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Langlade County Board: Public Safety Committee
Notice of Meeting

DATE: July 9, 2026

TIME: 9:00 A.M.

PLACE:  County Board Room, Lower Level of the Safety Building

Notice: A quorum of the Langlade County Board and various County Board committees may be present at this
meeting. No business will be discussed, nor any action taken by the Langlade County Board or any other
County Board committee, other than the committee listed on this notice. It is anticipated that discussion and
action may occur regarding all items posted on this agenda.

Agenda

The Chairperson shall determine the order that agenda items are considered.

Call the meeting to order

Conduct Roll Call

Please silence all cell phones

Recite the Pledge of Allegiance

Approve the previous meeting minutes of June 11, 2026

Discuss Resolution Urging the WI Counties Association and the WI Legislature to
Expand the Definition of Forfeiture Expenses under WI Stats. 961.55 to include
Drug-Related Treatment, Diversion and Law Enforcement Program Costs

7. District Attorney’s Report

8. Coroner’s Report

9. Child Support Report

10. Emergency Management Report

11. Sheriff update regarding the expenditure of ARPA Funds

12. Sheriff/Jail/Nurse Report

13. 2026 Budget updates for those Departments that report to the Public Safety

Committee
14. Next meeting date
15. Adjourn the meeting

S e

Please note that, upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals through appropriate
aids and services. For additional information or to request this service, contact Ms. Judy Nagel, Langlade County Clerk, 800 Clermont
Street, Antigo, W1 54409. Telephone: {715) 627-6200.

Approved: June 30, 2026

NOTICE OF POSTING: June 30, 2026

Additional items may be discussed with no action taken during the meeting or the purpose of preparing future meeting agendas.



MEETING MINUTES

Committee: Special Public Safety Committee Meeting

Date: Thursday, June 11, 2026

Time: 9:00 a.m.

Location: County Board Room, Lower Level of the Safety Building

The following discussion was held by the Committee at the meeting detailed above:
1. Meeting called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chairman Curler
2. The Committee recited the Pledge of Allegiance
3. Silence Cell Phones
4. Roll call was conducted: Motion by Persen, second by Hoffman, to excuse J. Wagner and Baumgartner. All
ayes, motion carried.
 Public Safety Committee

Name Role Status

Doug Curler Chairman Present
Ben Baumgartner Vice-Chair Absent
Joel Wagner Member Absent
Roseann Hoffman Member Present
Dan Persen Member Present

Non-Committee Members Present

Name Interest

Dan Bauknecht Chief Deputy

Travis Krueger Emergency Management Director

Kelly Hays District Attorney

Nancy Benish Diversion Coordinator

Becky Rank Deputy County Clerk/ Recording Secretary

5. Approve the previous meeting minutes of May 14, 2026: Motion by Hoffman, second by Persen, to approve
the previous meeting minutes of May 14, 2026. All ayes, motion carried.

6. Update from the Treatment, Alternatives and Diversion (TAD) Coordinator Nancy Benish. Diversion
Coordinator Benish reported that Committee approval is required before applying for the 2027 Treatment
Alternative and Diversion (TAD) Program Grant. Benish also provided an update on the Diversion Program. The
program began in 2023 and has served 30 participants. To date, 17 participants have successfully graduated
from the program, while 7 participants have been terminated. Of those terminated, 6 absconded and 1 failed
to comply with the terms of their agreement. The program currently has 5 active participants. Benish noted
that 1 participant is scheduled to graduate next month, 1 opening is pending a participant's release, 5
individuals are awaiting acceptance into the program, and 2 individuals are awaiting a response regarding their
assessment. Benish stated that the Diversion Program is still relatively new and that, given the population it
serves, building trust with participants takes time. She explained that the program's goal is to address the
underlying issues that contribute to criminal behavior, such as substance abuse and mental health needs,
rather than relying solely on incarceration. Motion by Persen, second by Hoffman, to approve the Diversion
Coordinator applying for the 2027 Treatment, Alternative and Diversion Grant. All ayes, motion carried.

District Attorney Hays presented the Committee with a written report covering data from June 2026. Hays
stated Jennifer Harper will be starting on July 13, 2026, as the Assistant District Attorney, bringing with her
extensive experience to the position. Attorney Harper currently serves as the District Attorney for Richland
County. Hays also provided information regarding upcoming jury trials and aged cases. She asked the




Committee to let her know if there was any additional information they would like to be included in future
reports.

Aged cases: Not in Warrant Status

2001 & 2013 (1 defendant was arrested this week on a 10-year-old warrant)

2017-1 case

2018-5 cases

2019-9 cases

Upcoming jury trial dates:

e June 17

e June 24-25

o June 30-July2

e July 15

e July 17 (out-of-county Judge)

7. Hazard Mitigation Plan: EM Director and NCWRPC Darryl Landeau: Review the Hazard Mitigation Plan and
Resolution: Emergency Management Director Krueger presented the Committee with a draft Resolution to
Adopt the Langlade County Hazard Mitigation Plan for 2026-2031. Krueger explained that the Hazard
Mitigation Plan must be updated and reapproved every five years to ensure local jurisdictions remain eligible
for hazard mitigation funding. The plan was developed in accordance with the guidelines of the Wisconsin
Department of Military Affairs, Division of Emergency Management, and the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA), as well as the requirements and procedures established under the Disaster Mitigation Act of
2000. Discussion held on municipalities creating their own Hazard Mitigation Plan. Motion by Persen, second by
Hoffman, to approve the Langlade County Hazard Mitigation Plan 2026-2031. All ayes, motion carried.

8. Next meeting date: Thursday, July 9, 2026, at 9:00 a.m.

9. Adjourn the meeting: Motion by Hoffman, second by Persen, to adjourn the meeting at 9:54 a.m. All ayes,
motion carried.

Respectfully submitted by:
Becky Rank, Deputy County Clerk, Recording Secretary




CORONER REPORT
LANGLADE COUNTY

June 1 —June 30 2026
18 Coroner Cases
0 Death at ER from other
0 Hospital deaths first 24 hours
4 Hospital deaths inpatient
0 Hospice death from fall at home
I Nursing Home Deaths
5 Hospice deaths at home
4 Hospice deaths at nursing homes
2 Residential deaths investigated natural
2 Suicides
0 Vehicle fatalities
15 Cremations viewed
4 Death Certificates Signed
3 Blood draw
0 Covid death

Worked with DA, Sheriff Dept., Police Dept., hospital, nursing
homes, ambulance service, funeral homes, other
Coroners/Medical Examiners and donor organizations.

Larry E Shadick



RESOLUTION #22-2026
INTRODUCED BY: PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

INTENT: RESOLUTION URGING THE WISCONSIN COUNTIES ASSOCIATION AND THE WISCONSIN
LEGISLATURE TO EXPAND THE DEFINITION OF “FORFEITURE EXPENSES” UNDER WIS. STAT. §
961.55 TO INCLUDE DRUG-RELATED TREATMENT, DIVERSION, AND LAW ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM
COSTS '

WHEREAS, Wisconsin Statute § 961.55 permits law enforcement agencies to retain up to 50 percent of
drug-related forfeiture proceeds to pay “forfeiture expenses,” which are currently defined narrowly as the proper
expenses of the proceedings for forfeiture and sale, including expenses of seizure, maintenance of custody,
advertising, court costs, and the costs of investigation and prosecution reasonably incurred; and

WHEREAS, the remaining proceeds from drug-related forfeitures under state law are deposited into the
Wisconsin Common School Fund pursuant to Article X, Section 2 of the Wisconsin Constitution, leaving no
mechanism for counties to direct forfeiture proceeds toward programs that directly address the causes and
consequences of drug-related criminal activity; and

WHEREAS, Wisconsin Counties bear significant financial responsibility for operating treatment courts,
funding treatment court probation officers and human services workers assigned to drug-related cases, and
providing continuing education for Health and Human Services employees involved in substance abuse diversion
and treatment programs—all of which are direct operational costs of processing, adjudicating, and resolving
drug-related offenses; and

WHEREAS, treatment courts are a proven, cost-effective alternative to incarceration for non-violent,
drug-involved individuals, reducing recidivism and long-term criminal justice costs, and their continued operation
depends on stable, adequate funding for program administration, case management, and judicial oversight; and

WHEREAS, county law enforcement agencies incur substantial costs for undercover surveillance
equipment, electronic tracking equipment, Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) training, and Advanced Roadside
Impaired Driving Enforcement (ARIDE) training—all of which are essential tools and competencies for the
investigation and prosecution of drug-related offenses; and

WHEREAS, the current narrow definition of “forfeiture expenses” fails to reflect the full range of costs
directly incurred by counties in investigating, prosecuting, and providing court-ordered dispositions for drug-
related offenses, leaving counties unable to use seized drug proceeds for programs that are integral to the drug
case continuum from arrest through successful treatment completion; and

WHEREAS, an expanded definition of “forfeiture expenses” would remain within the existing 50 percent
cap established under Wis. Stat. § 961.55(5)(b), ensuring the Common School Fund continues to receive a
meaningful share of forfeiture proceeds consistent with the Wisconsin Supreme Court's 1973 ruling regarding
Article X, Section 2 of the Wisconsin Constitution; and

WHEREAS, allowing counties to reinvest drug forfeiture proceeds into the treatment, diversion, and
enforcement programs that directly arise from drug-related criminal activity reflects sound public policy, promotes
fiscal responsibility, and advances the goals of public safety and community well-being; and

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Counties Association (WCA) serves as the foremost voice of county officials
representing all 72 counties in Wisconsin and is well-positioned to advocate before the Wisconsin Legislature
and the Governor for statutory changes that reduce unfunded burdens on county governments; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Langlade County Board of Supervisors that Langlade
County urges the Wisconsin Legislature to amend Wis. Stat. § 961.55 to expand the definition of “forfeiture
expenses” to expressly include the following costs when directly incurred in connection with the prosecution or
court-ordered disposition of drug-related offenses:

1 Costs of operating treatment court programs, including program administration and judicial
oversight;



2. Salaries and associated costs for treatment court probation officers assigned to drug-related
cases;

3. Salaries and associated costs for human services workers assigned to drug-related cases and
treatment court participants;

4. Continuing education and training expenses for Health and Human Services employees involved
in substance abuse diversion and treatment programs;

5. Purchase and maintenance of undercover surveillance equipment used in drug-related
investigations;

6. Purchase and maintenance of electronic tracking equipment used in drug-related investigations;
and

7. Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) training and Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving Enforcement
(ARIDE) training for law enforcement officers.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Langlade County Board of Supervisors respectfully requests that

the Wisconsin Counties Association advocate before the Wisconsin Legislature and the Governor for passage
of legislation amending Wis. Stat. § 961.55 consistent with the foregoing, and that WCA request the nonpartisan
Wisconsin Legislative Council analyze the constitutional parameters of such an expansion to ensure that the
Common School Fund continues to receive a meaningful share of forfeiture proceeds consistent with Article X,
Section 2 of the Wisconsin Constitution and applicable Wisconsin Supreme Court precedent.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall be effective upon its passage and publication

and that a copy be forwarded to the Wisconsin Counties Association, the Governor, all local and state legislators
who represent the citizens of Langlade County, and all county boards in the State of Wisconsin for their
consideration, support, and action.

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE:

Doug Curler, Committee Chairman

FISCAL NOTE: No Fiscal Note.

APPROVED BY: ‘ APPROVED AS TO LEGALITY
AND FORM BY:

Vacant Robin Stowe

LANGLADE COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR CORPORATION COUNSEL

CERTIFICATION: | hereby certify this to be a true and exact copy of Resolution #22-2026.

Ayes Nays Abstained Excused Absent
__Approved and adopted this day of

___Denied this day of

Judy Nagel

COUNTY CLERK



