began offering Covid-19 testing through the Wisconsin
National Guard which lasted into 2022.
Seeking information and thoughtful questions from credible sources were often overshadowed by a campaign
of misinformation and distrust. Our goal remained to provide evidence-based guidance and resources for all.
As 2021 came to a close, Covid-19 testing, contact tracing, vaccine administration, and education - all through
an equity lens - continue to be part of the day-to-day activities for the health department.
Langlade County Health Department
2021 Annual Report
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COVID-19 Response
Contact Tracing & Support
Case investigators contact people
who have tested positive for Covid19 to assess symptoms, answer
questions, review isolation
procedures, and provide education.
During 2021, 1,953 people tested
positive for Covid-19 in Langlade
County. This kept our contact
tracing team very busy as they are
making calls and providing
information typically within 24
hours of a person testing positive.
Number of hospitalizations:

Confirmed Positive Covid-19
Cases by age in 2021
5 and <

6-12

90

13-18

19-35

Number of deaths:

31

36-60

61-75

76+
0
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COVID-19 Vaccine Clinics

31

National Guard
COVID-19 Testing
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2021 LCHD Operating Budget
In order to maintain an adequate operating
budget, LCHD works hard to identify and
apply for additional grant funding on an
ongoing basis.
Grant funding sources for 2021 include the
State of Wisconsin; federal funding from
the CDC and USDA, and other private
funding sources. In 2021, LCHD had at
least 10 different grants that helped to
support the following programs.

ARPA Recovery
Lead Poisoning Prevention
COVID Detection
Workforce Development
COG Vaccination Outreach Grant
NACCHO Health Equity and
Workforce Development Grant
Public Health Preparedness
Maternal Child Health
Immunization
Communicable Disease Prevention

In addition to grant funding, LCHD
staff are encouraged to seek out
scholarships for trainings as another
way to maintain a high level of
quality service to the community
without increasing costs. In 2021,
several LCHD staff trainings were
paid for through scholarships from
the host, organizer, or other entity.

Revenue

Total State
Grant Funds
$307,239

953
Thousand
Total

Total County
Appropriations
380,123

Total federal
funds
$104,029
Total Fees from
service
$161,630

Expenditures

Total operation
costs
$129,825

748
Thousand
Total
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Total salaries,
wages and
benefits
$617,856
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Findings
In order for residents of Langlade County to achieve maximal health and well-being, the most
fundamental need is supportive community environments. Supportive community environments
are just as important to the people living in bustling downtown Milwaukee as they are to the
people living in Wisconsin's beautiful Northwoods. In order for people to live their best lives,
supportive communities need to contain the following assets:
Social and community connections
Infrastructure
Healthy environmental surroundings
Economic opportunities for all
High quality health care and public health
Policies that support equitable health outcomes and opportunities to be healthy

In order for the people of Wisconsin to enjoy healthy

THE ROLE OF
SUPPORTIVE
COMMUNITIES

lives, our social, spiritual, physical, and mental health
needs must all be met. Where we live, work, pray, and
play influences everything about our health. Supportive
communities allow all of us to thrive

High Quality
Health Care &
Public Health

Supportive
Community
Environments

Policies that
Support Healthy
Communities

Economic
Opportunity
Healthy
Environmental
Surroundings

Social &
Community
Connections

Infrastructure
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Influenza Vaccine Clinics
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Community Events
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Community Events
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