
March 13, 2018 

Regular monthly town board meeting, notice having been published in the Antigo Daily Journal and 
posted at Mike’s Service, Bob’s Northern Lights and the town hall, was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by 
Chairman Casper Buettner.  Board members present were Supervisors Susan Hawley and Jim Tilkens, 
Mary Lee Heise, clerk and Linda Frank, treasurer.   Numerous townspeople were present. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was given by all those present. 

Supervisor Hawley asked all those present if anyone in the crowd would be taping the meeting.  The 
public must be informed if anyone is taping in case anyone has an objection.  Patrick Peters is recording 
the meeting 

Approval of the agenda was made upon motion by Supervisor Hawley and seconded by Supervisor 
Tilkens, motion carried. 

Minutes of the February meeting were approved upon motion by Supervisor Hawley and seconded by 
Supervisor Tilkens, motion carried. 

Treasurer’s report was given by Linda Frank.  Motion to approve the report was made by Supervisor 
Hawley and seconded by Supervisor Tilkens, motion carried. 

Non-board member business: None 

Unfinished Business – Town easement off Bank Road.  Nothing is settled yet.  This matter should be 
completed within the next week. 

New Business:  Brian Gerrits-Spring Breeze Dairy-re manure hauling ordinance.  The Town ordinance 
currently in place is to protect the roads.  The Dairy has an issue with the amount of the bond required.  
At first it was the bond had to be $50,000 and would cost the Dairy $500.  (A Road Bond is a surety bond 
that in the event of damage by trucks, a bond company inspects and would issue payment for repairs.) 
The new ordinance requires a one-million-dollar bond costing $10,000.  The town gets its direction from 
the Wisconsin Towns Association.  Discussion followed concerning the bond and its cost.  Brian Gerrits is 
asking the town to change the ordinance to require a bond much less than one million dollars.   Spring 
Breeze Dairy currently hauls manure into 20 townships.  They have been very responsible in repairing 
the roads at their cost.  The board has been sent assurances from the Dairy’s bank.  Brian is asking the 
board to consider reducing the bond back to $50,000.  The town’s main concern is getting paid for the 
repairs.  A question about the bond was “is the $50,000 a one-time deal?”  If one road is damaged and 
the $50,000 is paid out to repair it, what happens if a second road is damaged?  Who pays then?  The 
dairy does not have the answer to this.  Jim Tilkens suggested that, after talking to other people involved 
with this matter, that the $50,000 bond be put on each road used.  The board is concerned about the 
taxpayers and cost.  There was an incident on Wallrich Road which started the Town looking at the 
ordinance more closely.  The farm wants to have the town’s trust.  The board wants the farm to accept 
the proposal of a $50,000 bond per road.  Heise, East Wood Street, Church Street and Buettner road are 
the roads used.  If there is damage the Town will have the work done rather than the Dairy hiring a 
random paving company.  The Dairy has held meeting with the manure hauling company concerning 
restrictions about the noise caused by the loud exhaust pipes and safety on the roads used. The motion 
was made to change the bond from one million dollars to $50,000 per road, with permit.  The motion 



was made by Supervisor Tilkens and seconded by Supervisor Hawley, motion carried.  The current 
ordinance will be amended, signed and presented to the Dairy. 

Patrick Peters came before the board concerning the 8 questions he presented in March to the board 
concerning 4-Wheelers and the ordinance pertaining to them.  Supervisor Hawley will take over the 
answering of the questions.  Supervisor Hawley’s written response is attached to these minutes.  Mr. 
Peters questions were read, and Supervisor Hawley’s answers followed.  Randy Hardin president of the 
Wisconsin ATV Association was present to answer questions, if needed.  Patrick stated that the town 
passed the ordinance for the roads and that his questions are directed to the board.  He has safety 
concerns regarding the easement by Andy Buettner property. The ATV clubs from White Lake and the 
Hidden Bear ATV club have been working with DNR and ATV organizations on this matter.  Patrick asked 
what specific studies were done to address safety.  The club’s job is to make sure the trails are safe.  
Patrick wants to see the documentation that lead up to the passing of the current ordinance.   It has 
been stated that it would benefit local businesses and to connect one municipality to another to help 
other businesses.    Other municipalities and the ATV impact were discussed.  Supervisor Hawley wants 
to know how it won’t help the businesses.  Supervisor Hawley asked what Patrick wants the town to do 
concerning the ATVs and the ordinance.  The representative from the Hidden Bear TV club explained 
that a study was made along highway 64, by the bridge along highway 64 and 55 in both directions.  The 
results should low traffic volumes on these roads with low State ratings.  A question arose as to why the 
roads were all opened, and what questions were raised that took the residents into consideration.   ATV 
rules and regulation were referenced numerous times trying to answer the questions.  The ATV club is 
responsible for signing and the Sheriff’s department must be contacted when the ATV road signs ae put 
up.  All town roads are opened year-round 24/7.  Noise issues brought up and time of use questions.  
Jim Tilkens suggested that after one year the board and citizens sit down and discuss issues and 
concerns.  Patrick is not in favor of this.  He asked how a road can get exempted – especially East 
Hollister.  October minutes and November minutes were discussed.  East Hollister Road was physically 
reviewed and thereafter exempted and based on comment at the October meeting and homeowners 
living on the road that wanted it exempted. What do other tax payers have to do to get their roads 
exempt?  Mention of petition and time limits to get the information were brought up.  Since East 
Hollister road was exempted…how do other roads get exempted.   We need to see petitions for and 
against exemption to find out percentages in favor of exemptions.  A suggested criterion is if 51% of 
people on the road want must want it exempted for it to become exempt.  The board must discuss this 
to decide what percentage will be used.   

Laurie Netzow came before the board regarding the meeting in December and the ATV issue.  Laurie had 
short notice for the December meeting.  There was a discussion on the amount of time she was given to 
get the petition to the board.  She now presented the petition against ATVs that was signed by property 
owners on Taylor Road and Howard Lane, noting that Silver Birch never signs petitions. Renters even 
signed the petition.  The width of the road is a concern.  The map and petition will be reviewed for 
future reference.     

Supervisor Hawley stated that she would like 60 days to address this matter.  She will get a map of all 
the roads in the Town of Wolf River and something will be put together to address the issue and make a 
final decision.  All roads will be reviewed.  What happens if the road gets exempted and there are 
people who have ATVs…that live on that road…that’s another question.  A questionnaire will be created 
to send out to get accepted information for the future decisions. 



 
Margaret Gompper -  Grant county information was re-reviewed, and they ban ATV use after dark.  Time 
constraints may be considered.  She reviewed the ATV laws written by DNR   Routes and access to trails.  
How do roads get to be routes if there is no access to a trail?  Safety issues should be a bigger concern.  
Liability issue was brought up. - If she hits an ATV on a paved road.  Steps when someone has issued 
were listed in Sue’s answers to Mr. Peter’s questions.    Jim Eisenman would like to use his ATV on East 
Hollister and he is a resident off this road (Burgert Lane) 

All roads will be included in the survey that will be sent out.  Sue Hawley asked as to when recreational 
bridge on Highway 64 is to be started.  There is a grant application process, so there is nothing for sure 
currently.   There is a lot of information up in the air.   

Short term rentals –(Airbnb’s) rental by the week vs month vs year.  Most renters are good.  Problems 
that arise from rentals in residential area.  Issues of enforcement were brought up.  Does the town have 
the right to tell a property owner whether he can or cannot rent out his property on a short-term basis?  
Resorts must pay licensing and need state permits.  Future of this issue and how it would affect the 
township and property owners is up in the air.  People can put their residence on a website to be listed 
as a short-term rental for vacations, etc.  The website requires certain criteria to be listed.  This is not a 
town problem currently.  We will table this issue until it becomes an issue. 

Broadband communications.  Nothing new to report 

General Building and Plant – The hall has been tiled, otherwise nothing new to report. 

Highway- little maintenance has been done on the equipment.  The weight limits are going up on 
Wednesday.   

Fire Department – training for ice rescue was done on White Lake for White Lake and Wolf River Fire   
departments.   Bill Kallner explained the procedures used as well as the use of the survival suits.  
Monthly training is also done.   

Rescue Squad-Mary Jo Peters is working on the new budget.   It will be presented in August.  The squad 
is back to “Basic”.  Alan Holbrook is done in June.  Alan suggests that the squad combine Vice President, 
secretary and scheduler as one position.  The rescue squad and townships will present Marcella and Ken 
Popelka with a give card for 32 years of service.  A rescue squad appreciation meal was discussed.  This 
would have to be a joint townships decision.   

Recycling Center – B&B called regarding compaction of loads.  The compaction will be at a higher rate to 
reduce less loads to be hauled. 

Cemetery – all is quiet.  Rick will continue as caretaker. 

Correspondence:  The newest towns association newsletter has been received.  Paperwork was received 
from the county concerning a minor subdivision on land owned by the county near the boat landing on 
East Hollister Road.  A letter was received from Carl Frisque from the Department of Safety and 
Professional Services concerning the recent audit of the Wolf River Fire Department for the 2% fire dues 
it receives.  The fire department is in substantial compliance.  Notice of a seminar on asphalt to be held 
in Stevens Point was received.  A letter was received from Wisconsin Public Service requesting where 
road construction will be done in our township this year.  This is done to make sure electric lines are 



known prior to construction.  A notice was sent from the County concerning a hearing on zoning 
changes to be held on April 5th.  The clerk will obtain a list of the changes and get them to the board in 
case there are changes effecting our township.  The clerk requested that she be able to attend a 
recycling meeting in Plover on April 11th.  The meeting is free, and way give some ideas to help our 
recycling program.  John Kellogg logged right of way along Buettner Road – Property owner along right 
of way, David Stalheim, planted trees within town right of way and states that the logging destroyed 
these trees.   He is asking $177.60 to replace the trees and labor to plant them.  The property owner was 
having his land logged at the same time by John Kellogg and property owner received proceeds of logs 
taken from right of way which was next to his property.  The clerk will compose a letter regarding the 
logging and that the town does not feel they owe him compensation for trees planted in the right of 
way. 

Motion to pay the March bills was made by Supervisor Hawley and seconded by Supervisor Tilkens, 
motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 8: 57 p.m. was made by Supervisor Tilkens and seconded by Supervisor Hawley, 
motion carried.  Meeting adjourned. 

 


